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Have Yourself A Merry Little Advent by Pastor Schuldheisz

Happy New Year! Yes, you heard that
right. Although the calendars on our refrig-
erators and smart phones will soon tell us
it’s only December 2018, the church has a
different calendar called the church year.
The church year is a constant proclamation
of God’s saving acts in history for his peo-
ple of all time. The church year begins as it
ends, with the coming of Christ.

That’s what that little word “advent”
means, coming. Just as Jesus came in the
flesh, born of the Virgin Mary, so too he
will come again in the flesh at his second
coming on the Last Day. You see, Advent
is about much more than preparing for
Christmas; it’s also about preparing for
Jesus’ final advent when he comes again in
glory. We live our Christian lives in the
Last Days, the time of waiting between
Christ’s first and second coming. Days
marked by repentant readiness, prepara-
tion, receiving God’s Word and Sacra-
ments. This is where Christ is present

among us until he comes again: in water,

word, body and blood bringing forgiveness
of sins. Until the Last Day, we watch and
wait for Jesus’ second advent even as we
celebrate his first.

The 12th century French abbot, St. Ber-
nard once said, “In the first coming, Christ
comes in the flesh and in weakness; in the
second, He comes in Spirit and power; in
the third, He comes in glory and majesty;
and the second coming is the means
whereby we pass from the first to the
third.”

In a few short sentences, St. Bernard sum-
marizes Scriptures’ teaching on Advent,
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Christmas, and the entire church year. Ad-
vent is a season of anticipation and expec-
tation. The One who came in humility in
Bethlehem’s manger, a lowly donkey and
Calvary’s cross, who now comes to us hid-
den in His holy Word and His holy body
and blood, will soon come visibly in glory
to raise the dead and give eternal life to all
who bear the Name of Christ Crucified.
Therefore, Advent is marked by a sublime
tone of joyful anticipation, a mixture of
holy fear and expectant joy.

Yes, Advent is a time of patience, which
can be hard in our fast-paced consumer
world. In the beginning of Lion, Witch
and the Wardrobe, Narnia always had win-
ter and never Christmas, a tragic effect of
the White Witch’s curse on the land. Be-
ginning in October it appears that the
problem in our world is that it’s always
Christmas but never Advent. Or worse yet,
always Christmas without any Christ. We
should expect that from the world.

But we should expect that Church will be
different from the world. The Church is
the one place where you should expect to
hear the proclamation of God’s Word —
His salvation in Jesus, His forgiveness of
sins. To hear about Jesus’ coming in the
flesh in his Word and Sacraments and his
return on the Last Day. Advent also pre-
pares us for the joyous 12 day feast of
Christmas that begins on December 25th,
and lasts until Epiphany on January 6th.

The Gospel readings for the four Sundays
in Advent point us to this Scriptural prom-
ise of hope and comfort. And during the

final week of Advent Cont'd on pg. 2
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there are the “O Antiphons” from December 17 — December 23, a series of ancient prayers proclaiming Christ’s
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. You can find the hymn with words for these prayers on Lutheran Ser-
vice Book page 357.

December 17% — O Wisdom : Proverbs 8, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31.
December 18* — O Adonai: Exodus 3:1-15, Philippians 2:5-11.

December 19% — O Root of Jesse: Isaiah 11:1-16, Revelation 22:16.
December 20* — O Key of David: Isaiah 22:15-25, Matthew 16:13-20.
December 21% — O Dayspring: Isaiah 9:1-7, Malachi 4:2, Revelation 22:16.
December 2274 — O King of Nations: Zechariah 9:9-10, 1 Peter 2:4-6.
December 23 — O Emmanuel: Isaiah 7:1 — 8:10, Matthew 1:18-25.

