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Zoom)

6
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Office Closed
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Office Closed
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26
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Bible Study (via
Zoom)
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Lutheran Worship 101: The Entrance, Part 2 by Pastor Schuldheisz

There are many ways to describe the order
of service on Sunday morning. In this
month’s article, try thinking about the
Divine Service as a journey with two
major destinations: the Service of the
Word and the Service of the Sacrament.
God speaks and God feeds and all the
while, Jesus is present with us as he prom-
ised. Together, these two destinations cul-
minate in our hearing God’s word in the
Holy Gospel and receiving the Gospel in
Jesus’ body and blood in Holy Commun-
ion. And like any family road trip, there
are many important stops you make along
the way.

The first few legs our journey took us
through the order and meaning of a typi-
cal Divine Service. We looked at the Rite
of Preparation which includes the Invoca-
tion, Confession, and Absolution. We
also walked through the Introit, the psalm
that is responsively sung as we enter into

the rest of the Service of the Word.

This month, we are going to visit the next

three stops on our way through the En-

trance Rite that takes place rather quickly

after we sing the Introit together:

1 Kyrie

1 Hymn of Praise: “Gloria in Excelsis”
or “This is the Feast”

1 Collect of the day

First, there is the Kyrie. This part of the
liturgy takes its name from the Greek
word kyrie, which means “Lord, master,
sir.” At times it is used in a generic way,
as in Jesus’ parable of the weeds in Mat-
thew 13:24ff. When the farm workers ask

the master of the farm who sowed bad

seed in his field, “lord, did you not sow
good seed in the field? How then are there
weeds?” the word translated as lord, or sir,
is kyrie. In the ancient world, as a king or
ruler would visit a village or city, people
would gather on the roadside and shout,
“Lord, have mercy!”

In Luke 17, the lepers shout out “Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us,” as Jesus he
enters outside the village. Likewise, the
blind beggar in Luke 18 cries out, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on us.” In the
worship service, the Kyrie functions in a
similar way. When we sing the Kyrie, we
are not confessing our sins in the way we
did earlier in the Confession. Rather, we
are crying out to the one true King, Jesus,
to have mercy on us. The Kyrie is the cry
of the Church and the baptized that
reaches out to our Lord Jesus for mercy,
grace, and assistance in time of need. The
Kyrie is a cry for peace, not as the world
would give it, but peace in Jesus.

Some settings of the liturgy have us sing a
shorter form of the Kyrie, “Lord, have
mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.” Other settings include a respon-
sive singing of the Kyrie with the pastor
and congregation singing the following
petitions with the response, “Lord, have
mercy.”

In peace let us pray the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our
salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for
the well-being of the Church of God
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Cont’d from page I and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
Amen.

The Kyrie, whether in its shorter or longer form, is an important part of our Sunday worship. And yet, the sim-
ple words of the Kyrie, “Lord, have mercy” also form a beautiful, memora-

ble prayer for us throughout the week. When we pray for ourselves or oth-

ers we can begin, or end by saying the Kyrie, “Lord, have mercy.” Or, if we

do not know what to pray for, or how to pray for someone or some situa-

tion, we can say the words of the Kyrie: “Lord, have mercy.” K E E P

The next part of the Entrance Rite is known as the Hymn of Praise. There

are two commonly used hymns for this portion of the Divine Service, the C A L M

Gloria in Excelsis and This is the Feast.

The Gloria in Excelsis is the older of the two hymns that are commonly AND

sung during the hymn of praise, dating back to the 4™ century A.D. The KY R I E

Gloria helps us interpret and understand the peace that we were singing

about in the Kyrie. E L E I S O N

As we sing the Gloria we join in the song the angels sang announcing Jesus’

birth to the shepherds in Luke 2, and the crowds who rejoiced at Jesus’ en-

trance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday in Luke 18. In this hymn we are reminded that God comes to us in the
glory of Jesus’ birth on our behalf, and his death in our place. The peace on earth that we pray for, and long for
in the Kyrie, is revealed and given to us in Jesus’ incarnation and atonement for us.

In more recent times, the Lutheran Church in North America has made a significant contribution to the
church’s liturgy through the alternate Hymn of Praise, “This is the Feast.” Drawing directly from the descrip-
tion of heaven in the Revelation to St. John, our voices are joined to that heavenly throng as we sing with them:

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory
and blessing!” (Rev. 5:12)

This particular hymn gives song to the beautiful words of Revelation 5:12-13 and 19:5-9. In Revelation, Jesus
our Redeemer is depicted as the Lamb who was slain and yet stands in victory over sin, death, and the devil. The
Lord’s Supper we are preparing to receive is where the Lamb of God who took our sin away will now bring us
the victory he won in the forgiveness of sins in his body and blood. The Lord’s Supper, then, is more than simp-
ly a foretaste of the feast to come. It is heaven on earth here and now in Jesus’ promise and in his body and

blood.

