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Flowers
6th OPEN
13th OPEN
20th OPEN
27th OPEN

Ushers

6th Ron & Kramer
F, Terry & Matt L
13th & 20th
Andrew L, Mark R,
Gene S

27th Steve L, John
S, Chris S, Terry Y

Office Closed

2

3

6:00pm—Elders’
Meeting

4

6:30pm—Girls
Night

5

6

9:00am—D.S. IV
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Steve Loy

7

5:30pm—
Confirmation

7:00pm—PB&]

8

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

7:00pm—Ladies
Bible Study

7:30pm—Trustees
Meeting

9

10:30am—
Evangelism Meeting

12:00pm—Senior
Saints

11

Pastor Off

13
9:00am—D.S. IV
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Ron Schill

14

5:30pm—

Confirmation

7:00pm—LWML
Meeting

7:00pm—PB&]J

15

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

7:00pm—Council
Meeting

7:00pm—Ladies
Bible Study

17

6:30pm—
Stewardship
Meeting

18

Pastor Off

20

9:00am—D.S. IV
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Michael
Dunn

Mite Box Sunday

21

5:30pm—

Confirmation

7:00pm—PB&]

22

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

6:00pm—Handbell

Practice

7:00pm—Ladies
Bible Study

25

Pastor Off

26

11:00am—LWML
Convention Plan-

ning Meting

27
9:00am—D.S. IV
Youth Pancake
Breakfast
Fundraiser
10:30am—Sunday
School

Elder: Emil
Augustine

Voters’ Meeting

28

5:30pm—

Confirmation

7:00pm—PB&]J

29

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

6:00pm—Handbell

Practice

7:00pm—Ladies
Bible Study

30

9:30am—Sewing &
Quilting

Acolytes
6th Maverick
Lueck
13th Jackson
Young
20th Colton
Lueck
27th Jonah Last

Fellowship
6th Hibbard
13th Concordia
Christian Academy
20th OPEN
27th OPEN
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Delivering God’s Gifts to God’s Children: The Rite of First

Communion in Lutheran Service Book by Pastor Schuldheisz

What is First Communion, also called
Early Communion, in the Lutheran
Church? Over the next several newsletter
articles, we will be looking at the history,
doctrine, and practice of the Rite of First
Communion in the Lutheran Church.
We begin, however, where all catechu-
mens begin, no matter the age, with Lu-

ther’s Small Catechism.

In the Sacrament of the Altar, Martin Lu-
ther carefully, and deliberately leads
Christians further up and further in to the
gifts God gives us in the Lord’s Supper.
He begins with the Scriptures’ teaching
on this central, saving gift, quoting Jesus’
words of institution from Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and St. Paul. The Lord’s

Supper is the true body and blood of Je-
sus given to us in the bread and wine for
us Christians to eat and drink. Here we

find the foundation and anchor for all
Christians, namely, God’s Word of prom-
ise attached to physical means.

After quoting the Scriptures, Luther then
provides us with the benefit of the Lord’s
Supper. In this sacred meal, Jesus bestows
the forgiveness, life, and salvation he won
for us on the cross in, with, and under the
bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Logically, and theologically, the next
question in Luther’s explanation of the
Lord’s Supper is, Who, then, receives
such Sacrament worthily?

He answers simply, and succinctly,

Fasting and bodily preparation are, in-
deed, fine outward training. But a person

is truly worthy and well prepared who has
faith in these words, “Given ... and shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins.”

This third question is particularly helpful
in our study of The Rite of First Com-
munion in the Lutheran Church, past and
present. What exactly is it that makes one
worthy to receive the Lord’s Supper? For
Luther, the answer to this question is im-
portant for our understanding of the
Lord’s Supper. Worthiness at the Lord’s
Table is not based on a purely rational
understanding of the Lord’s Supper, nor
is it based upon an inward, subjective or
emotional basis, nor is one’s worthiness
made on the basis of legalism or human
works. Luther cuts through the false idols
of rationalism, pietism, and works right-
eousness and teaches us that worthy re-
ception in the Lord’s Supper is not based
upon our thoughts, feelings, or works, but
rather in God’s gift of faith: a person is
truly worthy and well prepared who has
faith in these words, “Given ... and shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins.