If you’re looking for peace and solace in this busy Advent season, you won’t find it in the decorations or desserts,
presents or parties, credit card bills or fruitcake. You will, however, find it where Jesus comes and advents among
us Sunday after Sunday. In Advent we focus on Jesus’ crib and cross in our Advent lives as Christians. In Jesus
you have true rest from all the holiday hullabaloo. So, this advent, hang all your worries on the tree. Not the one
in your living room. But Jesus’ tree, decorated with his holy, precious blood and his innocent suffering and
death for you.

In a time of year when life can seem to weigh you down, Advent is here to build you up by showing you the love
of your Savior, upon whom we wait. In a season that is often full of stress and chaos, Advent never fails to give
you the peace of God in the forgiveness of Christ whose birth, life and death we celebrate. We need a little Ad-
vent, right this very minute. And in Jesus, that’s exactly what we have. So, have yourself a merry little Advent.
Here are a few suggestions on ways to celebrate Advent in the home with your family:

1. Attend midweek Advent services at 12 and 7pm. Advent is a time of watchful prayer and devotion, and
what better place to do that than in church with your congregation.
. Use any of the daily devotions in our narthex or on our church Facebook page.
. Use an Advent wreath along with your family devotions to prepare for Christ’s coming at Christmas, in
Word and Sacrament, and on the Last Day.
. When that last week before Christmas comes, consider using the “O Antiphons” above as devotion or
prayers for the day.
. When people say happy holidays, respond with, “Blessed Advent.” It’s a great way to start a conversation
about the real meaning of Advent and Christmas.
. Make a Jesse Tree with your family or for yourself. A Jesse Tree is full of symbols of the Christian faith that
point us to Jesus’ saving work.
. Try decorating the house in stages, just like the church does. Set out a few things a week or so at a time and
enjoy the memories they hold.
. Schedule your Christmas party during the 12 days of Christmas. Your friends will thank you for not having
another party to attend before Christmas. You have 12 days of feasting to enjoy the glad tidings of great joy
. Speaking of 12 days, there’s nothing wrong with a little post-Christmas shopping. You've got all 12 days to
enjoy.
10. Make an advent calendar with Scripture passages for each day of the season of Advent, beginning Novem-
ber 27th and ending December 23rd. Old Testament prophecies about Jesus’ coming and New Testament
verses about his fulfillment make a great confession of faith during this season.

Concerning the Practice of Early Communion from the Board of Elders

Dear Congregation,

It has come to the attention of the Board of Elders that some members of the Congregation have concerns with
the Pastor giving early communion. The Elders have considered the topic of early communion, and this situa-
tion specifically, over the past two Board meetings. We propose the following resolution of this discord.

blessed Sacrament of His body and blood, will soon come visibly in blazing glory to raise the dead and give eter-
nal life to all who call on His Name. The tone of Advent is joyful anticipation, a mixture of holy fear and ex-
pectant joy, like that of a mother-to-be awaiting the arrival of her first baby.

Advent is a time of sober patience. Sadly, our instant gratification culture seems to have had more influence on
the Church than the Church has had on the surrounding culture. Advent has been gobbled up by the frenzy of
the “winter holidays,” which now begin after Halloween! By the time Christmas arrives, most are too weary to
worship and too burned out from decking the halls to celebrate the birth of the world’s Savior with any degree
of joy much less energy. Remember, Christmas is a twelve day feast, beginning on December 25th. In celebrat-
ing Advent in all its somber, sober watchfulness, we Christians can give a priceless gift to each other and to the
world by showing the patient hope we have in Jesus’ coming,.

The season has its own peculiar customs and traditions. One cherished tradition is the Advent wreath. This ev-
ergreen wreath with four candles is a tradition from northern Europe. Each candle stands for one of the four
Sundays in Advent. The closed circle is a symbol of God’s eternality. Like the circle, our Lord is without begin-
ning and without end. The evergreen branches represent the eternal life that is ours through the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ, a life that transcends death itself. Just as the evergreen remains alive and fresh even in
the dead of winter, so Jesus fills us with new life even in death. “I am the Resurrection and the Life. He who
believes in me will live even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-

20).

