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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

12:00pm—Voters’
Meeting

2

6:30pm—

Confirmation

3

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

6:00pm—Elders’
Meeting

7:30pm—T'rustees
Meeting

4

5

6

Pastor Off

Office Closed

7

8:00am—Men’s
Bible Study &
Breakfast

8

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

9
6:30pm—

Confirmation

10

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

Melina out of office

13
Pastor Off

Office Closed

15

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

16

6:30pm—
Confirmation

17

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

20

Pastor Off

Office Closed

22

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

12:00pm—Lunch
at Ranchitos

23
6:30pm—

Confirmation

24

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

25

10:00am—
Preschool Closing
Program

26

6:30pm—
Stewardship Board
Meeting

27

Pastor Off

Office Closed

29

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

30

6:30pm—

Confirmation

Office Closed in
observation of
Memorial Day

31

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

Flowers
1st Howard
8th Open
15th Open
22nd Open
29th Open
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1st & 8th

Ron & Kramer F,
Matt L, Joel C
15th & 22nd
Ron S, Chuck M,
Ben B

29th Andrew L,
Mark R, Terry Y

Fellowship
1st Jannsen

8th Fjone

15th Clemans &
Wagner

22nd Open

29th Schuldheisz
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Catechizing Your Imagination by Pastor Schuldheisz

I’s a favorite phrase of health-conscious
parents and grandparents everywhere. It’s
the go-to dad joke when the kids are
horking down Halloween candy by the
fistful. “You know, you are what you eat.”

Biologically speaking, there’s truth in
these words. As we mature we move from
counting how many pounds of candy we
collected to tracking calories, carbohy-
drates, and cholesterol numbers and how
they affect us. There is, however, more
than mere practical, healthy advice baked
into grandma’s words of wisdom.

There is a deeper theological truth in this
old adage. In our daily life as Christians,
we are students and Jesus is our true
Teacher; we are disciples and our Lord is
the true Master; we are forever catechu-
mens of Christ. When we turn to the
Scriptures and the Catechism, “you are
what you eat” becomes, you are what you
read. You are what you hear. You are
what you study. And so on. You become
what you read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest. What we read, listen to, and watch
— in many ways — shapes, molds, and
forms us, the whole of us; our reason and
imagination alike.

Both our reason and our imagination are
gifts from God. They are complimentary,
not contradictory. We learn this in Lu-
ther’s Small Catechism, particularly in his
explanation of first article of the Apostles’
Creed, where Luther reminds us that
“God has made me and all creatures; the
he has given me my body and soul, eyes,
ears, and all my members, and still pre-

serves them.” One of God’s many and
gracious first article gifts is the gift of our
imagination. It is how we form pictures in
the studio of our minds. It is the way we
interpret meaning in the world around us.
It is also an ally in the way communicate
and confess the faith. Just as we teach
children what is right and wrong, what is
true and false, we also teach what is good
and beautiful and meaningful. God cre-
ates, and gives for our use, both our intel-
lect and imagination. Jesus is Lord not
only of the mind but also the heart.

It has been said that if we don’t catechize
our children, the culture and world
around us will. The same is true for cate-
chumens of any age. Both our intellect
and our imagination need daily catechesis.
Just as our heart needs cardio exercise to
stay healthy, so too, our imagination
needs to be catechized, strengthened and
built up by a steady diet of God’s word
and sacraments. The aim of Christian cat-
echesis, then, is to fill us with the truth,
goodness, and beauty of God’s Word,
catechizing both our intellect and imagi-
nation.

This is the rhythm of the Christian life of
catechesis, not one that ends after confir-
mation or a few weeks of adult instruc-
tion, but an ongoing, steady diet of the
solid food of God’s word. We receive
God’s gifts in the word and sacraments
that bear and bestow the crucified and
risen Christ. God’s gifts, in turn, conform
our minds to the mind of Christ, and cat-

echize our imagination in the image of

God’s Son. In catechesis, God’s Word,
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and the saving Gospel of Christ crucified and risen, is imprinted both in our head and upon our heart. God’s
Word shapes and forms our intellect and our imagination.

