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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

9:00am—D.S. I
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Steve Loy
3:00pm—
Decorating
5:00pm—-Soup &
Bread Supper

3

5:30pm—

Confirmation

7:00pm—PB&]

4

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study
6:00pm—Handbell
Practice
7:00pm—Ladies
Bible Study

7:30pm—T'rustees
Meeting

5

12:00pm—Advent
Service

7:00pm—Advent
Service

6

6:00pm—Elders’
Meeting

7

Pastor Off

8

9

9:00am—D.S. 1
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Ron

Foreman

Youth Card & Gift
Making for Shut-

ins

10
5:30pm—

Confirmation
7:00pm—DPB&]J
7:00pm—LWML

Cookies, Carols,
and Gift Bags

11

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

6:00pm—Handbell

Practice

7:00pm—Ladies
Bible Study

12

10:30am—
Evangelism Meeting

12:00pm—Advent
Service
1:00pm—-Senior
Saints
7:00pm—Advent
Service

14

Pastor Off

16

9:00am—D.S. 1
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Michael
Dunn

Mite Box Sunday

Christmas Cookie
Fest

17

7:00pm—PB&]J

18

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

6:00pm—Handbell
Practice

7:00pm—Ladies
Bible Study

19

10:00am—
Preschool Christmas
Program

12:00pm—Advent
Service

7:00pm—Advent
Service

21

Pastor Off

22

10:00am—PB&]

23
9:00am—D.S. 1
Sunday School
Christmas Program
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Emil
Augustine

24

7:00pm—Lessons
& Carols

11:00pm—Divine
Service

Office Closed

25

10:00am—Divine
Service

26

30

9:00am—D.S. [
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Jonathan
Bartels

31

7:00pm—PB&]J

Office Closed

Acolytes
2nd Tyler Lueck
9th Maverick Lueck
16th Jackson Young
23rd Colton Lueck
24th Jonah Last &
Bradley Korsmo
30th Tyler Lueck

Ushers

2nd & 9th Steve L,
John S, Gene S,
Chris S

16th & 23rd Ed
H, Chuck L, Bob K,
Joel C

30th Ron & Kra-
mer F, Terry &
Martc L

Flowers
2nd OPEN
9th Carbone
16th OPEN
23rd Miller
30th OPEN

Fellowship
2nd Ferris

9th Finnegan
16th Young
23rd Miller
30th OPEN

Counters
2nd Mark Reetz
9th Scott
Diekmann
16th Steve Loy
23rd Lisa Breum
30th Melissa Lee
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From Heaven Above to Earth I Come: Advent and Christmas
with Martin Luther by Pastor Schuldheisz

If we wish to train children, we must be-
come children with them.!

Martin Luther is known for being many
things: a reformer, theologian, pastor,
hymn-writer, and much more. And yet in
remembering his many vocations in the
church, it’s easy to forget Luther’s voca-
tions in the home. Luther the theologian
was also Luther the husband and father.
One of Luther’s most beloved vocations
was his calling to care for his family — his
wife Katie and their children. Luther was
a family man, and loved his family dearly.
And quite often his vocation in the home
overlapped with his vocation in the

church.

In his Christmas hymn, From Heaven
Above to Earth I Come, we see Luther the
theologian and the father at his best. He
teaches both his own children, and all
God’s children, the joy of Christ’s birth in
this famous Christmas hymn. “When he
wrote it in 1534 or 1535 his children
were just old enough to sing it. Indeed,
some scholars maintain that the hymn is a
miniature Christmas pageant for the fami-
ly, with the angel singing stanzas 1-5,
individual children stanzas 7—14, and
stanzas 6 and 15 sung by the whole
group.”?

Luther’s first tune for his Christmas hymn
was modeled after a German folk song.
“But with the increasing popularity of
‘From Heaven on High I Come to You,’
he must have felt that the hymn deserved
its own melody. The new music first ap-

peared in the Schumann hymnal of 1539
and ultimately became the proper tune.”
Since 1539, the proper tune for From
Heaven Above has been known by the
title, VON HIMMEL HOCH, a tune

most likely written by Luther as well.

