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The Book of the Twelve: Zechariah (“Yah[weh] Remembers”) 
 

1. Historical Setting: Zechariah is the longest and arguably the most difficult of the minor prophets to 
interpret.  It is a series of visions, similar to Daniel, Ezekiel, and Revelation. Zechariah prophesies in the 
same year as Haggai (520 BC), and the two are mentioned together in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14.  Zechariah’s 
grandfather, Iddo, was one of the priestly leaders to return with Zerubbabel. 
 
Zechariah was both a priest and a prophet. He was born in Babylon and returned to the Jerusalem with 
Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest in 538 BC. Like Isaiah, Zechariah’s prophecy is full of detailed 
descriptions of Jesus’ life and work. While Zechariah has much to say about Jesus’ earthly ministry, he 
also writes a great deal about Jesus’ second coming, making this prophetic book similar to Revelation 
in many ways. 

   
2. Date: 520-518 BC 
 
3. Author: Zechariah. His name means YHWH remembers, a fitting name for his work as a prophet, telling 

Israel that the Lord had not forgotten them or his promises to them. 
 

4. Summary: YHWH encourages his people by telling his future blessings for them in the coming Messiah 
and his eschatological kingdom. 
 

5. Theological Themes: 
a. A call to repentance similar to what was given before the exile (1:2-6) 
b. God’s promise to return to Zion and dwell in the rebuilt temple (1:14-17; 2:10-12) 
c. God’s promise to gather his people and protect them (10:6-12; 2:5) 
d. Promise of a humble king to purify Zion (3:6-10) and to establish God’s peace and rule over the 

earth (9:8-10; 12:10-31:1) 
e. Inclusion of the Gentiles in the Lord’s worship in Zion (8:20-23; 14:16-19) 
f. Eschatological kingship of the Lord (14:9, 16) 

 
6. Purpose(s): 

a. To show the post-exilic restoration of Zion with its temple would eventually lead to the triumph 
of God’s rule over the whole earth 

b. To show that the rebuilding of the temple was a foretaste of the eschatological promises that 
would begin and eventually be accomplished in the Messiah 
 

7. Outline/Structure: 
a. Opening Prophecy and call to repent (1:1-6) 
b. Eight Night Visions 

i. Horseman: God is with His people (1:7-17) 
ii. Four Horns: Those who scattered Israel will be destroyed (1:18-21) 

iii. Man with a Measuring Line: Jerusalem will prosper and God will protect her (ch. 2) 
iv. Joshua the high priest: God will bring cleansing through His chosen one. (ch. 3) 
v. Golden Lampstand: Through God’s chosen ones through whom He will send His Spirit. 

(ch. 4) 
vi. Flying Scroll: God’s curse will be on those who disobey His word. (5:1-4) 
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vii. Woman in a Basket: Idolatry will be removed from God’s people. (5:5-11) 
viii. Four Chariots: God has authority over the whole world (6:1-8). 

c. Crowning of Joshua as a prefigurement of Jesus (the Branch) (6:9-15) 
d. Sermon on Fasting (7:1-14) 
e. God will bring prosperity to Jerusalem (8:1-23) 
f. God’s judgment on the nations through His coming King (9:1-11:3) 
g. Analogy of the Shepherd (11:4-17) 
h. Prophecies of the End Times: 

i. Judgement on the nations through Jerusalem (12:1-9) 
ii. Grace poured on Jerusalem (12:10-14) 

iii. Fountain of cleansing (13:1) 
iv. Idolatry removed (13:2-3) 
v. Prophets will be ashamed to prophesy (13:4-9) 

vi. Final Battle (14:1-3) 
vii. The Lord will come (14:4-5) 

viii. The weather and light patterns will change (14:6-7) 
ix. Water will flow from Jerusalem (14:8) 
x. The Lord will be King (14:9) 

xi. The ground will be level, except for Jerusalem (14:10-11) 
xii. The enemies will be destroyed (14:12-15) 

xiii. Everyone will come to Jerusalem (14:16-19) 
xiv. Everything will be holy (14:20-21) 

 
8. Christ in the Book of Zechariah: Christ is again seen as the Lord of hosts (angelic armies, Sabaoth). He 

is also the messenger of YHWH. And foretold in many ways in this prophetic book: 
a. The Messiah as a humble servant, the Branch – Zech. 3:8 
b. The Messiah would be king and priest – 6:13 
c. The Messiah would ride a donkey and its colt into Jerusalem – 9:9, Matthew 21:5 and John 

12:15 
d. The Messiah would be rejected and sold for 30 pieces of silver, the price of a slave – 11:12-13 
e. The Messiah would be pierced and Israel would witness it – 12:10 
f. The Messiah would be a shepherd and would be struck and the sheep would scatter – 13:7 

