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New Testament Epistles: Hebrews 
 

19 Therefore, brothers,[c] since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 

flesh,21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised 

is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 

Day drawing near. 
 

Hebrews 10:19-25 

1. Historical Context / Occasion: The Epistle of Hebrews is one of the most Old Testament sounding New 
Testament epistles. That’s because the author takes great pains to demonstrate how all of the good 
things that God did for his people in the Old Testament point forward to, and are fulfilled in Jesus, in 
whom they have everything God promised in the Old Testament, only greater.  
 
The writing style or genre of Hebrews is different than most of the Pauline epistles we have looked at 
so far. It is more like a written sermon / oral message. Whoever the author was, he was a highly skilled 
and eloquent orator and preacher/. Hebrews features frequent use of forms of ancient rhetoric, yet 
develops a new form: liturgical rhetoric. Some of the frequent forms of rhetoric include:  

a. Repetition of key words, phrases, themes, ideas, etc.  
b. Verbs with similar endings, for example the nine verbs in Hebrews 11:33-34 all have similar 

sounding endings in Greek.  
c. Grammatical: questions, imperatives, hortatory; promises and warnings; changes of verb 

tenses; word order for emphasis and surprise  
d. Sentences that introduce or summarize major themes  
e. Connecting phrases: “Therefore” and the like.  
f. Ritual imagery.  

Heavy reliance upon the OT, especially typology, showing people, places, things, events in the OT that 
point to and are fulfilled in the NT in Jesus death and resurrection, and are enacted still in the Divine 
Service. 

Another important facet of studying Hebrews is the question of Canonicity. Here is a brief outline of 
that background and information: 

a. Eastern Churches (Greek/Syriac) have always accepted Hebrews as part of the New 
Testament.   

b. Due to its anonymous author, and some of the challenging content (especially on repentance in 
6:4-6), the Western Church has classified it as antilegomenon (books spoken against).  

c. However, while the author is not one of the 12 apostles, he is closer to the broader group of 
the apostolic circle, like Luke, Mark, or Barnabas was.  

d. The second challenge of Hebrews was overcome in stages:  
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§ It was received by the author of Shepherd of Hermas (AD 120-140), who taught that 
baptized believers could repent of sin after Baptism.  

§ In response to the Decian persecution in AD 249-250, the Novations rejected pardon for 
apostates based on Hebrews. Cyprian, however, insisted that they could, after a brief 
period of penitence, be restored to the communion of the church.  

§ Ambrose finally cleared the way for Hebrews  to be accepted in the Western Church by 
arguing that since the warning against recrucifixion of God’s Son (6:6) presupposed 
participation in his death in Baptism (Romans 6), Heb. 6:4-6 forbade rebaptism. 
Moreover, that warning did not prevent apostates from returning to God because what 
was impossible for men was possible for God.  

e. Canonicity for Hebrews came first from the Eastern Church into the West.  
f. Clement of Rome (bishop c. AD 96) cites it as Scripture.   
g. Jerome, as late as AD 414, regards it as canonical.  
h. First recognized in the West by the Synod of Hippo in AD 393 under the influence of Augustine, 

and later the Synods of Carthage in AD 397 and 419  
i. In the 4th and 5th centuries, Hebrews was used frequently in defending the orthodox position on 

Christology and the Trinity against the heretical Arians. See Heb. 1:3  

2. Date: 
a. Hebrews is quoted by Clement of Rome in A.D. 96 1 Clement was written at or before A.D.70.   
b. Many commentators offer a wide range of dates, from A.D. 50-90.   
c. However, with such dependence and use of the temple, liturgical language, and OT citation, it is 

reasonable to conclude that had the temple been destroyed already, it would have been 
mentioned; but it is not.  

d. While persecution was plaguing the Christians addressed in this epistle, it had not yet caused 
them to shed their blood for their faith in Christ. Hebrews 12:4.  

e. Therefore…written before A.D.  70.  
 

3. Author:  
a. Many have speculated on who the author is: Luke, Barnabas, Silas/ Silvanus, Apollos, Clement 

of Rome, Paul.  
b. Unknown, though he was a disciple of the Apostles. Hebrews 2:3 and 13:23  
c. “Who wrote the epistle, God only knows certainly.” - Origen  

 
4. Audience: A group of Jewish-Christians, possibly in Rome, though exact location is unknown. The 

author assumes a thorough knowledge of the OT.  
 