The last part of the Entrance Rite is the Collect of the Day. The Collect of the Day does several things in a brief
prayer. It carries on or sets the theme for the day that is found in the Introit, Old Testament, Epistle, and Gos-
pel readings. The Collect of the Day also prepares us for the main part of the Service of the Word, hearing
God’s Word read, which follows immediately after the prayer. It literally, collects the thoughts, themes, and
words from our Lord to us, and from us to our Lord.

The collect also “follows the pattern of the Jewish berakah that begins with a greeting of God, the statement of
motive, petitions, and a conclusion.” ™ Before the collect is prayed, the pastor says, “The Lord be with you.”
And the congregation responds, “And with thy spirit,” or, “And also with you.” These words are more than a
nice greeting. They are a reminder and a signpost that our Lord is about to do something marvelous. He will
speak to us through his Scriptures which are read and heard.

Now that our travels through the Entrance Rite are complete, we are ready for the next leg of the journey

LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces—Serving Those Who Serve

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF) is authorized as the
mission arm of the Synod to support and serve all military chaplains — active and reserve — their families and
the veteran population. MAF recruits, interviews and endorses all military chaplains; sponsors annual training
for all chaplains; and maintains close, pastoral relationships with chaplains after endorsement, offering counsel,
training and advice throughout their entire careers.

Resources and services:

* Ecclesiastical endorsement, annual training and career management for chaplains
* Operation Barnabas

* “Ministry-by-Mail”

* Armed Forces Sunday resources

* Quarterly Armed Forces newsletter So Help Me God

How to get involved:

* Watch videos at video.lcms.org/ archives/category/armed-forces-ministry
* Download resources at lems.org/ armedforces/resources

* Give a gift lems.org/givenow/maf

Standing Ready with the GOSPCl by Pamela J. Nielsen

In bunkers and fighter jets, on battleships and bases, in field hospitals
and training camps, the men and women of the United States Armed
Forces stand at the ready in service to our country.

With them are the 160 active and Reserve LCMS Armed Forces Chap-
lains stationed around the world. These pastors proclaim the Word of
life, in environments often shrouded in death. Their flocks frequently
come and go, providing scant opportunity for long-term ministry. Their
work takes place in some of the most difficult situations any pastor could =
ever face, where lives can be unraveled in an instant.

Upholding these faithful servants is the Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF), the LCMS effort to care for and
support military chaplains and, through them, our LCMS members and their families in uniform.

The MAF exists to recruit, prepare, endorse and support LCMS chaplains in their service to God and country.
Authorized by the Synod and registered with the Department of Defense, Chaplain Craig Muehler is the
endorsing agent for LCMS military chaplains. There is a “lifelong marriage” between his office and the LCMS
chaplains that includes ongoing contact and an annual visit with each chaplain. Through these visits and regular
reports by phone and email, MAF helps the chaplains to stay connected with their church.

Each year, MAF gathers the chaplains at one of three pastoral conferences, providing a rich opportunity for Lu-
theran worship, fellowship and study with LCMS seminary professors. Conversation is focused on the unique
challenges of military chaplaincy.

Operation Barnabas

Operation Barnabas, an extension of MAF, provides a network of care through trained congregations that want
to reach out to members of the military, their families and the veterans in their congregations and communities.
Operation Barnabas has worked with dozens of congregations, but we realize hundreds more congregations also
are caring for military families. We ask you to contact us, so we can recognize your work and encourage you as
you serve military families.

America’s sons and daughters are in harm’s way in faraway lands, and our chaplains go with them. Their families

wait in our communities, where the people of God support and care for them in our life together.
Chaplain Mike Sneath conducts a service in Afghanistan.
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Congregational Reminders
I know you have seen this information in several ways over the past few weeks, but we just wanted to remind
you of a few things in regards to church activities during this time:

Services will continue to be livestreamed on Sunday mornings at 9am. Services will also be available on
Facebook and on our YouTube channel after service has ended.

Bible Study will be held via zoom on Wednesday nights at 7pm. A recording of the study will be posted on
Facebook and YouTube.

Melina will be in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and will be working from home on Mondays and
Wednesdays. Office hours will remain the same: 8:30am—3:30pm. The office is closed on Fridays during
the Summer.

We will continue to post the bulletins and the Bible Study handouts on the website, as well as send them
out weekly via email.