The candles remind us of Jesus Christ, who is the Light of the world, the Light no darkness can overcome. They
also represent all baptized believers in Jesus who reflect His light into the darkness of this world and proclaim
Him who called them out of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9-10). Each successive week in Ad-
vent, another candle is lit. Sometimes smaller candles or little red berries are added to count off the days be-
tween Sundays. At Christmas Eve, the Advent wreath is replaced with a single white Christ candle, signifying
the appearing of Christ in the world.

As the candles on the Advent wreath burn ever more brightly with the approach of Christmas, we are reminded
of how near is the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ. Good news indeed! He comes to judge the world in His
righteousness, and the verdict will be “innocent” in His atoning death. Your faith in Him will not be in

vain. He comes to save!

Other Advent customs include the Advent calendar with its little doors or pockets each concealing a gift or
Scripture verse and counting the days to Christmas, and the “Jesse Tree,” depicting the family tree of Jesus as the
promised Branch from the stem of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1). Advent calendars and Jesse Trees make fun family pro-
jects during the season of Advent.

The intent of Advent is not to “take the fun” out of Christmas but to restore the joy and celebration to Christ-
mas by having a period of prayerful preparation and to put the holy back into the December "holidays." As we
celebrate Christ’s first coming by way of the Virgin and the manger, and as we delight in His sacramental com-
ing to us in the Word and Supper, we await His coming in glory at a day and an hour no one knows.

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come/ And night shall be no more/ They need no light, no lamp, nor sun
For Christ will be their All!

COMING UP THIS MONTHI!

Thanksgiving Food Drive for the month of November
(more info on bulletin boards)
Senior Saints Thanksgiving Luncheon on November 14th
Thanksgiving Potluck on November 18th
Thanksgiving Service on November 22nd




2:15-17, we are not to conform to this world. Christians are not of this world and therefore, we must not love
the things of this world. How, as parents are we to reconcile this with our children? The odds are our children
will rebel. The things of this world are so tempting. It all looks so delicious, so wonderful, so appealing, so right.
1 John 2:15 says, if anyone loves the world; the love of the Father is not in him. Well, first, God does not mean
people, but things. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves. We are to love all people. John is talking about sin
against God and His righteousness. The world and its desires will pass away but the person who does the will of
God lives forever. We must teach our children that God is first! If God is first all of the other things will fall into
place. If God is first — there is no fear, for God will work His plan for our children and for us. As 1 John 2:1 also
says: “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who
speaks to the Father in our defense, Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.” Yes, we have a challenge, but all things are
possible with Christ!

Advent 101 by Pastor Schuldheisz

The church year in the West begins with a preparatory season called “Advent.” The word
“advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “appearing” or “coming,” referring
. to the appearing of a great king or even a god. In Christian usage, it refers to the appearing
. of Jesus Christ in two ways - His first appearing as the Child born of the Virgin Mary and
- His second appearing in glory on the Last Day to judge the living and the dead. You see,
~ Advent isn’t only about getting ready for Christmas; it’s also about getting ready for Jesus’
final appearing in glory only the Last Day.

We live in the last days, between Christ’s first and second appearances. He is always present with us, and always
has been since the beginning. His presence is made audible and visible to us by the Spirit through the preached
Word and the Sacraments. Only briefly did the Son of God show His face some 2000 years ago. Only at the
end will we see His face again when He appears in glory. Until then, we watch and wait for His second advent
even as we celebrate His first.

St. Bernard wrote this concerning the coming of Christ: “In the first coming, Christ comes in the flesh and in
weakness; in the second, He comes in Spirit and power; in the third, He comes in glory and majesty; and the
second coming is the means whereby we pass from the first to the third.”

