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New Testament Epistles: 1 Peter 
 

18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless 
conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was [h]manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead 

and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 

1 Peter 1:18-21 
 

1. Historical Context/Occasion: 
 
In the 4th century, church historian Eusebius called 1 and 2 Peter along with James, Jude,  and the 
epistles of John, the catholic/universal letters. This letter was written by Peter (1:1) with the help of 
Silvanus (5:12), from Rome (5:13) in 64 AD. It was a circular letter to Christians in Asia Minor (1:1). 
These gentile converts (1:14,18; 2:10; 4:3-4) had experienced persecution (1:6; 3:14-17; 4:1) and were 
facing even worse persecution under Nero (4:12-19; 5:9-10). 
 
Shortly after Peter wrote 2 Peter, he was executed for his faith in Christ. Church tradition tells us that 
Peter was crucified on a cross along with his wife, and that Peter did not consider himself worthy 
enough to be crucified in the same manner as Jesus and requested that he be crucified upside down. 
The church symbol or crest of St. Peter often reflects this with an upside down cross on his shield. 
 

 
 

2. Date: circa A.D. 64. Before A.D. 67 as church historians record that Peter was martyred in A.D. 68.  
 

3. Author: Peter, one of the 12; the apostle. Written with the help of Silvanus (5:12). 
 

4. Primary Theme: 1 Peter 2:9-10. 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of 
God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 
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5. Purpose(s): 
a. To testify to them of God's grace given to them through Christ in baptism (5:12)  
b. To encourage them to live as holy people in an alien world (1:15; 2:11) 
c. To instruct and encourage the Lord’s people as they endure suffering for the sake of Christ. 

 
6. Theological Themes: 

a. God’s grace through faith in Christ  
i. Salvation through the suffering and glorification of Christ (1:10-12)  

ii. Sacrificial death of Jesus as the foundation for faith and hope in God (1:18-22; see also 
1:8-9; 2:24-25; 3:18)  

iii. Rebirth to new life with God through the resurrection of Jesus (1:3-5) by the preaching 
of the gospel (1:23-25) and the water of baptism (3:21-22)  

iv. Revelation of hidden salvation and glory with Christ and his glory on the last day (1:5-7; 
4:13; cf. 1:13)  

b. Christian vocation  
i. Calling to be God’s holy children (1:14-15)  

ii. Calling to be God's royal priests (2:4-10)  
iii. Calling to suffer with Christ (2:18-25; cf. 1:6-9; 4:12-19)  
iv. Calling to be repay evil with blessing (3:8-17)  
v. Calling to share in God’s glory (5:10)  

 
7. Outline/Structure: 

a. Address and greeting: 1:1-2  
b. Baptismal exhortation to live for God: 1:3-4:11 

i. Gift of new life (1:3-12) 
ii. The call to live as God's holy people (1:13-2:10)  

iii. Stewardship of God's grace with fellow Christians (4:7-11)  
c. Exhortation to endure suffering for Christ: 4:12-5:11  

i. Joy in sharing Christ's sufferings (4:12-19)  
ii. Humility of leaders and members (5:1-5)  

iii. Humility in suffering (5:6-11)  
d. Conclusion: 5:12-14  

 
8. Key Passages: 

a. 1:3-9 
b. 1:18-25 
c. 2:1-10 
d. 3:14-21 
e. 4:12-19 
f. 5:1-11 
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9. Luther’s Preface to 1 Peter: “This epistle St. Peter wrote to the converted heathen; he exhorts them to 
be steadfast in faith and to increase through all kinds of suffering and good works.  
 
In chapter 1 he strengthens their faith through the divine promise and power of the salvation to come. 
He shows that this salvation has not been merited by us but was first proclaimed by the prophets. 
Therefore they ought now to live new and holy lives, and forget the old life, as those who have been 
born anew through the living and eternal Word of God 
 
In chapter 2 he teaches them to know Christ as the Head and the Cornerstone, and like true priests to 
sacrifice themselves to God as Christ sacrificed himself. And he sets about giving instructions to the 
various estates. First he teaches in general subjection to temporal rulership; afterward he teaches in 
particular that servants are to be subordinate to their masters and [even] to suffer wrong from them, 
for the sake of Christ who also suffered wrong for us. 
 
In chapter 3 he teaches wives to be obedient, even to unbelieving husbands, and to adorn themselves 
with holiness. Likewise, husbands are to be patient with their wives and bear with them. And finally, all 
in general are to be humble and patient and kind to one another, as Christ was because of our sins. 
 
In chapter 4 he teaches us to subdue the flesh with sobriety, watchfulness, temperance, prayer, and to 
find comfort and strength through the sufferings of Christ. He instructs the spiritual rulers to inculcate 
the words and works of God alone, and each to serve the other with his gifts; and not to be surprised 
but to rejoice, if we have to suffer for the name of Christ  
 
In chapter 5 he exhorts the bishops and priests as to how they are to live and to tend the people. He 
warns us against the devil, who without ceasing pursues us everywhere.” (Luther, vol. 35, p. 390). 
 

10. Liturgical Use: 
a. 1:3-9 – Easter 2; St. Simon and St. Jude 
b. 1:17-25 – Easter 3 A 
c. 2:2-10 – Easter 5 A 
d. 2:19-25 – Easter 4 A 
e. 3:13-22 – Easter 6 A 
f. 4:1-8 – Holy Saturday A B C 
g. 1 Petr 4:12-5:11 – Easter 7 A 
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“Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He may exalt you, 
casting all your anxieties on Him because He cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 

devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith…” 

1 Peter 5:6-9   www.fullofeyes.com 
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 1 Peter 2:2, “Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 
up into salvation.” 

The “pure spiritual milk” that Peter is talking about here is likely the “good news that was preached to you,” 

from chapter 1 verse 25, and the “imperishable seed” by which we have been born (Chapter 1 v.23). Peter 

employs a number of procreative images here…seed, birth, nursing. It is as if he is taking the “born again” 

concept (which he likely heared from Jesus) and unfolding the implications. 
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The gospel—the good news of the Son of God whose blood ransoms us from the wrath of God (1:18) and by 

whose resurrection we are given new life (1:3)—the gospel is not only that by and from which we are 

spiritually “born,” but in 2:2 it is also the ”pure spiritual milk” by which we grow up into salvation. Peter is not 

using “infant” here as a term for a “baby Christian,” rather according to this imagery we are ALL infants. We 

are ALL to be nursing from the gospel of the slain and risen Christ every single day. This—indeed, HE—is our 

food. Just as an infant cannot grow apart from the mother’s sustaining milk, so too the Christian cannot grow 

apart from daily drinking deeply from the gospel of the glory of Christ… 

And what is it that causes us to continually long for the “pure spiritual milk” of the gospel? It is this: in it we 

have tasted and seen the all satisfying goodness of the Lord (2:3). 

May we all, then, like newborn infants, long more and more for this pure spiritual milk, in which we taste and 

see the goodness of our God! 

www.fullofeyes.com 

 

 

  

 