This does not deny the importance of seri-
ous and thorough study of the Scriptures
and The Small Catechism before receiving
the Lord’s Supper. Quite the opposite.
Following the Scriptures and Catechism,
such Christian education and examina-
tion are an integral part of preparation for
receiving the Lord’s Supper, whether it is
first communion class, or an adult who
becomes a new member.

Our own Lutheran Ser- Cont'd on pg. 2
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| vice Book: Agenda outlines both the form and substance of the doctrine and prac-
tice for the Rite of First Communion. The Lutheran Service Book: Agenda is one of
several doctrinally, and synodically approved resources for Lutheran Worship, cere-
monies, and occasions. Lutheran Service Book has been used in our LCMS church-
es and synod since 2006 when it was first published. It contains additional services,
ceremonies, and resources for pastors and people in the daily and weekly life of the
Christian congregation.

Though there have been many other rites or orders of first communion, some dating
back to Luther’s day in the Reformation, Lutheran Service Book is a valuable tool
w2 for pastors and congregations, collecting these resources in one accessible place for

» pastor and people.
) 4 i Here are some of the highlights for The Rite of First Communion as found in our
Lutheran Service Book: Agenda:

This rite is intended to be used to admit to the Lord’s Supper baptized children who have not yet been con-
firmed. Candidates for admission to the Lord’s Supper have learned the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and
the Lord’s Prayer. They have received careful instruction in the Gospel and Sacraments. Confessing their sins
and trusting in their Savior, they desire to receive the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of sins and the strength-
ening of their faith in Christ and their love for others.

Baptized Christians are admitted to the Sacrament of the Altar when they have been examined and absolved by
their pastor in accordance with the practice outlined in the Augsburg Confession (Article XXV).

As The Rite of First Communion begins, the pastor addresses the congregation saying, “Beloved in the Lord, in
Holy Baptism these young people were born again as God’s children and received into His Church. As a further
gift of His love for us, our Lord Jesus Christ has given His Church the Sacrament of the Altar and invites His
children to receive this Sacrament in faith for the forgiveness of their sins. The apostle Paul reminds us, “Let a
person therefore examine himself and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup,” and “as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” These candidates have received in-
struction and have been examined by the pastor regarding their sin and their understanding of the Sacrament of

the Altar.”

In The Lutheran Service Book resources, we find an historical, catechetical, and Scriptural precedent for the
ceremony known as The Rite of First Communion in the Lutheran congregation. The purpose of this rite, or
ceremony, is to deliver God’s gifts to God’s children in the reception of the Lord’s Supper, for their forgiveness
and the strengthening of their faith.

In next month’s newsletter article, we will further unpack the content of The Rite of First Communion.

McCain, P. T. (Ed.). (2005). Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions (p. 343). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House.

Senior Saints Updates by Natalie Walta

A Christmas devotion shared by Pastor Schuldheisz, started off the December Senior Saints luncheon. Tables
were festively decorated for the season by hostesses Carolyn Jolly and Carol Raphael. Winner of the Christmas
Trivia prize went to Mary McNally, and was followed by Carol's fun reading of “T"was the Night Before
Christmas.” Also, knowing your “right” from your “left” was a big help in passing around the gifts that were
exchanged! Happy Birthday was sung to Karen Riveness, the December birthday senior. Pastor closed our
gathering with prayers for needs of the sick and with the Lord's Prayer.

Senior Saints will begin the New Year, God-willing, on Wednesday, January 9th at 12:00pm. Come join us for
good food, fun, friends, and fellowship!

+ + +

KIDS IN THE

DIVINE SERVICE

+ + +
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What is “The Epiphany of Our Lord”?

The word “epiphany” (pronounced ee-PIF-uh-nee) comes from
the Greek word meaning “manifestation.” Jesus was made
known to all people simply by being bom. If we had been alive
back then, we could have actually reached out and touched
Jesus! He was real, and the evidence was in His birth!

Why do we celebrate Epiphany?

