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New Testament Epistles: 2 Peter 
 

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to[c] his own glory and excellence,[d] 4 by which he has granted to us his 

precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 

 
2 Peter 1:3-4 

 
1. Historical Context/Occasion: Much like 1 Peter, the original location or audience of this epistle is 

difficult to pin down. Similar to 1 Peter, most NT scholars agree that it was written by Peter near the 
end of his life while in Rome, to Christian churches in Asia Minor. From the short but substantive letter, 
we can tell that several theological issues were plaguing Christians in that region. Peter addresses the 
following errors in this epistle. Gnostic teachers were threatening to undermine the faith of Christians 
by their myths (1:16; 2:1). They were antinomian (3:17) in their rejection of authority (2:10), their 
permissiveness (2:19), and their licentiousness, (2:2,13-14,18). They promised the gift of divine 
‘consciousness’ (gnosis) to their adherents. They ridiculed the notion of Christ’s physical return (3:3-4). 
Peter wrote this letter to an unnamed Christians in 67 AD because he feared that they would cause 
trouble after his death (1:12-15).  

 
2. Date: 60-65 A.D. Before Peter’s martyrdom in A.D. 65, though some date Peter’s death to A.D. 68. 

 
3. Author: Peter, the Apostle. 

 
4. Primary Theme: In a world darkened by false teaching, suffering, and persecution, Christians have the 

light and life of God’s sure and certain word in Jesus to guide, comfort, and save us. 
 

5. Purpose(s): 
a. To remind his readers that they have everything they could ever hope for in Christ (1:3-8)  
b. To warn them against losing their stability (3:17) and forfeiting their heavenly hope by following 

the heretics (1:10-11)  
c. To leave the letter as a reminder after his death (1:12-15)  

 
6. Theological Themes: 

a. Participation in God’s nature through the knowledge of God (1:2-11)  
b. Confirmation of prophecy by Christ’s transfiguration (1:16-21)  
c. The creation of a new heavens and earth at Christ’s return (3:1-13)  
d. The fate of the false prophets and the results of their licentiousness (2:19-20) 
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7. Outline/Structure: 
a. Greeting: 1:1-2  
b. Confirmation of the call to share in God’s own glory: 1:3-3:17  

i. The need to bear the full fruit of faith through participation in the divine nature of 
Christ (1:3-11)  

ii. Peter’s imminent death (1:12-15)  
iii. The light of prophecy as fulfilled in Christ (1:16-21)  
iv. The character and fate of false prophets (2:1-22)  
v. The reason for the delay in Christ’s return (3:1-10)  

vi. Waiting for Christ’s return (3:11-17)  
c. Summary exhortation and doxology: 3:18  

 
8. Key Passages: 

a. 2 Peter 1:3-11 
b. 2 Peter 1:16-21 
c. 2 Peter 2:1-3 
d. 2 Peter 3:1-13 
e. 2 Peter 3:14-18 

 
9. Luther’s Preface to 2 Peter: 

This epistle is written against those who think that Christian faith can be without works. Therefore 
he exhorts them to test themselves by good works and become sure of their faith, just as one knows 
trees by their fruits [Matt. 7:20].  
 
He begins accordingly by praising the gospel over against the doctrines of men. He says that people 
ought to hear the gospel alone and not the doctrines of men. For, as he says, “No prophecy ever 
came by the impulse of men” [2 Pet. 1:21]. 
 
For this reason he warns in chapter 2 against the false teachers who are to come. They are 
preoccupied with works and thereby deny Christ. He threatens these men severely with three 
terrible illustrations and depicts them so clearly with their avarice, pride, wickedness, fornication, 
and hypocrisy that one must plainly see he means the clergy of today. For these have swallowed the 
whole world in their greed and are wickedly leading an irresponsible, fleshly, worldly life. 
 
In chapter 3 he shows that the Last Day will come soon; and though in the sight of [fur] men it may 
seem a thousand years, yet in the sight of [fur] God it is as one day. He describes what will happen 
at the Last Day, how everything shall be consumed by fire. [However, he also prophesies that at 
that time people will be scornful and, like the Epicureans, will think nothing of faith. 
 
