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Day
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Children’s Sunday
School
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Two Kinds of Authority by Pastor Schuldheisz

Several years back I was asked to write a
brief Bible study for the Lutheran Witness
on the Lutheran doctrine of two-
kingdoms. What follows is a brief intro-
duction and a number of questions and
resources that can be used for studying
what the Bible says about God's gift of
authority in the earthly and spiritu-

al realms.

This brief Bible study is designed to pro-
vide an introduction to the doctrine of
the two kingdoms, along with giving the
reader a firm Biblical and confessional
basis for Lutherans to learn and study
how God uses his two-fold authority in
the Church and the world for our good. It
is a foundation upon which pastors and
people can build as they grow in the
knowledge and blessings of God’s Word.
In this life, Christians are ambidextrous.
On the one hand, our citizenship is in
heaven (Philippians 3:20). And on the
other hand, Jesus sends us into the world
(John 17) for the sake of our neighbor.
God has established two kinds of authori-
ty — the spiritual and the temporal - for
our good and the good of all people. This
is the doctrine Lutherans refer to as the
doctrine of the two kingdoms.

The correct ordering of the relationship
between the church and the state is one of

those great problems which throughout
the history of the church must always be
solved anew.[1]

— Hermann Sasse

1. According to Colossians 1:15-20 who
has authority over spiritual affairs? Who

has established authority over temporal
affairs? Romans 13:1.

2. Although there are two kingdoms,
there is one only King, the Triune God.
According to Matthew 28:16-20 and 1
Peter 2:14, what are the two kinds of au-
thority God has established? And specifi-
cally, where does God exercise his spiritu-
al and temporal authority?

3. Why did God create government?
What are the distinct purposes, goals, and
means God uses in the temporal authori-
ties for the good of all people? See Ro-
mans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-17.

4. Scripture clearly commands Christians
to obey the governing authorities (1 Peter
2:13-17). But who are the temporal au-
thorities called to obey? See John 19:1-11.
How do Jesus” words Pilate shape our un-
derstanding of God’s authority in the civil
realm?

5. Does this mean Christian obedience to
the state is absolute? When are Christians
called to disobey the civil authorities God
has placed over us? Acts 5:27-32. When

are we not?

6. How is God’s authority in the Church
distinct his authority in the civil

realm? John 20:19-23; 1 Cor. 4:1ff.
Where is the source of the Church’s au-
thority? See John 5:30-47.

7. What is the primary task of the
Church? Luke 5:24, 24:36-49 and 1 Co-
rinthians 1:18-2:5, 11:23-26. And what
are the distinct purposes, goals and means
God uses in his Church to accomplish his

good and gracious will?



https://d.docs.live.net/cfc12d2c766d7061/Desktop/2018%20LAPTOP%20BACKUP/C/Users/samuel/Documents/theology/Vocation/two%20kinds%20of%20authority_lw%20bible%20study.docx#_ftn1
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8. Read Matthew 22:1-14. What does it mean to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the
things that are God’s? What belongs to Caesar? What belongs to God? How does Jesus’ teaching among the
Pharisees help us understand the two kingdoms?

9. What happens when either institution interferes with the other’s God-given responsibilities? Why is this dan-
gerous for Church and State? How is a confusion of the two kingdoms at root a failure to distinguish Law and

Gospel?

10. Scripture clarifies the relationship between church and state. Although God uses his authority for distinct
purposes in both institutions, how are they dependent? 1 Timothy 2:1-3 and Matthew 5:13-16. What happens
when each realm of authority carries out its divinely given purpose? How are these two kinds of authority gifts

of God?

11. In this life, Christians are ambidextrous. On the one hand, what does 1 Peter 2:1-12 and Romans 8:1-11
teach us about our vocation his Church? On the other hand, what does Scripture teach us about our vocation as
citizens? Romans 13:5-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-3; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-14. In what ways can a Christian be a salt
and a light in their vocations? How do we serve our neighbor by upholding God’s authority in the civil realm?

12. In his famous treatise, On Christian Liberty, Luther once said that, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of
all subject to none; the Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” How does this apply to our
Christian lives in both kingdoms? How do we apply God’s two-fold work of freedom and love in our daily lives
in both kingdoms?