Epiphany is the third part of the Christmas season. During this
spedial season in the Church Year, we remember the visit of
the Wise Men. Traditionally, this visit is celebrated on Jan. 6.

[

ﬁ

Epiphany also brings to mind
many other important events
in Jesus’ life. For example, we
remember Jesus' Baptism, the
star that guided the Wise Men,
and most importantly, His
birth! Wow! There sure is a lot
happening after Christmas!

Parents: “God in flesh made manifest” is a hard

is offered, be sure to let your children attend with

statement for children to understand. Be sure to
remind them that Jesus is real, alive and once walked
on the earth for all to see. When Holy Communion

you. Instruct them that this is where Christ manifests
and gives His true body and blood for us.

Comyight © 2016 LOMS Worship. Created by Christopher Thoma. LOMS congaegations. and schooks. hawe permession
toreproduce "HDS n Te Divine Service” lor thar e
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Recommended Reading:

The Growing in Faith Bible
By Concordia Publishing

The Growing in Faith Bible is
designed for children ages 8-10 as
they grow in their relationship
with their Savior. Colorful artwork
is interspersed throughout the full
ESV biblical text in 10.5-point
font, along with a host of features
specially written for this age
group:

1 125 Bible Narratives describe
125 important events in the
Bible, many surrounding the
life of Jesus, in simple words.
Each is matched with a beauti-
ful, engaging picture.

1 Big Words highlight essential
Bible words, explain what they
mean, and teach why they are
important for our salvation.

1 Big Questions and An-
swers explore difficult ques-
tions that come up as we read
God’s Word.

1 Verses for Life are verses to
remember that teach us about
God’s love and our Savior,
Jesus Christ.

f  Character Sketches teach us
about 78 significant people in
the Bible—their families, jobs,
and other important facts.

7 And more!
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LWML News
by Elizabeth Cook

Did you know the 2020
LWML WA-AK District Con-
vention will be at Great Wolf
Lodge just outside of Olympia?

The Rainier Zone (our zone)
will team up with the Lake
Washington and Hood Canal
zones to host this event! It
sounds like a lot of work, be-
cause there are many moving
pieces to hosting a convention.
However, when women serve as
God calls in the various com-
mittees, all the pieces are bro-
ken up into manageable bits.
When we serve with gladness as
a team, we can do even big

things well to the glory of God.

The kick-off planning meeting
will be held 1/26/19 right here
at Beautiful Savior at 11am. If
you are curious, please come
join us! You'll have a chance to
learn about all the opportunities
to serve.

Notes from the Office

Convention Planning Kick-Off

Everyone is welcome!

Come join us in preparing to host the 2020
LWML Washington-Alaska District Convention
and have a HOWLING good time!

11:00 AM January 26, 2019

Beautiful Savior

2306 Milton Way, Milton, WA 98354

LWML Washington-Alaska District Convention September 25-27, 2020, in
Grand Mound, WA at the Great Wolf Lodge.

The church staff worked hard to get the new website up by the end of 2018, and we did it! After a few bumps,
we finally have a new site up and running. There are a couple of pages that still need to be updated with infor-
mation, and we are still making a couple of tweaks; but we are finally back up to speed and have a fresh, new
look. Thank you for your patience, as we worked hard on through this over the past several months.

We are still working on putting together an updated 2019 Membership Directory. We should have one out by
the end of the month. We are still missing a couple of the draft directories that were out in the Narthex, so if
you think you may have grabbed one, please let the office know as soon as possible so we can copy down the
changes people made in them. If you haven’t shared your updated information yet, you still have time to get it

into the directory.

I¢’s also time to update our Portals of Prayer list. We will be placing the current list out in the Narthex for every-

one to take a look at and either update what you currently receive, or add your name to the list if you would like

to begin receiving one. You can also receive it electronically at https://www.cph.org/portals.

Do you have something for the newsletter? Make sure you havejyou
articles andimportantevents for the February Newsletterinto the office

by January 20th.