5. Primary Theme: All of God’s promises are fulfilled in Jesus, our Great High Priest. 
 

6. Purpose(s): 
a. The book is a 'word of exhortation' / encouragement (13:22) to admonish those whose faith 

was wavering: 
§ To pay careful attention to the message of salvation (2:1- 4)  
§ To hold fast the confession of Christ the heavenly high priest (4:14,16)  
§ To persevere in following Christ even in suffering (12:1- 4).  

b. The letter announces the author's intention to visit the recipients together with Timothy 
(13:23).  
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c. From Hebrews 10:32-34, we learn that the Christians being addressed in this epistle are under 
persecution and imprisonment. Under persecution, these Jewish converts to Christianity were 
tempted to return to Judaism and their old way of life. Persecution often brings out second 
thoughts, doubts, and discouragement of the Christian faith,   

d. Writer wants to encourage his hearers. To show the riches that they have in Christ already now, 
to show the riches they have in Divine Service every Sunday.  

e. A book of encouragement. Hebrews 13:22. The word is best translated “encouragement.”  
f. Two primary goals: To show that Jesus is superior to everything in the OT and therefore 

provides everything believers need; and to encourage Christians to remain faithful to Jesus 
despite persecution.   

g. Through the warning and promises, the author wants to show that Jesus is God’s ultimate and 
final revelation of his love and mercy towards us.  

h. Exhortation reminds you of what you have to do; encouragement reminds you of the good 
things you have, giving you assurance in Christ.  

i. John Kleinig summarizes the purpose of Hebrews in this way:  

The Sermon in Hebrews is an example of liturgical preaching and teaching. In it and by it, the 
teacher aims to lead his congregation into deeper and fuller participation in the Divine Service, 
both on earth and in heaven. 

7. Theological Themes: 
a. The theophany of God in his Son (1:1-4)  
b. Ministry of Christ as the high priest in the heavenly sanctuary  

§ His identification with sinners (2:9-18)  
§ His qualification for the priesthood (7:26-28)  
§ His eternal intercession (7:23-25)  
§ His service in the heavenly sanctuary (9:11-14)  
§ His single sacrifice for purification and sanctification (9:24-28; see also 10:10, 12-14; 

13:12) of Christian worship  
c. Nature of Christian Worship: 

§ Entry into God's rest (4:1-10)  
§ Reception of mercy and grace from God (4:14-16)  
§ Entry into the heavenly sanctuary (10:19-22)  
§ Participation in the heavenly assembly (12:22-24)  
§ Presentation of God-pleasing sacrifices (13:15-16)  

d. Nature of Faith: 
§ Jesus as the source and goal of faith (12:1-2)  
§ Faith as the conviction of things hoped for as promised by God (6:11-20; 11:1; see also 

11:2-40)  
§ Faith as confidence to enter God's presence (10:19-22; see also 3:6,14)  

 
8. Outline / Structure: 

a. Introduction/Theme: Christ is the True and Final Revelation of God (1:1-3  
b. Jesus’ Superiority (1:4-10:18)  

§ Over the Angels (1:4-2:18)  
§ Over Moses (3:1-4:13)  
§ Superiority of Jesus’ priesthood: Jesus, the New Melchizadek (4:14-7:28)  
§ Superiority of Jesus’ sacrifice (8:1-10:18)  
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c. Exhortation/Encouragement of Faithfulness (10:19-12:29)  
§ Invitation to faithfulness (10:19-39)  
§ OT examples of faith: following in the faith of our fathers (11)  
§ Jesus as the ultimate example of faithfulness (12:1-13)  
§ Warning against disobedience, using OT examples (12:14-29)  

d. Final Exhortations (13:1-19)  
e. Blessings and Greetings (13:20-25)  

 
9. Key Passages: 

a. 1:1-4 
b. 2:1-11 
c. 2:14-18 
d. 3:1-6 
e. 4:14-16 
f. 5:7-10 
g. 7:23-25 
h. 8:13 
i. Chapters 9-10 
j. 11:1-3ff 
k. 12:1-2 
l. 12:18-24 
m. 13:20-21 

 
10. From Luther’s Preface to Hebrews: Up "to this point we have had [to do with] the true and certain 

chief books of the New Testament. The four which follow have from ancient times had a different 
reputation. In the first place, the fact that Hebrews is not an epistle of St. Paul, or of any other apostle, 
is proved by what it says in chapter 2[:3], that through those who had themselves heard it from the 
Lord this doctrine has come to us and remained among us. It is thereby made clear that he is speaking 
about the apostles, as a disciple to whom this doctrine has come from the apostles, perhaps long after 
them. For St. Paul, in Galatians 1[:1], testifies powerfully that he has his gospel from no man, neither 
through men, but from God himself" 
 

11. Liturgical Use:  
a. Heb. 1:1-12 - Christmas Day ABC 
b. Heb. 2:1-18 – Heb. 10:25 - Propers 22-28 B 
c. Heb. 2:14-18 - Purification/Presentation 
d. Heb. 3:1-6 – Transfiguration 
e. Heb. 4:14-16 – Good Friday 
f. Heb. 9:11-22 – Maundy Thursday 
g. Heb. 10:4-10 – Annunciation 
h.  Heb. 11:16 – 13:17 - Propers 14-17 C  
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(Hebrews	10:19-23	ESV)	 	 	www.fullofeyes.com	
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Hebrews	10:1,	5,	7,	“…the	law	has	but	a	shadow	of	the	good	things	to	come	instead	of	the	true	form	of	

these	realities…Consequently,	when	Christ	came	into	the	world,	He	said,	‘…Behold,	I	have	come	to	do	

your	will,	O	God.'”	

www.fullofeyes.com 
 