 
9. New Testament References: 

a. Zechariah 9:9 is used in the context of Palm Sunday (Matt 21:5; John 12:15). 
b. Jesus warns that if He is struck, the disciples will be scattered (Zech 13:7; Matt 26:31; Mark 

14:27) 
c. The cleansing of the temple is reflected in Zech 14:21. 
d. The rebuke of Satan in 3:2 is similar to wording in Jude 9 and 23. 
e. The 30 pieces of silver in 11:13 is fulfilled by Judas (Matt 27:9). 
f. Zech 8:16 is reflected in Eph 4:25. 
g. When Jesus is pierced after His death (John 19:37) this fulfills Zech 12:10.  Similar language is 

used in Rev 1:7. 
h. Many of the images are similar to Revelation. 

i. Four Chariots and the Four Horsemen 
ii. Woman in a basket and the whore of Babylon 

iii. Waters from Jerusalem, and waters from the throne 
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10. Liturgical Use:  
a. Zechariah 9:9-12 is the OT reading for Proper 9A (July 3-9). 
b. Zechariah 9:9-12 is the OT reading for Palm Sunday in Year B (and the One Year). 
c. Zechariah 9:9 is the first part of the Gradual for Advent. 
d. Zechariah 9:9b is the antiphon for the Introit on Advent 1 (all years). 

 
 
 
 

	

		

Then	he	showed	me	Joshua	the	high	priest	standing	before	the	angel	of	the	Lord	,	and	
Satan	standing	at	his	right	hand	to	accuse	him….	And	the	angel	said	to	those	who	were	
standing	before	him,	“Remove	the	filthy	garments	from	him.”	And	to	him	he	said,	
“Behold,	I	have	taken	your	iniquity	away	from	you,	and	I	will	clothe	you	with	pure	
vestments.”	

–	Zechariah	3:1-5	



 4 

In	this	passage	we	see	Joshua,	the	high	priest	standing	before	the	angel	of	YHWH	(who	is/represents	

YHWH	Himself	and	is,	I	believe,	God	the	Son:	the	pre-incarnate	Christ)	and	he	is	in	filthy	garments.	This	is	

startling	because	the	high	priest	was	supposed	to	be	the	holy	representative	of	the	people,	he	was	the	one	

who	carried	the	names	of	the	people	“on	his	heart”	before	God	(Exodus	28:30)….if	he	was	filthy	in	God’s	

sight,	that	didn’t	bode	well	for	the	rest	of	the	people.	And,	of	course,	Satan	is	there	to	bring	a	seemingly	

airtight	case	against	the	priest.	Joshua	is	filthy	and	everyone	can	see	it,	the	angel	of	YHWH	is	holy.	There	

would	seem	to	be	no	hope.	

But	startling,	the	angel	of	YHWH	removes	Joshua’s	filthy	garments	and	clothes	him	in	pure	vestments.	

This	is	an	awesome	foreshadowing	of	Christ!	Jesus	Christ,	the	angel	of	YHWH	in	our	midst	will	be	the	one	

to	remove	the	garments	of	our	sin	and	to	clothe	us	in	the	vestments	of	His	righteousness,	and	HE	will	

accomplish	it	“in	a	single	day”	(3:9)	at	the	cross.	

So,	in	this	picture	you	see	the	Angel	of	YHWH	with	his	hand	on	Joshua’s	shoulder,	having	just	silenced	the	

accuser	and	clothed	the	priest	in	pure	garments.	However,	I	also	wanted	to	show	what	that	act	would	

“cost”	YHWH,	what	He	would	do	in	order	to	enable	it,	namely,	the	death	(and	resurrection)	of	Christ.	As	

the	God	the	Son	purifies	Joshua,	it	is	on	the	merits	of	His	own	death	and	resurrection	that	He	is	acting.	I	

added	the	filthy	garments	to	the	cross	to	show	that	the	record	of	our	iniquities	(and,	indeed,	our	

iniquities	themselves)	were	set	aside	and	nailed	to	the	cross	at	Christ’s	death	(Col.2:14).	The	halo	around	

the	angel	of	YHWH’s	head	is	cruciform	to	point	forward	to	the	cross	as	well	as	to	note	his	deity.	And	

lastly,	the	serpent/accuser	lies	silenced	under	the	heal	of	the	pre-incarnate	Christ	because,	his	silencing	

in	heaven	before	Joshua	was	a	foreshadowing	of	the	final	head-crushing	silencing	that	Christ	would	deal	

him	at	the	cross.	