In summary, chapter 1 shows what Christendom was to be like at the time of the pure gospel. 
Chapter 2 shows how it was to be in the time of the pope and the doctrines of men. Chapter 3 
shows how, after this, people will despise both the gospel and all doctrine, and will believe 
nothing—and this is now in full swing—until Christ comes.] 

 
10. Liturgical Use: 

a. 2 Peter 2:1-15 – Confession of St. Peter 
b. 2 Peter 1:16-21 – Transfiguration A 
c. 2 Peter 3:8-14 – Advent 2 B 
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	“And	we	have	something	more	sure,	the	prophetic	word,	to	which	you	will	do	well	to	
pay	attention	as	to	a	lamp	shining	in	a	dark	place,	until	the	day	dawns	and	the	morning	
star	rises	in	your	hearts.”	

–	2	Peter	1:19	
 

In	this	image,	the	torch	/	lamp	that	the	man	holds	up	in	the	darkness	is	the	scripture	itself.	However,	the	

actual	light	of	the	scripture	radiates	not	from	the	book	or	the	words,	but	from	the	one	to	whom	the	whole	

of	scripture	bears	witness	(John	5:39-40),	namely	the	crucified	and	risen	Jesus	Christ,	in	whom	we	know	

the	Father	by	the	eye-opening	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	It	is	in	the	knowledge	of	Him	that	we	have	been	

given	all	things	needful	for	life	and	godliness	(2	Peter	1:3).	

The	representation	of	Jesus	on	the	cross	is	haloed	by	a	semi-obscured	circle.	This	alludes	to	the	open	

mouth	of	the	tomb	and	so	implies	that	the	light	of	scripture	is	not	merely	the	crucified	Christ,	but	the	

crucified	Christ	in	light	of	His	resurrection.	It	is	only	then	that	we	see	the	glory	of	God—the	conquering	

and	sovereign	Love	of	God—in	Him.	

Lastly,	notice	that	the	image	of	Christ	is	in	the	place	of	the	true	“morning	star.”	The	horizon	beneath	

already	glows	faintly	with	the	coming	morning.	So	too,	we	now	look	to	the	glory	of	our	God	in	the	face	of	

the	crucified	and	risen	Lord	as	revealed	in	scripture.	And	by	that	light	we	move	toward	and	hope	in	the	

day	when	that	same	light—that	same	glory—will	dawn	in	truth	and	permeate	the	created	universe	

(Isaiah	11:9,	Habakkuk	2:14).	
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	2	Peter	3:9,	“The	Lord	is	not	slow	to	fulfill	His	promise	as	some	count	slowness,	but	is	
patient	toward	you,	not	wishing	that	any	should	perish,	but	that	all	should	reach	
repentance.”	
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For	the	risen	Christ,	time	is	not	an	issue.	To	Him	1,000	years	or	10,000	years	pass	like	a	vapor,	while	

simultaneously,	He	can	give	10,000	years	worth	of	attention	to	a	single	fleeting	moment	of	His	people’s	

experience.	All	things—including	time—exist	by,	through,	and	for	Christ.	

The	conclusion	Peter	seems	to	draw	from	this	reality	is	that	the	Lord	does	nothing	slow	OR	fast	(since	

both	slow	and	fast	are	relative	terms),	rather,	He	does	all	things	according	to	the	perfect	will	of	His	Father	

(which,	in	the	harmony	of	the	Trinity	is	His	own	will	as	well).	Thus,	the	distance	between	Christ’s	

ascension	and	His	second	advent	is	neither	“long”	nor	“short,”	rather,	it	Peter	labels	it	“Patience.”	The	

intentional	purposes	of	God	in	Christ—and	nothing	else—determine	the	arc	of	human	history.	

One	reason	Peter	gives	for	Christ’s	patient	delay	of	His	return	is	that	He	desires	all	of	those	for	whom	He	

died	to	come	to	repentance	and	faith.	Like	a	Shepherd	refusing	to	close	the	gate	until	the	final,	straggling	

sheep	comes	home,	so	too	Christ	will	not	bring	about	the	Day	of	Judgment	until	the	last	soul—chosen	in	

Him	before	the	foundation	of	the	world,	purchased	by	Him	on	Calvary,	drawn	to	Him	by	the	will	of	the	

Father	and	working	of	the	Spirit—is	gathered	to	His	side.	Every	moment	of	history	expands	the	ranks	of	

the	blood-bought	people	of	God.	
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