Catechizing the imagination is also an indispensable antidote to the twisted imagination of our fallen sinful
flesh. Like all of God’s gifts in creation, our imagination is affected by the fall of sin. God’s gift of imagination
once declared very good, along with the rest of creation, is now warped, twisted and bent inwardly with trespass-
es and sin. Within each Christian dwells the reality that in this life we are both saint and sinner, affecting both
our intellect and our imagination as well. At times we use our imagination for great evil, and yet, at times, and
by God’s grace, we use our imagination for great good.

As our bodies need food, so too, our imagination needs nourishment. As our muscles need exercise, so too, our
imagination needs to be stretched and conditioned. As our mind is stimulated by reading and conversation, so
too, our imagination is awakened by what we see, hear, watch, read, and learn.

How, then, do we catechize our imagination? Just as Luther declared at Worms that his reason was held captive
to the Word of Christ, so too, our imagination must be held captive to God’s Word. There is no better place to
go than to the Scriptures.

As Gene Veith writes, “The Bible awakens the imagination of those who read it. It can, as we say, capture the
imagination, God’s Word uses imaginative means — recounting true stories, accounts of people’s lives, parables
descriptions, visions, symbols, and typology — so that its truths, through the Holy Spirit, cut deep, piercing to
the division of soul and of spirit. Thus a Christian imagination comes, above all, from reading the Bible continu-
ally, studying it, meditating on it, and just saturating your mind and your imagination with the Word of
God.”™

No matter our age, the two best places for the Christian to catechize their imagination is in the congregation of
saints and sinners and in our homes. For in the congregation we receive God’s word and sacraments. In our
Lord’s house, we read, mark, learn, hear, and inwardly digest God’s word, and our imagination is captivated by
the Word of God. We pray, praise, give thanks, and our imagination is turned toward Christ and our neighbors
in need. We rejoice, listen to, and meditate upon God’s word in the hymns we sing, and all the while our imagi-
nation is filled with the praises and promises of God. We see sacred artwork and architecture that points our im-
agination to Christ. We taste and see the Lord’s body and blood, where we what we eat — the true body and
blood of Jesus — becomes a part of us in Holy Communion. Here God’s invisible, unimaginable love, grace, and
mercy is made visible and imaginable for us.

And the same word of God that fills our ears, hearts, minds, and imaginations on Sunday in the Lord’s house is
present with us in our own homes well. Daily prayers and devotions filled with the word of God, the stories of
God’s saving work from Genesis to Revelation, the richness of the Psalms and the imagery of the prophets, Je-
sus’ great works of the imagination in his parables. Scripture captures our imagination and fills it with the image
of God in the flesh in Jesus and all that he said, taught, and accomplished for our salvation. Jesus’ words, like his
I AM statements — I AM the Good Shepherd, awaken our imagination while also catechizing our imagination in
the way of Christ crucified and risen.

This is how we catechize our Christian imagination. As St. Paul says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

Men’s Bible Study

Don’t forget to join us on the 1st Saturday of every month for
breakfast and Bible Study.
8-9am | Fellowship Hall at Beautiful Savior

Nothing Fishy About It by Steve Gruenwald (ConcordiaPlans.org)

We enjoy going to the St. Louis Missouri Botanical Garden and especially visiting the 14-acre Japanese garden.
Once there, we often stop to watch people feed the large Japanese carp, called koi. They look like giant goldfish,
and it’s fun to see these carp go after food pellets in a feeding frenzy.

An interesting fact about koi is that their growth is dependent upon their environment, specifically the quality of
the water and the size of the pond. Typically, koi can grow to about three feet in length, but that growth can be
stunted if the fish are kept in a confined pond with poor water quality. Saying it another way, if you give koi the
right environment for growth and keep them immersed in a good water source, they will grow.

That’s an apt comparison to us as Christians. We have many opportunities to “. . . grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. . .” (2 Peter 3:18). Unfortunately, our sinful natures often tempt
us to chase after other options that not only hinder our growth, but also cause us to drift away from God.

Every Sunday, for example, is an opportunity to immerse ourselves
in the hearing and learning of God’s word through worship and Bi-
ble study. In that environment, we are joyfully reminded that even
though we sin daily, God forgives for Jesus’ sake. We are tempted
every day to seek out unhealthy “growth” substitutes — ones where
we could find ourselves beached and doing nothing at all beneficial,
or floundering in less-than-healthy waters that could lead us to get
snared by the hooks of our sinful desires.