Luther originally called this hymn Ein
Kinderlied auf die Weinacht vom
Kindlein Jesu, which literally translates
into English as, “a nursery rhyme on the
Christmas night of the infant Jesus.” In
most Lutheran hymnals in English, Lu-
ther’s Christmas hymn is taken from the
first line of the first stanza: From Heaven
Above to Earth I Come, recounting the

words of the angel to the shepherds in
Luke 2:

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men.

As with Luther’s other hymns, From
Heaven Above is rich in theology, illustra-

tive 1n prose, yet 51mple Cont’d on pg. 2

er ar

sSsSue


http://www.mybslc.com/
mailto:mmantey@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com
mailto:staff@mybslc.com

— 'ﬁf{%.'"(:"‘f“ to learn and memorize, without being simplistic. These qualities serve to point the
i Y I" . . . . .
singer and hearer to the Christ-child, just as the angels pointed the shepherds to the
manger that first Christmas.

Preschool cont’d
WWZ W songs sung by the children, and accompanied by LeEtta Luce.
W Following the program there will be cake in the Fellowship
Hall to celebrate the birth of Christ. Please come and enjoy this

special time of worship and fellowship with our children and
their families. The Advent service will follow at noon as sched-

Christ’s saving work in his incarnation are the heart and center of this beloved
hymn. This is because Luther rightly understood that Christ’s birth is a joyful, cen-
tral event in the Scripture that continues to give us Good News of great joy. He

once commented that if we want to find God, we should not look up into the heav- 2017-2019 LWML || uled.
H] ens or attempt to search his majesty and wisdom, but we need only look down, draw MISSION GRANTS With all the commercialism that surrounds us at this time of
our eyes to the manger, and Jesus’ birth for you. For there in the manger we see God revealed to us and for us, as 1. Providing Food and the Gospel to Starving Children, the year, it’s easy to get caught up in the sights and sounds, the
one of us; he is weak and helpless, yet a mighty Savior from sin and death; he is true God and yet true man; he is $40,000 parties and get-togethers, shopping for that perfect gift, putting

2. Mercy House for Women and Children, $100,000
3. Christ for Veterans and Their Families, $27,750
4.Tanzanian Sewing Center, $25,000

an infant lowly yet the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh for us. up and decorating Christmas trees, and the colorfully wrapped

Throughout this hymn, this Good News — Jesus’ birth to rescue us from sin and all evil — fills the hearts, minds, gifts under them. It’s not a secret that there has been a huge

and ears of those who sing its memorable lyrics. 5. Current Missionary Need, $100,000 push in recent years to remove Christ from Christmas, and you
. . 6. Lutheran Children's Books for Families Worldwide, know we’re living in troubled times when wishing someone a
Stanzas 1-5 paraphrase the words of the angel to the Shepherds, placing us alongside the Shepherds that first B i . . . L .
$100, Merry Christmas is perceived by some to be politically incor-

Christmas. Stanzas 6-14 resound with a chorus of praise, thanks, and joy at Christ’s birth, as we join the shep-
herds in beholding the mystery of Christ’s birth. Stanza 15 concludes this hymn by joining our voices with that

7. Christian Hope Through Mass Media in Egypt, $100,000

rect and even offensive. As Christians, we must be doubly dili-
8. NOLA 4H: Hearts for the Hungry, Homeless, and Hurting,

gent to keep Christ in Christmas, and teach our children and

of the angels in the song that was first announced Jesus’ birth: Glory to God in highest heaven! $100,000 . . ,

& & u Jesu Iy & 9. Lutheran World Relief Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund, grandchildren that the real reason we celebrate is Jesus. It’s not
At Christmas, and every Divine Service, we join the angels in singing this ancient hymn. We sing it with great $80,000 about Santa, and trees, and presents. It’s about one night, long,
joy, as they did, only greater, for now Christ has died, Christ has risen, and Christ will come again. The angels 10. Christian Eldercare Home in Haiti, $100,000 long ago, in a little stable in Bethlehem, when a child was born,

sang the Gloria at Jesus’ birth, when the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Now we join them in singing T1-Teainig Lrtverin Wiidde Eastem IMRM-ISIS-$95:000

stasl i et i wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger. He is the
. . . . . . . . Completion of Lukonda Lutheran School Buildings,
the Gloria as the Word remains flesh, and gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink in Holy Communion. If f

Uganda, $48,000 Christ-child, the Word made flesh, and our Lord and Savior,
13. Equipping Youth to Witness for Life - Y4Life, $25,000 JCSUS Christ.
14. Laborers of Love, $100,000

15. Sharing Jesus with People with Disabilities, $100,000
16. Education Loan Repayment Assistance Grants, $100,000

you think about it that way, every Lord’s Supper is a little Christmas.