The season of Advent has its origins in France and Spain in the 4th and 5th centuries. As early as 380, the

Council of Saragossa urged faithful Christians to attend church every day from December 17th through Epipha-
ny (January 6). Early calendars in both the East and the West indicated a 40-day period of fasting, beginning on
November 14th. The liturgical principle is “fast before feast,” following the pattern of Lent and Easter. Before a
major feast there is a period of fasting - solemn, repentant preparation. This stands in sharp contrast to our con-
sumerist culture that feasts first and then diets afterward, resolving to “do better” in the new year. Joyful feasting

and disciplined fasting go hand in hand.
Advent has four distinct Sundays themed by the readings from the holy Gospel:

The 1st Sunday in Advent focuses on Christ’s appearing in glory with the image of His triumphal ride into
Jerusalem as the messianic King,.

The 2nd Sunday brings John the Baptist’s prophetic voice calling Israel out to the wilderness to “prepare the
way of the Lord.”

The 3rd Sunday again focuses on John the Baptist, this time on the content of his preaching of repentance
and his greatness as the forerunner of the Messiah.

The 4th Sunday emphasizes Jesus’ immaculate conception by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin
Mary. During the final week of Advent, it is customary to pray the “O Antiphons” from December 17 to
December 23, a series of ancient prayers addressed to Christ in terms of Old Testament prophesy.

Advent is a season of quiet anticipation and expectation. The One who once came in humility by way of Bethle-
hem’s manger, David’s donkey, and Calvary’s cross, who now comes to us hiddenly in His holy Word and the

Firstly, as to the concern that early communion may be in conflict with the teachings of the church, there is no
conflict. Our Lutheran Service Book Agenda even has a ceremony for First Communion, separate from—and
prior to—the ceremony for Confirmation, so this practice is not outside of Lutheran Church—M issouri Synod
doctrine or practice. Martin Luther, himself, was accustomed to provide the sacrament to youth at the age of 9
years.

Secondly, the objection has been raised that early communion violates the requirements for Communicant
Members, outlined in Section 2.B.1 of the Congregational Constitution (2 July 2010 revision):

“Confirmation: Since confirmation is reception into church membership, all persons confirmed
by this church body shall become communicant members of this congregation.”

However, we note that early communion was the practice of Pastor Schuldheisz’s previous ministry. We believe,
therefore, that the appropriate resolution of this concern is to receive Pastor Schuldheisz’s family as communi-
cant members of the church through transfer, according to the conditions of Section 2.B.2:

“Transfer: Persons coming with a letter of transfer from a congregation in church fellowship provided
they conform in all respects to the requirements of membership of this congregation—shall be received
by the pastor, in the absence of a called pastor this action will fall to the Board of Elders. The Church
Council and Voters Assembly shall approve receiving the new communicant member(s) in the subs-
quent meeting following the receipt of the letter of transfer.”

The Elders will also consider recommendation of revision language to the Constitution to more clearly deal with
this occurrence.

Elders
Ron Schill—Head Elder (Acting) ~ Emil Augustine  Jonathan Bartels
Steve Loy—Secretary Michael Dunn  Bruce Stebnitz

Senior Saints Updates by Natalie Walta
In October our devotion was based on Psalm 139, which reminds us that God KNOWS each of us perfectly. In
spite of this, He reassures us that He still loves us and covers our sins with His mercy through our Savior, Jesus!

Thank you to co-hostesses Bonnie LaMonte and Karen Riveness for planning the entertainment that included
Bible questions as well as the Bible humor enjoyed by all! Also while some of us were “treated,” others were

“tricked” with the White Elephant gifts they received. Lots of good fun!

WEDNESDAY NOON, NOVEMBER 14, will be the annual Senior Saints Thanksgiving Dinner, God-willing,
to which you are most cordially invited! Our top chef turkey preparer will be Sally Bartels. If you did not sign
up to bring a specific dish, please feel free to bring either a salad, veggie dish, or a dessert. Come and join us!

A Blessed Thanksgiving to you all!
New Website and Logo

The staff has been working hard to get some new things in place for Beautiful Savior. If you have been to the
website (www.mybslc.com) sometime in the past couple of weeks, you will notice we have a new layout. Yay!
Information is still being uploaded to the site, so you should notice more updates during this first part of No-
vember. We also have some new logos, which we are very
excited to start using in various ways! Take a look!