At those times when we find ourselves like carp swimming aimlessly,

or being drawn to feed on harmful pellets that tempt us, don’t forget to grasp what it truly means to be a CARP:
by God’s grace we are Christ’s Atoned and Redeemed People. We are CARP swimming in the cleansing waters
of baptism that have washed away our sins. Through Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the cross, we live as redeemed

people in God’s eyes.

Here’s the other comparison we have with carp: they are typically at the bottom of the fish hierarchy. They are
the bottom dwellers of ponds and rivers and aren’t considered much of a delicacy when it comes to mealtime.
We can relate: being poor miserable sinners also places us at the bottom of humanity, but thanks be to God that
He looks past our lowly state and through His love we are Christ’s Atoned and Redeemed People.

(Published by Concordia Plans of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. )
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LCMS Historical Figures

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) was founded on April 26, 1847, when 12 pastors representing
14 congregations from Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Michigan, New York and Ohio signed the church body’s
constitution at First St. Paul Lutheran Church, Chicago. Since that time, the LCMS has endured many trials
and triumphs — all by the grace of God.

As our church body celebrates its 175th anniversary in 2022, please take a few moments to learn more about
some of the people who made a significant impact on the LCMS throughout its history.

CARL FERDINAND WILHELM WALTHER, Pastor, Professor and Synod Founder
BORN: October 25, 1811 Langenchursdorf, Saxony, Germany
DIED: May 7, 1887 Saint Louis, Missour

Of all the founders of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, the best known is
C.F.W. Walther — and deservedly so. Walther was the Synod’s first president;
president and professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; pastor of the first four
Lutheran churches in St. Louis; and the Synod’s most prominent and influential
theologian.

Walther’s story begins in Germany. He was born into a pastor’s family, and his
formal education equipped him to follow his father’s footsteps into the ministry
of the Lutheran church. And so he did. He was ordained on January 15, 1837,

and installed as pastor of a small rural parish.

By that time, Walther was under the influence of Pastor Martin Stephan, who

had given him comforting spiritual advice while Walther was a student. So when

Stephan sent word that it was time for everyone to leave the corrupt Lutheran
church in Germany for the United States, where they could confess the faith and practice it freely according to
the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions, Walther decided to go. There were several other young pastors and
would-be pastors, along with members of the congregations they served, who joined the Stephanite migration in
1838-39, about 700 people in all.

By the spring of 1839, they had made it to Missouri, founded the first Lutheran church in St. Louis, and pur-
chased land about a hundred miles south of St. Louis in order to establish communities and congregations com-
mitted to pure Lutheranism. Then disaster struck.

A handful of women in the congregation confessed to sexual immorality with Pastor Stephan. Although he de-
nied the charges, the clergy and lay leadership, including Walther, believed the women and exiled Stephan from
their midst.

But now what? Several of the clergy, including Walther, felt very guilty for following a hypocrite and for mis-
leading people into abandoning their homeland. Walther himself fell seriously ill and had to give up his minis-
try.

During his convalescence, however, Walther devoted himself to studying the Scriptures, the Confessions and
Luther himself, so that, about two years after Stephan’s fall, Walther began providing biblical answers about the
situation of the Saxons. At just about the same time, the St. Louis congregation called him as their pastor. A few
years later he began publishing a church paper, Der Lutheraner, with a motto that summarized Walther’s theol-
ogy: “God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine shall never pass away.” These twin commitments summarize his
preaching, teaching and writing.

By the time the Missouri Synod began in 1847, Walther was already recognized as a gifted theologian. The Syn-

od chose him to be its first president and a few years later to lead the seminary.

For more information about the 175th anniversary of the LCMS, visit Icms.org/175.

Sunday School News & Positive Thoughts by Cathy Coleman
I CHRIST HAS RISEN, HE HAS RISEN INDEED! Alleluia!