This Advent and Christmas season I pray you spend time singing, meditating, and rejoicing in the words of
comfort and promise found in Luther’s Christmas hymn From Heaven Above to Earth I Come. For just as the

We wish you and your families the gift of faith, the blessing of
hope, and the peace of His love this Christmas, and throughout

angels pointed the shepherds to Christ’s saving birth, so too, this gorgeous hymn points us to Christ our Savior. 17. Nursing Students Serving with Mercy Medical Team, the new year.
You’re invited to join us for our midweek Advent services, beginning December 5th at 12pm and 7pm. Christ- o . < “For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior

. R . . . 18. Restoration Programs for Native Hawaiians, $75,000 > >
mas Eve Services are December 24th at 7pm with a service of lessons and carols, and 11pm with Christmas Eve 19. RECONNECT to the Body of Christ, Circuit 28, $50,000 which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 (KJV)
Divine Service. Christmas Day Divine Service is at 10am, December 25th. 20. Prison and Jail Ministry Synod-wide Conference in 2018,

- . $36,500 LWML News by Valerie Cook
A blessed Advent and Christmas season to each of you, in the Name of + Jesus. , , .
21. Family Scholarships for Short Term Mission Trips, $60,000 W, ﬁll d d d 1 d 38 S f 5 b

Luther, M. (1999). Luther’s works, vol. 53: Liturgy and Hymns. (J. ]. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald, & H. T. Lehmann, Eds.) (Vol. 53, p. 22. Raising Pastors and Deaconesses, $97,000 ¢ hlled and delivere €a aI.'eI' s boxes
289). Philadelphia: Fortress Press. Thank you all who donated to this local
Luther, M. (1999). Luther’s works, vol. 53: Liturgy and Hymns. (J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald, & H. T. Lehmann, Eds.) (Vol. 53, p. g?:;?snggrgfrbvsgég‘aegsg mission which reaches out to the Seafarer’s I_W
289). Philadelphia: Fortress Press. www.lwm|.org/mission-.grants who come to our Port of Tacoma. Lutheran Wornen in Mission
Christmas GlVlIlg DID YOU KNOW that you can #15421 Upcoming events to mark on your calendar:

Once again we have the opportunity to | help support the Rose Parade’s Lu-

support Toys for Tots. Founded by PRV theran Hour Minis-

Major Bill Hendricks in 1974, this o\ iinerees tries Float by pur-

1  Monday December 10th at 7 PM we will meet at the
Church for our Cookies, Carols and Children’s Gift Bag
packing party. All Ladies of the Church are invited and we

program is run by the United States s chasing merchandise encourage them to bring their husbands also.

Marine Corps Reserve and distributes toys to children whose parents can- |and accessories? You can find in-
not afford them. Let’s share our blessings this Christmas season and pick | formation on available purchases as
up an extra toy or two as we are doing our Christmas shopping! Boxes for | well as instruction for other dona-
your unwrapped toy donations can be found out by the church office, as | tions at www.petalpushers.org.
well as in the fellowship hall. And don’t forget to tune in on Jan-

> 3 5 uary Ist to see this year’s themed
Don’t forget to update your info with the church |l g, oy to the World the Lord is

office for the 2019 Membership Directory! Come.”

T Our next Business Meeting will be January 14, 2019 at 7
PM here at church.

1 March 30, 2019 Spring Zone Rally at Immanuel Lutheran
in Puallup

1 June 20-23, 2019 LWML 38th Biennial Convention;
Mobile, Alabama; "In Praise to the LORD!"




LCMS Stewardship Ministry (Icms.org)
A - ’ Throughout his epistles and his preaching recorded in the Book of Acts, St.
= Paul refers, in one way or another, to thanksgiving and thankfulness nearly
50 times. Whether vertically toward God, or horizontally toward the
neighbor, thanksgiving is a major theme within St. Paul’s body of work.

