New Testament Epistles: Romans

1. Occasion / Historical Context: Unlike many of Paul’s epistles (letters), Romans is not addressed to a
particular group of Christians in a church that Paul had helped to start or had visited at one point in his
three missionary journeys. Long before Paul wrote the epistle we call romans, there as a Christian
church in Rome. In Acts 2, we hear of visitors from Rome who were present at Pentecost, who heard
Peter’s preaching of Jesus and took that Good News back to Rome. In 49 A.D. Roman Emperor Claudius
banished all Jews (Jewish Christians included) from the city of Rome. There were reports of religious
disputes going on between Jews and Christians over the name of one of their leaders, Chrestus
(probably a misnomer for Christ). Priscilla and Aquilla, whom later became good and valuable friends
to Paul were among those Jewish Christians who had fled Rome (Acts 18:1-3).

Close to the end of his third missionary journey, Paul writes his epistle that we now call Romans. His
hope was to make it to Rome, not to establish a new church but to strengthen and support the one
that was there, as well as look toward making the church in Rome a staging area for further mission
work westward into Gaul (modern day Spain). Eventually Paul does make it to Rome, though not as he
had originally hoped. Acts 27-28 records Paul’s journey to Rome as a prisoner.

2. Date: 55-57 A.D. in Corinth at the end of Paul’s third missionary journey.
3. Author: the apostle Paul

4. Primary Theme/Summary Statement: Romans 1:16-17 “For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it
is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the
Gentile. v For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

5. Purpose(s):
I.  toannounce his impending visit to Rome (1:10; 15:24, 29, 32) and eventually on to Spain
(15:24, 28)
II.  to solicit their prayers for his coming visit to Jerusalem and then to them (15:30-32)
lll.  to enrich and be enriched by his association with Roman Christians (1:11-13)
IV.  to present his understanding of the Gospel and his ministry in a systematic form to the Romans
(1:11-12, 15; 15:15-16)

6. Theological Themes:
I.  The universality of sin and God’s judgment (1:18; 3:23)
II.  The role of the law in revealing and convicting of sin (3:20)
lll.  Justification by God’s grace through faith in Jesus (3:21-28; 5:1; 8:1; 10:6-13)
IV.  The gift of new life for baptized believers (6:3-11, 23)
V.  The work of the Holy Spirit in putting the old self to death and in giving life to the new self (8:9-

14)
VI.  God’s righteousness in dealing with the Jews (111:25-32)
VIl.  Good works as a bodily sacrifice to God in response to justification (12:1-2)



7. Paul’s Gospel metaphors in Romans:

Legal terms: justified, justification, righteousness (3:19-28; 4:5; 5:1; 9:30-10:4)
The language of sacrifice (3:25)

Slavery, redemption, ransom, purchased, bought back (3:24; 6:6-7, 16-17, 20, 22)
Adoption (8:15, 23; 9:4)

Friendship (5:10; 11:15)

Gift (3:24; 6:23)

Banking, credit, reckon, regard, count as, hold (3:28; 4:6, 8-11, 24; 8:18)

8. Structure/Outline:

VI.

VII.

VIII.

Introduction (1:1-15)
Theme of the Epistle: The righteous shall live by faith (1:16-17)
Who is righteous? The wrath of God revealed against all (1:18-3:20)
a) Wrath against unrighteousness without the law (1:18-32)
b) Wrath against the so-called righteousness by the law (2:1-3:20)
God is righteous! The righteousness of God revealed for all (3:21-4:25)
a) Righteousness revealed in Christ and by faith (3:21-31)
b) Example: Abraham is declared righteous by faith before circumcision and the Law (ch.
4)
The righteous by faith truly live (ch. 5-8)
a) Live at peace with God: reconciliation through Christ (ch. 5)
b) Live dead to sin and alive to God: baptism and sanctification (ch. 6)
c) Live at war with the sinful flesh (ch. 7)
d) Live victoriously in the Spirit for eternity (ch. 8)
Righteousness by faith that leads to life is for “All Israel” (ch. 9-11)
a) The promise is only to believers (9:1-29)
b) Jewish rejection is not God’s fault (9:30-10:21)
c) Jewish rejection is not final (ch. 11)
The life lived by the righteous by faith (12:1-15:13)
a) Live as a living sacrifice (12:1-2)
b) Live as the body of Christ (12:3-8)
c) Love one another (12:9-21)
d) Live subject to the authorities (13:1-7)
e) Love your neighbor (13:8-10)
f) Cast off evil and put on the Lord Jesus Christ (13:11-14)
g) Live sensitive to the weak in faith (14:1-15:13)
Conclusion (15:14-16:27)
a) Paul’s travel plans (15:14-33)
b) Greetings and salutation (ch. 16)

9. Significant Old Testament References:

Paul uses over 60 OT references in his epistle of Romans. While all of these are significant, here
are some of the highlights. Typically when Paul quotes the OT he begins with a phrase such as
“as it is written”.

Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4 as his theme verse in 1:16-17

In Romans 3:10-12 Paul cites Psalm 14:1-3; Psalm 53:1-3

In Romans 4, Paul refers back to Genesis 12 and 15 with Abraham and God’s covenant with
him.



V.  Romans 5 compares and contrasts the first Adam with Jesus the second Adam

VI.  In Romans 8, Paul quotes from Psalm 55:22
VIl.  In Romans 9:25-26 Paul quotes Hosea 2:23 and 1:10.
VIIl.  In Romans 10 he quotes Moses and Isaiah and in Romans 11 he quotes David from the Psalms.

