The Book of the Twelve: Micah (“Who is like the LORD”)

1. Historical Context: Micah was from the town of Moresheth in the hill country of Judah (1:1). He
prophesied during the reigns of Jotham (750-735 BC), Ahaz (735-715 BC), and Hezekiah (715-686 BC), kings
of Judah (1:1). He is mentioned in Jeremiah 26:17-19. This also makes Micah a contemporary of Isaiah and
Hosea. With particular emphasis on the shepherding work that God had called his prophets to do, Micah
uses this language to indict and declare God’s judgment upon the false shepherds/prophets who had led
Judah astray. While Micah primarily focused on the Southern Kingdom (Judah), his warning that the
Northern Kingdom would be destroyed came true in 722 B.C. when Assyria invaded the Northern Kingdom
of Israel.

2. Date: c. 750-686 B.C. Most likely completed by or before 725 B.C.

3. Author: Micah of Moresheth (1:1), a small village in the Judean foothills, 20 miles southwest of Jerusalem.
Note: his name, which means “Who is like YHWH?” bookends the prophetic writing. See 7:18.

4. Summary: God judges and God saves.

5. Christ in the Book of Micah: In the Book of Micah Christ is the judge of the nations and the shepherd who
is coming to gather all people as his sheep.

6. Literary Features:
a. Micah’s oracles are not arranged in a chronological order, giving the first impression of
randomness in his arrangements. Upon closer reading, however, there is an overall movement.
b. In general, this movement is from Law to Gospel, from judgment to salvation.

7. Main Theological Themes:

a. God’s judgment on the idolatry of Samaria (Northern Kingdom) and Jerusalem (Southern
Kingdom), and on their leaders for their greedy exploitation of God’s people. See 1:2-7; 5:10-15;
2:1-2; 3:1-4; 7:1-6.
God’s demand for justice, generosity, and humility from his people. See 6:1-8.

c. Deportation of Zion/Judah to Babylon and her rescue by God with his triumph over his enemies.
See 4:6-13; 5:7-9

d. God’s preservation of a faithful remnant. See Micah 4:1-5; 5:1-8

. Birth of a second David as a new king of Israel. See 5:1-5, 2:2-13; 7:8.
f. Salvation depicted as a new exodus. See 2:12; 4:6; 7:19.

8. Purpose(s):
a. See 7:7-10 and 7:18-20.
b. To encourage God’s people, the people of Zion as Micah describes believers, to hope for her
vindication by God.

9. Outline/Structure:
a. Introduction/Superscription —1:1
b. God’s case against Samaria and Jerusalem
i. Their sin and judgment: idolatry — 1:2-2:11
ii. God’s gathering of a remnant —2:12-13



C.

d.

God’s judgment and deliverance of Zion
i. The greed of her leaders —3
ii. Her deliverance, restoration, and purification — 4-5
God’s requirement and the hope of vindication by Him
i. God’s case against Israel — 6
ii. Zion’s lament about her people — 7:1-10
iii. Vindication of Zion by God — 7:11-20

10. New Testament References:

a.

Matthew 2:1-6 quotes Micah 5:2ff

b. Jesus alludes to Micah 7:6 in Matthew 10:35 and Luke 12:53
C.
d

Jesus’ frequent use of the shepherd language also echoes Micah 2:12-13 and 5:2-5.
In Micah 7:8, God described as “a Light to me”, similar to Jesus’ words, | am the Light of the
world, in John 8.

11. Liturgical Use:

a.

~0oooT

Advent 4C — Micah 5:2-5a

Christmas Dawn (1 yr) — Micah 5:2-5a
Epiphany 4A — Micah 6:1-8

Trinity 3 (1 yr) — Micah 7:18-20

Trinity 22 (1 yr) — Micah 6:6-8

Proper 26A (Oct 30 — Nov 5) — Micah 3:5-12



Micah 2:13, “He who opens the breach goes up before them; they break through and pass the gate, going

out by it. Their King passes on before them, YHWH at their head.”



Micah 5:4, “And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of YHWH, in the
majesty of the name of YHWH his God.”

Micah anticipates an eschatological Shepherd-King, and the WAY in which this Shepherd-King will lead

His people will display the sovereign power and majestic identity of who the one true God IS.



And how does this promised Shepherd lead His people? The answer comes in Jesus’ words in John 10:11-
14 (which, taken in the whole context of John 10, seem to intentionally echo Micah’s imagery of the
Shepherd):

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep...I am the good
shepherd...and I lay down my life for the sheep.”

In both instances that Jesus refers to the good shepherd (who is the fulfillment of Micah’s shepherd
imagery, as well as other prophetic, Shepherd-King images), both times Jesus refers to the good shepherd,
he presents the essential work of that shepherd as laying down his life for the sheep. What distinguishes
the GOOD Shepherd from the thieves? What defines the Good Shepherd as the Good Shepherd? It is the
fact that He lays down His life for the sheep.

Self-giving death in the place of those doomed to die....this is what Jesus tells us DEFINES the person and
work of the True Shepherd. So, if Micah tells us that the Messianic Shepherd will act in the POWER and
IDENTITY of YHWH, and if John tells us—drawing on Micah’s imagery— that the Shepherd is defined as
the one who lays down His life for the sheep....then we must conclude that the eschatological POWER and
IDENTITY of YHWH are most perfectly manifest in the laying down of the Shepherd’s life for His sheep—
which is to say, in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ who is raised up again to “stand and shepherd His
flock...”

How does the strength of YHWH exert itself most essentially? By laying itself down for the undeserving.
And where is the majestic name of YHWH most clearly on display? When the Good Shepherd pours out
His life so that His wayward flock might be gathered together as one and brought home to the sheepfold
of Triune Joy....It is as the Slain and Living Lamb that YHWH shepherds His flock and so reveals His Name
(Rev.7:17).



Micah 7:18-20, “Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant
of His inheritance? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in steadfast love. He will
again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the
depths of the sea. YOu will show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, as you have sworn
to our fathers from the days of old.”