I' The Easter egg hunt was a great success and such a blessing. Thank you to all who brought candy, gave rolls of
quarters, stickers and small toys. We had plenty of everything and the children had a great time. Thank you to
the Tuesday Ladies Bible Class who helped fill the eggs! I remember the first time I did this, and it took forever.
My Bible Class ladies are the best. They came during Holy Week and saved me hours. I love you all and appre-
ciate you so very much! Thank you to Linda Howard for getting the beautiful bags and having little gifts inside.
Great idea! Just one more huge THANK YOU to Carolyn Jolly, Sue McCann, and Vivian Hohnstein for help-
ing me hang the Alleluia’s! God Bless you all!

*Parents, if you don’t want the plastic easter eggs, drop them off in the box by Pastor’s office, under the table
that says “Easter Eggs!”

I The youth group along with the Sunday School students are finishing up their donation drive for the food
banks on May 1*. The last donations that will be needed by May 1% are dish or laundry soap and cleaning prod-
ucts. Parents: MAY 1%, Sunday - immediately after Sunday School the youth will be meeting in the Conference
room to organize the items received and get them ready to go to the food banks. We need all students to help!
During the same time there will be a voters' meeting, so parents can kill two birds with one stone and attend
while your child is working! The congregation and the youth came through big time. Thank you to all who gave
so much for the food bank and helping our youth!

I' In May the students will be learning about Paul, Barnabas, and a Man born Lame, The Jerusalem Council,
Lydia is Baptized, Paul Preaches in Athens and Paul’s Ministry. These wonderful stories can be found in Acts
and 2Corinthians.

I' Please continue to pray for our World Vision sponsored child, Elideth Medrano C.

I' Positive thought: Lamentations 3:22-24: Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His com-
passions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lord is my por-
tion; therefore, I will wait for Him.” Christ defeated death and we are free from fear because of His great

“LOVE” for us! Christ has Risen, He has Risen indeed, Alleluia!!!

Vacation Bible Schoo

God’s Wonder Lab -Jesus Does The Impossible is this year’s :
theme. Because of COVID 19, Beautiful Savior was not
able to offer VBS in our church for our community for the
last two years. VBS is a wonderful way for us as a congrega-
tion to reach out to our community with the Gospel
message. It also helps parents become aware of the Christian
Preschool program that we offer, another way that we are
able to spread the Gospel message. Please consider volun-
teering to help out in this year’s VBS program. There is a
sign-up sheet near the drinking fountain.

July 25-29th 9:00am-12:00pm

From CPH.org...
A science lab conducts experiments that explain how things are possible. In Jesus’ ministry, He did

things that are impossible. His greatest miracle of all was dying on the cross and rising from the dead
for our salvation. At God’s Wonder Lab, discover that Jesus does the impossible for us.




Preschool News by Natasha Schuldheisz

As we quickly sail into the month of May we are bringing our 2021-2022 school year to an end. We have had
some wonderful preschool families here and have seen so much amazing growth from our 3-year-old and our
Pre-K class. Everyone in the Pre-K class will be heading to kindergarten next year and most of our 3-year-old
class will be joining us again next year as Pre-K students. God is good!

As we are ending the year, the preschool classes will be talking about insects, butterflies, water and summer
safety. We have one more field trip planned, where we will be learning about animals that live in the Northwest
through a presentation and activities . It is also a great time to get outside and play with the weather warming
up a bit. We also have been practicing songs for our closing program. We would love to invite the congregation
and any preschool prayer partners to our closing program on Wednesday, May 25th at 10:00am in the church.
You will get to hear the preschoolers sing and get their graduation certificates. After the program, join us for
juice and cookies. We are excited to host this event this year.

Thank you to all of our prayer partners this school year. Each student and their families have enjoyed the
thoughtful cards, gifts and prayers for their preschool student. Also, thank you to all of our preschool volunteers
that have helped out in our classrooms throughout the month. It was such a blessing to have extra hands in each
of the classrooms.

Thank you for all your prayers and support. Enrollment is going great for our 2022-2023 school year. We are
excited to have both of our classes open for new students. We have our 3-year-old class (students must be 3
years old by Aug. 31st) and our Pre-K class (students must be 4 years old by Aug. 31st). Our 3-year class is
every Monday and Wednesday and our Pre-K class is Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Please let me know if
you have any questions or know someone interested in our preschool. We are filling up fast! We have registra-
tion forms by the preschool door or on our website.
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