Thank You for the Flowers!

A big giant “thank you” to Ruth Holmquist &
LeEtta Luce for bringing so much brightness
and color to the church landscape during this
time. Even though pgro

we aren’t here as

often, it’s such a

welcoming sight

when we are able to

gather in divine ser- §

vice and fellowship.

We wanted to make

sure that those who

are not able to come in person at

this time are able to enjoy them as

well. Let the color soak in!

Don’t forget to join us on Wednesday Nights at 7pm on Zoom for our weekly
Bible Study! Pastor Schuldheisz is currently going through the Epistles.
If you would like more information on how to join, or have questions about Zoom please let us

know. Otherwise, we hope to see you at 7pm on Wednesdays for some online fellowship and
study of the Word.

Cont’d from page 2 through the Divine Service, the liturgy of the Word. In God’s word we hear the viva vox Jesu,

the living voice of Jesus where He fills us with his peace, promise, and presence. Stay tuned for next month’s ar-

ticle as we take a closer look at the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel readings, as well as the other parts of the
Service of the Word.

(1 Arthur A. Just. Heaven on Earth: The Gifts of Christ in the Divine Service. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 2008. P. 197.

Preschool News by Abigail Lawson
Hello Family in Christ,

It’s probably been a couple months since you've heard any news from the preschool, so allow me to fill you in!
Our preschool is going through a couple big changes as September approaches.

The first change is in leadership; As I turn my focus to my growing family, the director position is open for
applicants. I truly enjoyed serving our church and preschool families this last year, and will continue to help in
whatever way I can. Please pray for the right person to serve as director, and also for Natasha Schuldhiesz as she
covers this role.

The second change around here is in relation to COVID-19. Natasha and the staff are making some tough
decisions and changes to minimize the passing of germs (probably the only thing we teach preschoolers NOT to
share). You may see some extra signs around the preschool halls and classrooms.

The current enrollment numbers are ok and interest in the preschool is high! Please be praying for the right
families to find us.

I’'m still learning what it means to trust our Father in all things, but I take comfort that He is the same yesterday,
today and forever.

Blessings to you, Abigail
LWML News by Elizabeth Cook

Our Mite goal at the national level has not ended in these challenging times. If you have mites, please remember
to bring them with you to church when you come, or get in touch with Sandy Schulz about how to get your
mites in if you are still staying home. Out of an abundance of caution, we have decided to hold the Fall Rally on
Zoom. Watch for updates as we get closer to October. We continue to pray for health and guidance as we Serve
the Lord with Gladness!

“Thank You” Cards and Postcards

Pastor Walta shared with us some great resources for supporting our church work-
ers across the country during this time, while also offering an artistic distraction
from our daily routines at home. For those who enjoy coloring, this will be right

up your ally. We have printed off cards and postcards that can be colored in by

you, or others in your family, your neighbors, etc. and then mailed to the church
worker of your choice. Pastors and church office staff have made decisions and adjustments they never thought
they would have to make over the past few months, and I am sure would be absolutely delighted to receive your
postcard of thanks. We all need an extra little boost during this time, and what better way than being able to

brighten someone’s day with your beautiful art and encouraging words.

You can find the postcards (if you want to print them off at home), as well as more ways you can support church
workers at the below link:

https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/ways-to-show-your-gratitude-and-support-for-church-workers/




LCMS Stewar dShlp (Iems.org)

Winston Churchill reportedly said, “we make a living by what we get, but we
make a life by what we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are defined
less by what we have gotten and more by what we give away.

Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He
became man for us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those with
3 or - : many and various diseases. He died the death that we deserve because of sin.
2\ W, V&3 0 l / %
St( wal (151 ll] ) He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. So it is that by
giving completely of Himself, He got us for Himself, making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.

As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. Giving softens
our hearts and frees us from the worries of this world and making a living. For when we are singularly focused
on making a living, we are singularly focused on what we get.

That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives — our relationships with friends and family, with neigh-
bors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking “How can I be a friend, family member,
neighbor, and servant to others?” to “What have they done for me lately?” We become more selfish instead of
selfless.

But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do not become less. We have more and become more. Because
when we give, we join in the bond of friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love

for them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus, we are
participating in the divine nature. As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS: If someone you know has not been receiving our electronic communi-
cations, but has an email address and would like to be added, please let us know by sending us their infor-
mation. Similarly, if you know someone who does not have email, and has not been receiving mailings from us,
please let us know so we can add them to our hardcopy mailing list. We are doing our best to make sure every-
one is covered, but we can always use an extra pair of eyes and ears in catching those who may fall through the