Notes from the Preschool Classroom by Kathy Heddlesten

Over the last couple of months the preschool children have been busy with activities to celebrate both Thanks-
giving and Christmas, but January will bring some normalcy back to our classrooms. There will be more activi-
ties and field trips planned in upcoming months, but nothing is planned for the month of January.

We’re at the mid-point in our school year. We didn’t reach our full enrollment potential this year, but we’re
hoping for better numbers in the fall. We’re considering some different ways to make the preschool more
“visible” in the community. Please keep us in your prayers.

Each year, we get a few children whose families don’t attend church, so what they learn here may be their first
introduction to God, Jesus, and the promise of the cross. We want to give them a good, solid foundation while
they’re with us, so they have something to build on in the future. Chapel time and prayer are both regular oc-
currences in our classrooms, but one of the things they most look forward to is some very special time they
spend with the Pastor. One day a week, the teachers take the children into the sanctuary for what we call “God’s
House.” Pastor is there when they arrive, dressed in his vestments, and he introduces their Bible story for the
week, and they sing songs and say prayers. He creates what is essentially a children’s worship service. It’s heart-
warming to watch them interact with him, and see their interest in items on the altar, asking questions, absorb-
ing and learning. Their minds are like little sponges. I have no doubt that the time they spend with him in
God’s House will be one of the fondest memories of their preschool years.

As the calendar rolls over into 2019, I find myself reflecting on the past year, and how very blessed I am. I hope
you take time to do the same. May the new year bring you peace, good health, and thankfulness for the blessings
in your life.

Vot er 3 s, Mmruary 47th g
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Bible Studies

Was one of your resolutions to read your Bible more? If you aren’t already attending one of our Bible Studies,
now is a great time to join in and have accountability in your new resolution as we start the new year. Here is
what our groups are currently studying!

Adult Bible Study—Hebrews: Sunday Morning at 10:30am

“In many and various ways, God spoke to his people of old by the prophets. But now in these last days He has
spoken to us by His Son.” We hear this famous verse from Hebrews in the Service of Evening Prayer. Hebrews,
like the rest of Scripture, is Jesus’ word and promise to us. This New Testament book is a rich, sermon-like letter
revealing how Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises in the Old Testament. Jesus is the one greater than the
angels, greater than Moses, and the embodiment of the tabernacle in human flesh. Hebrews also reveals Jesus as
our Great High Priest who laid down his life for us.

Women’s Bible Study—Book of Luke: Tuesday Morning at 10:00am

This is a new study, so it is a great time to come join us!

Ladies Bible Study—Book of Matthew: Tuesday Night at 7:00pm

If evenings work best for you, this is a great opportunity to join a wonderful group of ladies!




Sunday School News by Cathy Coleman
May your New Year be full of the Father (love), Jesus Christ (hope), and The Holy Spirit (faith). The reason

for life is Christ! No excuses, just do it...count your blessings, be grateful and remember, we deserve nothing.
Everything we have is because of what God has given us! There are few words to express our gratitude, thankful-
ness and appreciation, except to say it in prayer, to “Our Father Who Art In Heaven,” everyday!

We closed out donation for Heifer International on December 31%. Unofficially, the amount collected for
Heifer International is $336.06. The children will be picking animals for families who are in need. Thank you
to all who have given!

Our Sunday School Children’s Choir performed the Christmas story during the 9 O’clock Sunday service
hour on December 23rd. There is no doubt, we have the cutest, finest, first class children’s choir around town!
They did an exceptional job. Thank you, Ruth Holmquist for playing the guitar, teaching and directing the
children. Thank you parents, for helping your child learn the words and spend time, precious time, going over
the words. It really showed. Thanks to all who helped. Everyone did a fabulous, wonderful job!

Congratulations to the following students for having perfect attendance during the fall Sunday School
session: Helen Ferris, Jeremiah Hawley, David Hibbard, Jonah Schuldheisz, Peter Ferris, Sam Hibbard, Emil
Muta Augustine and Zoe Schuldheisz! Well done! Jesus is smiling!