What does this mean? It means thankfulness is intrinsic to the life of those
baptized into Christ. In other words, giving thanks is what Christians do

g or 3 1. - as they live out their lives in this world.
Stewardship

The problem is that we often forget this. Consider your average, run-of-the
-mill, normal day. When you get home, and your parents, your spouse or your children ask about your day,
what first comes to your mind? After 99 percent of things went right, went exactly as planned, were enjoyable
and blessings, we tend to focus on and remember the 1 percent of things that went poorly, that didn’t go as
planned, and that were nuisances.

We remember the bad things. We focus on discontent. And we fail to give thanks in all circumstances for every-

thing (Eph. 5:20) and to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4:4).

Thankfulness and contentment go together. We are content with things for which we are thankful. St. Paul
could be content with having plenty or when in need because He gave thanks to the Lord for all things. He
thanked the Lord for those who had prayed for him and listened to his proclamation of the Gospel. He gave
thanks for their good works in and for the Church of Christ. He gave thanks for the grace of God in Christ Jesus

and found that God’s grace was sufficient for him.

So, give thanks for all things and in all circumstances dear brothers and sisters in Christ. For you have been saved
from sin, death, and hell by the death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. You have been added to the
very family of God in an adoption of grace through Holy Baptism. God is your Father. Our Lord, Jesus Christ is
your brother.

But He not only provides for your spiritual well-being, He cares also for this body and life. Your Father in heav-
en provides food and clothes, house and home, husband, wife, and children. He gives you reason and all your
senses. He has given you the raw talents that you have developed into careers. Everything you are and everything
that you have is a gift from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in you.

Give thanks for these things. Make a list — every morning if you must. Say them out loud. Sing about them
within the congregation of the saints. And remember this: God has given you these things so that you may be of
service to those around you — your family, your neighbors, your brothers and sisters in Christ. For to whom
much is given; much shall be required (Luke 12:48).

Notes from the Preschool Classroom by Kathy Heddlesten

The holidays are once again upon us, and the hustle and bustle of the season has begun. Christmas items abound
in all the stores, and Christmas music blares from speakers, hoping to put us in the Christmas spirit. 'm sure
some of you have already begun your Christmas shopping, and some of you have probably already completed it.
Each year I tell myself ’'m going to start shopping early, but each year I fall short of that goal.

We have a lot to accomplish in the next few weeks in the preschool. With Christmas on the horizon, and Christ-
mas vacation looming, it’s an exciting time of year for the children, and their little minds will be filled with
visions of Santa Claus, Christmas trees with bright, twinkling lights and pretty gifts under the tree. We will
continue with our regular December curriculum and winter-related topics of study, but more importantly, the
children will learn about the very first Christmas, when God sent his only Son into the world, so we may have
eternal life with Him.

The preschool Christmas program will be on Wednesday, December 19th at 10am, and we hope you will join
us. Pastor Schuldheisz will be sharing the Christmas story from the book of Luke, interspersed with Christmas
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A Brief Bible Study on Martin Luther’s Christmas Hymn From Heaven Above
to Earth I Come by Pastor Schuldheisz

Opening Prayer:

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils
of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

As you read the text of the hymn, from whose perspective is the story of Jesus’ birth told? How does Luther
draw us into the story through this hymn?

1 Read Luke 2:1-20. How does Luther use the text of the Christmas story from St. Luke throughout this
hymn?

1 Instanza 1 of From Heaven Above to Earth I Come, the angel sings of good news and glad tidings of joy.
Why is Jesus’ birth good news for us? Read Galatians 4:3-7.

1 Stanza 3 echoes the angel’s message to Joseph in Matthew 1. Read Matthew 1:18-25. What does the angel
say to Joseph to comfort him in his distress? What comfort do these words of promise give us still?

1 In Luke 2, as in Luther’s hymn, the shepherds find Jesus by following the signs proclaimed by the angel. In
the church, what tangible signs has God given us to find where Jesus is present with us and for us

1 Throughout From Heaven Above to Earth I Come, Luther points us to the Great Exchange that happens in
Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection for us. Jesus exchanges his heavenly throne for the manger and the
cross, to give us eternal life in heaven with Him. Where do you see this theme of Jesus’ great exchange in
this hymn?