10. Liturgical Use:
I.  Similar to Paul’s quotation and use of the OT, the church calendar/liturgical year makes a

thorough use of readings from the epistle of Romans.
a) Itis used throughout the Sundays after Pentecost in the three year series A
b) In Lent three year series A and B.
c) Itisfoundin Advent in three year series A and B
d) Romans 6 is used in all three years on the Baptism of Jesus
e) Romans 3:19-28 is used on Reformation Day
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Romans 3:23-25, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are
justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith.”

[ made the concept of Christ as “propitiation / mercy seat” the central theme for this image and tried to
picture both the redemptive and revelatory elements of that term. Christ is shown as the fulfillment of the
blood sacrifice in that He is bearing the outpoured wrath of God in the place of His people. His blood
pours out under the punishment that we deserve and falls to the ground in an echo of the atoning blood
that was sprinkled on the mercy seat during the Day of Atonement. The two cherubim with downturned
faces at the foot of the cross emphasize the imagery of Christ as the mercy seat.

However, by placing the cherubim at the foot of the cross and the crucified Christ above them, I am also
alluding to the fact—which I believe is present in Paul’s use of the term—that the mercy seat was not
only the place where atoning blood would be sprinkled, but was also—and primarily—the place where
YHWH appeared in His glory. Calvary was the fulfillment of the Ark of the Covenant, the cross was the
true “throne of God” on earth. This was the place where the covenant God of Israel would appear before
His people (Exodus:22; Leviticus 16:2; Numbers 7:89); the Holy One in their midst who forgives their sins
but does not ignore their guilt (Exodus 34:6-7), bearing the full penalty of their rebellion in His own flesh
(Romans 8:3). And this was the true and final Day of Atonement, the day when atoning blood would be
poured out even on the throne of God Himself—but who could have imagined that the blood sprinkled on
the true “mercy seat” would be the blood of the Lord Himself?

Finally, within the crucified Christ I pictured a man who has been redeemed from sin and death and
punishment. His chains—alluding to the typological chains of Israel in Egypt—have been broken through
the propitiatory work of the Son and he stands on the foothills of the New Heavens and New Earth,
ushered in to the true Promised Land through the great work of YHWH’s revelatory redemption at the
Cross.

lllustration and explanation from www.fullofeyes.com




Romans 5:18-19, “Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one

act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many
were made righteous.”

What is Christ’s “one act of righteousness” in this text? Whatever it is, it is an act of “obedience” to parallel
and undo Adam'’s unrighteousness and disobedience.



A natural answer would be His death on the cross, especially since this has largely been the emphasis of
Romans 5:6-11. However, if all that was needed to ransom a people out of the old humanity in Adam and
into the new humanity in Christ was the sacrifice of Himself on the cross, why did Jesus live a full human
life? Why did He love and serve and minister and teach for 33 years? Did all of Jesus’ other acts of
righteousness in His life not “count”? Was it only the cross?

In a sense, I think the answer to that question is, “Yes.” Yes, Jesus came to offer Himself up on the cross
and by that death—that obedience of love—He overrides the sin of the first Adam and becomes the Final
and True Adam of our race. However, that does not discount the rest of His earthly life. I don’t think it is
quite right to divide Jesus’ life up into various acts of obedience (ie, feeding the 5,000, teaching His
disciples, loving the poor, dying on the cross); rather the entire incarnate existence of the Son of God
(and, indeed, His eternal existence) is a single, continuous act of love-born obedience to the Father.

We see this in Philippians 2:6-9. From His eternal equality with God, to His incarnation as a servant, to
His death on the cross—Christ’s whole life is one act of obedience to the Father (or again, with even
sharper clarity, in John 5:19-20). In this light, the cross is not a unique instance of obedience, instead it is
the culminating act of Jesus’ life in which the total character of His life is perfectly displayed; it is the
melody of which every moment of His life has been a note; it is the Name of which every act of His life has
been a syllable; it is Himself—as He has eternally been in glory with the Father (John 17:5), as He was
each moment of His incarnation—it is Himself proclaimed in full. And, therefore, it is His Father
proclaimed in Him (John 8:28; 14:6; 17:1, 26).

The Son eternally, infinitely, perfectly loves the Father. Therefore the Son eternally, infinitely, perfectly
obeys the Father (and—it seems to me—it is by this eternal, infinite, and perfect love-born obedience to
the Father that the Son is the eternal, infinite, and perfect image of the Father whom to see is to see the
Father, John 5:19; 12:45;14:6...but that is for another time). When Paul speaks of Christ’s obedience by
which many are made righteous, yes, he is talking about the cross. But the cross cannot be separated from
the Son’s entire incarnate (and, indeed, pre-incarnate) existence....rather, Calvary is the supreme,
climactic, and definitive historical manifestation of the Son’s eternal obedience.

And by this obedience the many are made righteous. If we are trusting Jesus Christ as Lord and God and
Savior, then He is our head, He is our True Adam, He is the Bridegroom in whom we are hidden, by whose
righteousness we are counted righteous. Just as a man’s name and rank are counted to his wife when they
are married, so too Christ’s righteousness-Christ’s eternal act of perfect obedience-is counted to His
Bride, the Church (individually and corporately) when she is united to Him by faith.......He alone is our
firm ground of hope as we walk in this life and step out into the next.

lllustration and explanation from www.fullofeyes.com