Positive thought: In the book, Lutheranism 101, The Solas of Lutheranism, there states basic principles we
believe in: salvation is a gift, we receive grace through faith and the rule of all doctrine is the Holy Scriptures.
Something to memorize: By grace alone, through faith alone, in scripture alone, to Christ alone! Each one is
“alone” but neither is alone. They work together, one God, the triune God. The same God yesterday, today and
tomorrow. The same God who made heaven and earth. The same God who is the word, who is with us from the
beginning. An amazing God who made us very special. Why us? This is a simple question to answer: because
God loves us! What is so hard? When looking from the outside in, it is easy to realize we don’t deserve God’s
blessings, yet He gives us blessings every day, freely, without a fee. He decided to pay the price, by giving His
son Jesus, The Christ, for the forgiveness of sins! Let us count our blessings, for God chose us and He will never
leave us nor forsake us! Be grateful, give thanks to God for He loves you more than anyone else could. A
heavenly New Year to all!

New Member Corner: Meet the Vetter Family!

The Vetter Family includes David & Nodira, Marc, Marie, Andrew & Amelia (twins), Daniel and Nicholas.
Marc is away in his 1st year of Medical School at the University of Virginia. Marie is in her Senior Year at
Pacific Lutheran University. Marc & Marie attended school at Concordia Lutheran School and Mount Ranier
Lutheran High. The younger Vetters attend Parkland Lutheran School.

David is the son (9th of 10 children) of Pastor Eugene Vetter (LCMS, ret) & Joan Vetter. David's family in-
cludes 9 LCMS Pastors & Missionaries (uncles, cousins, nephews). David's Great-Grandfathers (Pastor Ottmar
Cloeter and Pastor Henry Vetter) were recruited from Bavaria and Saxony, Germany to become missionary
Pastors on the Minnesota frontier in the 1860's. David grew up in Nebraska and Wisconsin before joining the
Army. He recently retired from the Army after 33 years of service and was deployed many times in his career
throughout Europe, the Balkans, the Middle East, Central Asia, Africa, the Far East, and the South Pacific. Da-

vid currently works as an Internal Medicine Physician in Downtown Tacoma.

Nodira was a physician in her home country of Uzbekistan before moving to the US and becoming a stay-at-
home mom. Nodira comes from Tashkent, Uzbekistan, the 5th largest city in the former USSR. Uzbekistan is a
country in the heartland of Central Asia, on the Silk Road, and is famous for friendly, good-natured, industrious
people, silk, gold, and a rich agricultural and culinary tradition. The Vetter family is thankful for the chance to
now call the beautiful Northwest “home.”

We are thankful to have access to Lutheran schools, and especially thankful for a rare and precious Lutheran

LCMS Stewardship Ministry (Iems.org)

It is no secret that God calls us to be generous with the gifts He has given
us. Throughout the Bible, we read that just as God has generously given to
us, so are we to give generously one to another. As Jesus said, “By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one anoth-
er” (John 13:35) and “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Luke

6:30).

But God also calls us to give to Him. And He, who does all things well,

presses it into service for the benefit of all the people of God. See for ex-
ample what God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, after he and the people were safely brought out of Egypt
across the Red Sea on dry land:

The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every
man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. And this is the contribution that
you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined
linen, goats' hair, tanned rams' skins, goatskins, acacia wood, oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing
oil and for the fragrant incense, onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece.
And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show you concerning the
pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. (Ex. 25: 1-9)

Notice in verse two that the Lord instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to “take for me a contribution” and that
from everyone motivated from gratitude for what God has just accomplished and given to them, Moses is to
gather up “the contribution for me.”

Pay attention, though, why the Lord wants the people of Israel to gather up these contributions for Him. God
tells Moses precisely why: “let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” The purpose for the
contribution of the Israelites was so that He may dwell with them, that He would live among them. Through the
tabernacle and the priesthood, through their rites and ceremonies, through their feasts and festivals, as through
means, the Lord God, who brought them out of the bondage of Egypt would live and dwell among them and be
their God, and lead them into the promised land, which flowed with milk and honey.

God dwells among us still. In the fullness of time, God’s son was born of woman, born under the law to redeem

those under the law. He brouiht us out of bondaie to sin, death, the devil, and Hell, and He did this by His