13. What do the Lutheran Confessions and Small Catechism teach us about God’s two kinds of authority? For
a brief overview, see the Table of Duties in the Small Catechism. Also read Augsburg Confession articles V, VII,
VIIL, XIV, XVI, XXVIII, and the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope.

For Further Reading and Study:
Lutheran Service Book, page 313 lists numerous prayers for matters of the civil realm.
The Spirituality of the Cross: The Way of the First Evangelicals. Gene E. Veith, Concordia Publishing
House.
The Anonymous God: The Church Confronts Civil Religion and American Society. Edited by David L. Ad-
ams and Ken Schurb, Concordia Publishing House.
The Temporal Authorities to What Extent They Should be Obeyed and Whether Soldiers Too Can be
Saved. Martin Luther. Luther’s Works, volume 45. Concordia Publishing House.

God’s Left-Hand Rule God’s Right-Hand Rule
Scripture: Romans 3:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17 o Scripture: Ephesians 1:22; Col. 1:13-14

Catechism: 4* Commandment, 1+ Article, 4" o  Catechism: 2 & 3 Article, Means of Grace, Lord’s
Petition Prayer

Purpose: civil justice/order Purpose: forgive sin
Goal: curb evil; an orderly, just society— not Goal: salvation through preaching sin and grace
“Christianize” Means: Word/Sacraments

Means: Reason/natural law Spiritual Righteousness (before God)

Civil righteousness (before man) Law & Gospel
Law

Calls sin, sin

Works: not merit, fruit of faith
Passive recipients

Spiritual authority (God’s gift)
The sword of the Spirit

“Lesser of two evils”

Rewards good / punishes evil
Active in vocation

Temporal authority (God’s gift)
The fisted sword of steel

[1] Sasse, Hermann. Church Government and Secular Authority According to Lutheran Doctrine from The Lonely Way:
Selected Essays and Letters, vol. 1, p. 175. Trans. Ed. By Matthew C. Harrison et al. St. Louis, Concordia Publishing
House, 2001.

LCMS Stewardship (Iems.org)

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians
5:1).

We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has afforded us. We are right to do
this. We should be thankful for these liberties — the freedom to gather together to worship and to live out what
believe in our daily lives.

But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved. It has become a freedom from duty instead of a freedom for it.
Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into licentiousness — a license to do what we want, when we
want. This license is a submission again to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire when we
desire it means we are slaves to our desires and slaves to our passions.

Christ died to set us free from our desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and put to death along
with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and live before God in righteousness and purity. In
Christ, we are a new creation. We are set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do our duty and
bear fruits of the Spirit.

Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the Church. God calls us to believe in
His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for all people. He calls us to live in faith toward Him
and in fervent love for our neighbor. He calls us to put the gifts He gives to us in His service. God calls parents
provide for their children and raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.

And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when they are no longer able to do
so themselves. God calls the government to punish those who do evil and to reward those who do good. He calls
citizens to pay their taxes and honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to preach and
teach the Gospel, repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers to support those who teach them
with every good thing.

Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the freedom and liberty to do our duty.
Stand firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

LWML News by Elizabeth Cook

Dear Fellow Servants of our Savior, it is with regret that we confirm that our LW
society here at Beautiful Savior has gone inactive. This will be a mites only i v
organization going forward. utheran women in fission
This means that we will no longer be organizing fundraisers for local mission groups, or other events for fellow-
ship. We have a lovely fellowship board that would love some additional support if you are interested in helping
us start to organize activities as we come out of the pandemic induced isolation.

Anyone interested in continuing to receive the Lutheran Women's Quarterly after this calendar year will need to
work directly with the District Corresponding secretary to order the correct number of copies.

We will continue to put the mite box out once a month to collect offerings as God leads you.

Thank you for all your support, willingness to give, and eager hands and feet to Serve the Lord with Gladness
through the years.

With Love, The LWML board

The Preschool is Hiring!
The preschool is currently looking for 2 classroom aides for our 2021-2022 school year, as
well as a Director. Please pass on the information to anyone you think might be interest-
ed, and speak to Pastor or Natasha Schuldheisz if you have any questions. Thank you!