Closing Prayer:

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,

Senior Saints Updates by Natalie Walta

The November Senior Saints Thanksgiving Dinner was a success! A special “thank you” to Sally Bartels for pre-
paring Turkey and doing the beautiful table decorations, as well as games, prizes, etc. Another “thank you” to
everyone for their wonderful food donations! Pastor Schuldheisz’s opening devotion was based on Psalm 136,
and Sally shared some history about the writer of the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God,” which we sang to-
gether. Those present celebrating November birthdays were Carol Raphael and John Schulz

In the wake of the terrible fires in California, Senior Saints chose to donate $175.00 to Lutheran World Relief
& Human Care (Disaster Response), which has responded (in the last year alone) to 70 disasters in the US and
abroad.

The next Senior Saints potluck will be their Christmas gathering, planned for Wednesday, December 2nd at
1pm, following the noon Advent Service. You are asked to bring a generic type gift to exchange (approx. $5
range). Just come and enjoy! It should be a lot of fun!

God’s Blessings to each of you as you prepare your hearts for this joyful observance of our Lord and Savior’s

birth!




Until We Meet Again from Bruce & Linnea Stebnitz
To the Saints of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church,

The Apostle Paul wrote to his friends and loved ones in Christ at the church in Philippi; “I thank my God in all
my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” I echo that same sentiment to all of you at Beautiful
Savior for your love, friendship and fellowship in our common saving faith in the finished work of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

As you know, I'll be leaving Beautiful Savior and the Milton area for Lewiston, Idaho. This is an exciting and
challenging endeavor to experience even more of the blessings of our Lord’s grace and mercy. We are told we’re
strangers and pilgrims in a foreign land to be sure, nonetheless, He continues to shower us with an abundance of
gifts and blessings during our journey upon this earth, this foreign land.

Lord willing, I expect to return to visit with you from time to time and hope many of you would come and visit
us on occasion as well. Accommodations will be meager for a year of so as we haven’t even finalized the home
design as of this date. We will be spending the first week in a hotel then settling into a townhouse until our new
home is completed, hopefully by this time next year.

So it is, whether we meet again at Beautiful Savior, in Lewiston, or in our heavenly home, we will meet again!
Not because we have planned so wisely but, because of the grace, finished work and promises of our Victorious
Savior Jesus Christ over sin, death and the power of the devil.

Till we meet again; the love of God the Father, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit give you His peace.

I love you all, God bless you all. You are and have been a blessing to us. Keep smiling!!!

Sunday School News & Positive Thoughts by Cathy Coleman
Happy Birthday Jesus from many grateful hearts! There is no greater gift than Jesus Christ! Thank you, Lord!

The Sunday School Students will be performing the Christmas Story on December 23 during the Sunday
Service @ 9:00a.m. Parents, please have your child attend practice immediately after the Sunday School hour on
December 9th, and December 16%-. Plan on 30 minutes for practice.

This year we will be collecting the Sunday School offerings for Heifer International from November 11%
through December 31%. We had a wonderful response from our congregation last year and will give people a
chance to donate again. Look for the black board with information and a basket to donate to Heifer Interna-
tional. Of course, we will continue to support Elideth Medrano C. through World Vision. We did receive an
update concerning Elideth and her community of Masehual Tlapolewilistl, Mexico. She is doing well in 3+
grade as an 8-year-old. Please keep praying for her, her family and their village.

Heifer International Organization is a non-profit organization who does unique work in the quest to fight
hunger. Our gift of a certain amount of money will go to purchase an animal; let’s say a sheep. Heifer Interna-
tional will train a family on how to care for the sheep and make sure the appropriate facilities are available to
raise a healthy animal. Throughout the year the sheep provides soft, warm wool that can be made into clothing
or sold to pay for food, medicine and school. The family receiving an animal must agree to “Pass on the Gift” to
another family. That sheep’s first offspring will go to another family along with training. From November 11%
through December any monies collected from our Sunday School offerings and the special offerings from the
congregation will go to the Heifer International to purchase an animal(s). The animal(s) chosen will depend on
the amount of money collected. Look for the bag under the black board in the Narthex where there will be in-
formation about this Christmas project. Share this message of giving with your children, especially the message
that it is better to give then receive.

Posiive thought: The grearese i

The Sunday School Students will be
performing the Christmas Storyon
December 23rd during the Sunday

Service at 9:00am.




