New Testament Epistles: 1 Corinthians

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all

those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:2-3

1. Historical Setting: Paul first came to Corinth towards the end of his second missionary journey (50-53
A.D.) which can be traced in Acts 15:36-18:22. While in Corinth, Paul met Aquila and Priscilla, fellow
tent makers, who became companions of Paul and sailed with him from Cenchreae to Ephesus before
Paul sailed back to Caesarea and on to Syrian Antioch (Acts 18:18ff). In Ephesus, Aquila and Priscilla
met Apollos and returned with him to Corinth where he helped Christian believers (Acts 18:27). Paul
visited Corinth 3 times and stayed in Corinth for a year and a half teaching, preaching, reasoning in the
synagogues every Sabbath, persuading Jews and Greeks, testifying that Jesus was the Christ (Acts 18:1-
11). The Gospel spread throughout Corinth and a Church was established. Believers, such as Crispus
and his household, were baptized and became part of the Church of Corinth.

Several things prompted or motivated Paul to write this letter to the Church in Corinth. First, the family
of Chloe had informed him about factions that had grown within the church (1:11), about gross
immorality within the church (5:1), and a misunderstanding of Paul’s previous letter (5:9-11). Second,
an official letter from the church, brought by Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (16:15-18) was sent
to Paul, which asked for pastoral counsel on issues of marriage (7:1), food offered to idols (8:1),
spirituals gifts (12:1), the resurrection of the body (15:1), and the offering for Jerusalem (16:1).
Additionally, the letter we know as 1 Corinthians may not have been the first correspondence that Paul
had with the Church in Corinth. 1 Corinthians 5:9 implies that Paul had written to them earlier.

In Paul’s day, the city of Corinth was a seaport with two harbors located on a 4 mile isthmus on the
southern end of the Greek Peninsula. Many shipping and trade routes would go through Corinth, and
then over land to Lechaeum to the west rather than sail around the southern Peloponnesian peninsula
(legendary home of the mythic sirens). This made Corinth a major trade center and the capital of the
Roman provice of Achaia. It was also home to many temples of the Roman gods and goddesses. In
Paul’s day, Corinth boasted a large population, more than a million inhabitants, 400,000 of whom were
slaves. Like many seaport cities, Corinth was known for its sexual immorality, its diverse religions, and
corruption. Corinth earned such a reputation for this that the Greeks coined a word “to corinthianize,”
which was to engage in drunken parties and gross sexual immorality. At least twelve pagan temples
were located in Corinth, the most famous of which was the temple to Aphrodite, the goddess of love.
Up to one thousand temple prostitutes would have been engaged in immoral sexual activity associated
with the worship of Aphrodite.

2. Date: 55 A.D. from Ephesus. Paul is in Ephesus for nearly 3 years (52-55 A.D.).

3. Author: Paul



4. Primary Theme/Summary: The entire Christian life is one lived in view of and seen through the lens of
Jesus crucified and risen. So, when the church of Christ needs help, Jesus gives more of himself.

5. Purpose(s):

a. To deal with the pastoral problems as reported to Paul and to answer the questions in the
letter from the congregation (7:1; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1)
b. To appeal to feuding groups for unity in faith and love (1:10; 4:14-16)
¢. Toannounce his intention to visit them soon (16:5-7)
6. Themes:
a. The unity of the church in Christ (1:10-16; 12:12-13; 10:16-17; 11:17-26)
b. The wisdom of the cross as revealed through the Holy Spirit (1:17-25; 2:2-16)
c. The exercise of Christian freedom in service (9:9-23; 10:23-24)
d. The use of the spiritual gifts in love for the building up of Christ’s body (12:4-26; 12:31-14:12)
e. The importance of the resurrection of the body (6:12-20; 15)

7. Outline/Structure:

a.

e.

Introduction: 1:1-9

b. The gospel as the basis for unity: 1:10-4:21
c.
d. The gospel applied to problems in the church: 7:1-15:58

The incompatibility of immorality with the gospel: 5:1-6:20

i. Marriage and celibacy (7:1-40)
ii. Food offered to idols (8:1-11:1)
iii. Behavior in public worship (11:2-34
iv. The use of spiritual gifts in public worship (12:1-14:40)
v. The resurrection of the body (15:1-58)
Concluding remarks (16:1-24)

8. Liturgical Use:

a.
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Like Romans, Paul’s letter to the Corinthians has extensive use throughout the church year in
the following seasons:
Epiphany

Advent

Holy Cross Day

Holy Tuesday (of Holy Week)
Lent

Easter Sunrise

Easter Evening/Monday

Holy Thursday

Easter Day

Last Sunday of the Church Year
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lllustration and explanation from www.fullofeyes.com

1 Corinthians 13:7, “Love bears all things...




1 Corinthians 15:20-21, “But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits
of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also

the resurrection of the dead.”

lllustration and explanation from www.fullofeyes.com




1 Corinthians 15:55-57, ““O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who has
given us the victory through Jesus Christ.”

lllustration and explanation from www.fullofeyes.com