Illustration	and	explanation	from	www.fullofeyes.com		
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Zechariah	10:10-11,	“I	will	bring	them	home	from	the	land	of	Egypt…He	shall	pass	
through	the	sea	of	troubles	and	strike	down	the	waves	of	the	sea…”	

I	arrived	at	today’s	verse	picture	in	a	very	round	about	way.	I	was	reading	Matthew	21	and	the	triumphal	
entry	of	Christ.	When	I	came	upon	the	OT	quotation	in	verse	5,	I	went	back	to	check	out	the	original	
context	in	Zechariah	9:9.	Then,	as	I	read	over	the	wonderful	prophetic	anticipation	of	Christ	in	chapter	9	
and	into	chapter	10,	I	came	across	the	verse	that	would	become	today’s	picture.	
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The	idea	that	YHWH’s	climactic,	end-time	salvation	of	His	people	will	be	a	sort	of	“True	Exodus”	is	picked	
up	by	a	number	of	OT	prophets,	and	I	did	a	verse	picture	touching	on	this	topic	a	few	months	ago.	But	
there	were	at	least	two	things	that		caught	my	attention	in	Zechariah	10:10-11….I’ll	mention	them	briefly	
below.	

First,	Zecharaiah’s	use	of	“New	Exodus”	language	comes	in	the	context	of	gathering	the	people	of	God	who	
are	scattered	throughout	the	nations	(10:8-10).	This	is	interesting	because	John’s	gospel	links	the	OT	
concept	of	gathering	the	scattered	nation	into	one	to	the	work	of	Christ	on	the	cross	(John	11:51-52).	
Ultimately,	the	people	of	God–Jew	and	Gentile–are	gathered	by	the	act	of	Revelatory	Redemption	that	is	
the	lifting	up	of	Christ	on	the	cross.	The	Son	of	God	exalted	in	His	self-giving	love	on	the	cross	is	the	
“whistle”	(Zechariah	10:8)	and	the	raised	signal	(Isaiah	11:12)	by	which	YHWH	will	gather	His	scattered	
peoples	to	Himself.	So,	by	referring	to	the	gathering	of	the	exiles,	Zechariah	has	already–according	to	
John–put	us	in	the	realm	of	the	work	of	the	cross.	

The	final	exodus	will	gather	the	people	of	YHWH	out	of	exile	and	to	Himself,	and	it	will	be	accomplished,	
the	NT	tells	us,	through	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus.	

This	leads	to	the	second	thing	I	wanted	to	note	in	this	passage.	One	of	the	most	definitive	moments	of	the	
first	exodus	was	the	miraculous	dividing	of	the	Red	Sea	so	that	the	people	of	Israel	could	pass	through	
into	safety.	The	Sea	in	Old	Testament	thought	was	a	place	of	chaos	and	danger,	often	used	as	a	symbol	for	
the	forces	opposed	to	God	and	His	people	in	the	world.	Thus,	YHWH	splitting	the	sea	and	leading	His	
people	through	was	not	just	a	practical	means	of	salvation,	but	it	was	also	an	image	of	His	supremacy	
over	all	opposing	forces.	

What’s	interesting	about	Zechariah’s	language	regarding	the	“True	Exodus”	of	YHWH’s	end-time	
salvation	is	that	YHWH	Himself	is	envisioned	as	passing	through	the	“sea	of	troubles”	and–presumably	by	
passing	through	this	sea–“striking	down	the	waves…”	Why	did	this	catch	my	attention?	Because	it	seems	
to	me	to	be	a	beautiful	interweaving	of	YHWH’s	salvation	of	His	people	at	the	Red	Sea	with	what	will	be	
His	climactic	salvation	worked	at	the	cross.	

At	the	cross,	the	Lord	Himself	truly	passes	through	the	sea	of	trouble….He	bears	all	the	crashing	breakers	
and	waves	of	sin	and	suffering	in	His	own	body	on	the	tree	and–passing	through	them–strikes	them	
down.	In	the	first	exodus,	we	are	told	that	a	wind	from	the	Lord	held	the	walls	of	water	back	from	
destroying	His	people….but	in	the	Final	Exodus,	we	know	that	it	is	the	Beloved	Son–YHWH	Himself–
whose	outstreched	arms	hold	back	the	waves	of	judgment	as	we	pass	out	of	slavery	and	into	the	
promised	land	of	Trinitarian	fellowship.	