Beautiful Savior

Lutheran Church and Preschool Beautiful Savior

Lutheran Church and Preschool




Thoughts on Evangelism by John Schulz

For 5 sunny mild days last week, I struggled through vine maple evaluating some very fine timber in western
Lewis County. This would have been a fine week for evangelizing around our community. In September at the
state fair in Puyallup I had the opportunity to occupy a booth for the Society of American Foresters. It is always
interesting to see how many passers-by seemed to avoid any personal contact, while others were ready to talk.
Without being pro-active there would be no communication. On the other hand, at the same location was a 3
day Octoberfest where great throngs came through the blue gate with great expectations of camaraderie or what-
ever. Well, it was a very noisy event with over-priced everything and bad music — should have gone to Munich!
People want what they don’t need and don’t want what they do need — didn’t the apostle Paul speak of that?

What is all the above leading to? It is a very rare occurrence to have casual visitors enter our doors for worship.
Without prior knowledge of our liturgy, the adult experience could be difficult. There are a great number of new
residents in the apartments in Edgewood along Meridian Avenue. Canvassing provides opportunity for face to
face meetings where we can reveal our intent and provide a brochure explaining our beliefs and worship oppor-
tunities both for adults and children. First time visits can be intimidating for some; however engaging people on
their own turf can be comforting.

The above is the hope of our Pastor and the Board of Evangelism of things to come. We will soon be in the sea-
son of Advent, long nights and the period of Lent — that’s one-third of a year. There are many opportunities to
brush up your evangelism skills. Bring your unchurched friends to know of our Lutheran confessions and beliefs.
Friendships forged in the church are enduring friendships - look around the congregation.

Your Evangelism Board needs your service and talents - please watch for notices in the weekly service folder for
weekend planning sessions before we hit the bricks in April-May. In Christ’s love!

New Member Corner: Meet the Nettnin’s!

= We are delighted to welcome Jerry and Bonnie Nettnin into our church fami-

= ly! They were drawn to BSLC during the time that Pastor Dan Gerken was
our vacancy pastor, and have been worshipping with us ever since. Bonnie
said they felt very welcomed and at home at BSLC so decided to transfer their
membership from Immanuel Lutheran-Puyallup. Interestingly, the Nettnins
and the Gerkens are family, as Pastor Dan’s wife Ruth is a younger sister of
Jerry’s. Also, Pastor Dan’s father, Pastor Ervin Gerken, married Jerry and Bon-
nie, and baptized and confirmed their children.

# Jerry and Bonnie are lifetime locals. Jerry grew up in north Puyallup, along
* | with his parents and five siblings; Bonnie in Sumner, after moving from Wyo-
| ming as a child, with her parents, brother, and sister. Jerry and Bonnie were
sweethearts at Sumner High School, and they were married in 1957. Two
o years later Jerry was drafted into the army, and the couple spent two years in
" Hawaii. They returned in 1963 and settled in Milton, in the home where they
" remain to this day. Before retiring, Jerry worked for 36 years for Smith Trac-
tor, a John Deere dealer in Fife. Bonnie is a homemaker. Their two daughters, Janet (now 49) and Susan (now

46) both graduated from Fife High School.

Today, both daughters reside in the Puyallup area with their husbands and children, a total of four grandchil-
dren for Jerry and Bonnie. Their extended family also includes aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and nephews, all of
whom also live locally. Their large family stays in close contact and there are many family gatherings to cherish
and remember.

Jerry and Bonnie feel they have been deeply blessed with many good years and a large and close family. They
count their new church family at BSLC among their many blessings. Praise be to God for bringing us new
church members and we look forward to getting to know the Nettnins better in Christian fellowship.

Notes from the Preschool Classroom by Kathy Heddlesten
No one can deny the beauty of the Pacific Northwest, but in my opinion, Fall is the prettiest season of them all.