Illustration	and	explanation	from	www.fullofeyes.com		
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Zechariah	9:11,	“As	for	you	also,	because	of	my	blood	of	the	covenant	with	you,	I	will	
set	your	prisoners	free	from	the	waterless	pit.”	
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Most	immediately,	this	refers	to	the	rescue	of	the	exiles	from	Babylon	because	of	the	covenant	God	has	
made	with	His	people—the	Abrahamic	Covenant,	as	it	was	currently	experienced	through	the	Mosaic	
Covenant.	The	mention	of	the	exile	as	a	waterless	pit	associates	the	present	Babylonian	exile	with	the	
exile	of	Joseph	(and	so,	of	all	Israel)	to	Egypt	(Gen.	37:24).	But	even	more	than	this,	the	“pit”	imagery	
(both	here	and	for	Joseph)	evokes	the	ultimate	exile	of	death	(Ezekiel	31:14,16).	This	is	intriguing	
because	it	continues	the	prophetic	association	of	exile	with	death	/	Sheol	/	the	pit,	and—therefore—the	
association	of	restoration	with	resurrection.	To	be	set	free	from	the	waterless	pit	of	exile	is	analogous	to	
being	raised	up	from	the	grave.	This	is	the	imagery	for	exile	and	return	in	the	prophets,	and	is	perhaps	
nowhere	more	clear	than	in	the	vision	of	the	dry	bones	in	Ezekiel	37.	

So,	YHWH	promises	to	raise	His	people	from	the	pit	of	their	exile	by	the	blood	of	His	covenant	with	them.	
This	has	a	meaning	to	the	original	audience,	and	it	has	a	measure	of	fulfillment	with	the	physical	return	
from	exile	after	Cyrus’	decree	in	539	BC.	But	the	true	fulfillment	of	these	words	would	await	the	coming	
of	the	King	mentioned	in	v.9-10.	

With	the	incarnation,	YHWH	comes	to	His	people	in	their	exile…He	enters	the	“waterless	pit”	not	only	of	
their	sojourn	in	exile	under	the	curse,	but	of	their	death	and,	indeed,	of	their	damnation.	YHWH	descends	
to	the	depths	of	the	pit	of	exile	in	His	own	experience	on	the	cross….in	fact,	He	Himself,	in	the	person	of	
Jesus	Christ,	becomes	the	True	Israel	and	endures	the	True	Exile…..all	that	came	before	(exile	from	the	
Garden,	exile	into	Egypt,	exile	into	Babylon)	were	shadows	of	this	true	and	final	exile—the	exile	of	the	
cross.	

But	then,	from	the	depths	of	the	waterless	pit	to	which	Christ	descends—He	(the	True	Prisoner	of	Hope,	
v.12),	He	is	raised	up	again.	And	His	resurrection	is	“by	the	blood	of	the	eternal	covenant”	(Heb.13:20).	
The	blood	of	Jesus	poured	on	on	the	cross	is	the	inaugural	blood	of	the	New	and	True	Covenant,	the	
Covenant	that	promises	that	YHWH	will	be	God	to	His	people	and	they	will	be	the	people	of	YHWH.	And	
since	God	is	not	God	of	the	exiled,	the	dead,	and	the	damned,	this	Covenant	demands	restoration….it	
demands	resurrection.	Therefore	Jesus—the	True	Israel	and	True	Exile,	whose	blood	inaugurates	the	
New	Covenant—becomes	the	first	to	benefit	from	that	New	Covenant,	He	becomes	the	Firstborn	from	the	
Dead,	the	first	to	truly	and	fully	return	from	the	waterless	pit	of	exile	through	His	resurrection	from	the	
dead.	

Christ’s	resurrection,	then,	is	the	TRUE	return,	secured	by	His	own	blood	of	the	New	/	Eternal	Covenant.	
In	fact,	there	is	a	sense	in	which	Christ’s	resurrection	is	the	ONLY	return….there	is	NO	OTHER	return	
from	exile	except	the	resurrection	of	God’s	people	in	the	resurrection	of	the	True	Israel,	Jesus	Christ.	Any	
and	all	who	would	be	restored	/	resurrected	by	the	blood	of	the	covenant	must,	therefore,	be	united	to	
this	one….It	is	ONLY	in	union	to	the	One	who	has	returned	from	the	True	Exile,	the	True	Waterless	Pit	of	
death	and	damnation—it	is	ONLY	by	union	to	HIM,	that	ANY	are	restored	from	Exile….	

And	so,	this	promise	in	Zechariah	9:11	ultimately	looks	forward	to	the	blood	of	the	new	covenant	and	the	
rescue	of	the	prisoners	who	are	in	the	true	exile	of	physical	and	spiritual	death	through	the	resurrection	
of	the	True	Israel	by	His	own	blood,	shed	in	the	True	Exile,	the	cross	of	Calvary.	

Illustration	and	explanation	from	www.fullofeyes.com		

	

 


