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4
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7
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Office Closed
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21
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24
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6:30pm—

Confirmation
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Bible Study
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C.S. Lewis and The Four Loves by Pastor Schuldheisz

Long before Chris Kattan and Will Ferrel
bobbed their heads to the beat of Hadda-
way on Saturday Night Live’s Night at
the Roxbury, generations of people have

asked and answered that famous question.
What is love?

Depending on the day, you might answer
that question with trumpets, guitars, and
the catchy melody of the Beatles as you
hum along, “All you need is love.” Still,
on other days you might find yourself air-
guitaring those crunchy riffs from J. Geils
Band, crying out, “Love stinks.”

Musicians are not the only ones to have
answered the question, “What is love?”
Thankfully, so have many writers, among
them, C.S. Lewis in his famous book, The
Four Loves. The Four Loves is C.S. Lew-
is’s marvelous theological, devotional
work, answering this famous question,
what is love? Reading The Four Loves is
like walking on the sloping floor of a zero-
entry swimming pool. The further you
walk through the pages of this little book,
the deeper you dive into God’s gift of
love, which ultimately, is revealed in

Christ crucified.
Using his knowledge of classical Greek,

Lewis unwraps God’s gift of love using
the four words in Greek for love: Storge,
Philia, Eros, and Agape, or as he translates
them, Affection, Friendship, Romantic
Love, and Charity. For Lewis, love is
more than a feeling; love is the person and
work of Jesus Christ incarnate, crucified,
risen, ascended, and reigning. All God
pleasing loves flow in and out of the heart

of God’s love, which Lewis calls “Gift-

love.” Lewis writes, “In God there is no
hunger that needs to be filled, only plen-
teousness that desires to give.”

The Four Loves began, like Lewis’s other
famous work, Mere Christianity, as a se-
ries of radio recordings. In January of
1958, the Episcopal Radio-TV Founda-
tion out of Atlanta, GA asked if Lewis
would contribute a series of tape-
recordings to be played on the air. The
subject matter was left to Lewis, and he
chose the topic of the four loves, Storge,
Philia, Eros, and Agape. By the end of
August of 1958 Lewis had completed the
transcripts and recorded an hour for each
of the four loves. Lewis’s series originally
titled Four Talks on Love aired on the
radio and was on cassettes across the
United States. Lewis then used these tran-
scripts as the foundation for the book that
became titled The Four Loves, which was
completed in June 1959 and published in
March 1960.

Lewis’s own historical context during the
time of the radio recordings and the writ-
ing of The Four Loves is also worth not-
ing briefly. On April 23, 1956, C.S. Lewis
married Helen Joy Davidman Gresham,
an American woman he had come to
know in recent years, and with whom he
had exchanged correspondence. Lewis
biographer, Alister McGrath, points out
that Lewis’s initial marriage to Hellen Joy
Davidman Gresham “was, in Lewis’s
view, purely a marriage of convenience,
designed to allow Mrs. Gresham and her
two sons to remain in Oxford when their
permission to reside in Great Britain ex-
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pired on 31 May 1956.”

What began as a marriage of convenience, however, deepend in time as it continued to grow through battles
with cancer, countless conversations on theology and literature, and blossomed into love. As you read The Four
Loves it’s easy to see where Joy had influenced the great literary don with her own love, wit, and wisdom. On
March 21, 1957, C.S. Lewis and Joy Davidman were married in a ceremony in Churchill Hospital by Rev. Peter
Bide. In the face of death, they clung to God’s gift of love that was given in Christ and shared with one another.
Just a few months after The Four Loves was published, Joy Davidman died on July 13, 1960. Understandably,
Lewis was devastated. Heart-broken. Out of the depths of his grief, Lewis found comfort in writing, and eventu-
ally conceded in publishing A Grief Observed. It is no accident that Lewis wrote The Four Loves when he did,

after he met Joy, and before she died. Had the book been written after her death, it would have been a much
different book.

C.S. Lewis dedicated The Four Loves to his friend Chad Walsh, an American poet, pastor, teacher, and theologi-
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an. Walsh was one of the people who were instrumental in bringing together Lewis and his wife, Joy Davidman.
Without his friend Chad Walsh, Lewis may not have come to know Joy Davidman. And without Joy Da-
vidman, Lewis’s work on The Four Loves, no doubt, would look very different, if it had been written at all.

| CON\E HELP US CELEBRATE

Like the chambers of the human heart, Lewis’ history and context are a part of The Four Loves. And yet, the
beating heart of this book is the content itself.
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Lewis begins his introduction with these words: “God is love,” from 1 John 4. And if we understand those
words, all the other talk of love will make sense. All good and God-pleasing love flows from and back to the love
of God in Christ Jesus. What is love? For Lewis, there were four ways of answering that question. Storge, Philia,
Eros, and Agape, or as he translates them, Affection, Friendship, Romantic Love, and Charity.
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Concordia University Chicago Kapelle (choir) will be
at Our Savior - Tacoma for a Lent Choral Concert
on Friday, March 3 at 7:00pm. Y'all are invited! The
concert’s theme is “Kyrie Eleison.” The evening con-
cert will include selections from the Persichetti Mass
(Kyrie and Agnis Dei), the Opening Movement from
Bach’s Du Hirte Israel, hore), and the final move-
ment from Heinrich Schultz’s St. Matthew Passion.

we will also enjoy selections from Felix Mendelssohn,
John Ritter, Richard Hillert, and Jonathan Kohrs.

Storge, or Affection

First, observes, Lewis, there is storge, or affection, or nurturing love. A mother and her child. Mother rabbit
with her bunnies. C.S. Lewis called this as “all in a squawking, nuzzling heap together, purrings, lickings, baby-
talk, milk, warmth, the smell of young life.” There's no need to command this sort of love. It’s instinct. It’s
humble. It’s what Lewis calls, “Need-love.” It is love that is needed and gives what is needed.

Affection, alone, however, is not enough. If we live by affection alone, writes Lewis, “Affection will go bad on
us.” In other words, left to our own devices, and our own affections, we will curve inward on ourselves in storge,
and God’s gift of affection will become bent and selfish. And yet, affection at its best is given to serve and to love
the neighbor. “Affection at its best practices a courtesy which is incomparably more subtle, sensitive, and deep
than the public kind.” It is the kind of love which seeks to give no preference to yourself.

Philia or Friendship

Next to Agape, Lewis writes the most on Philia, or friendship. While the modern world, by Lewis’s estimation,
seemed to hold little value in friendship, Lewis follows the ancients in pointing to friendship as the happiest and

most fully human of loves. Philia is love that is found in friendship, not social media’s so-called friends, but in a
deep, abiding friendship. As in Philadelphia. Brotherly love. Think of David and Jonathan in the Old Testa-

ment.
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Lewis writes of Friendship that “Lovers are always talking to one another about their love; Friends hardly ever
talk about friendship. Lovers are normally face to face, absorbed in each other; Friends, side by side, absorbed in
some common interest.”

Philia is that friendship-love where you share with someone you trust implicitly. A friend who has your back no
matter what. The “been through thick and thin kind of friendship.” This kind of “friendship is born at the mo-

ment when one man says to another, “What, You too? I thought no one but myself...”

February 22nd

12:00pm & 7:00pm

Philia is the kind of friendship we see lacking in our day and age. Indeed, a good friend can be hard to find.
Thankfully, Lewis gives us many good examples of Philia in his own friendships with J.R.R. Tolkien, Charles
Williams, Owen Barfield, Hugo Dyson, the other Inklings, and many others.




LCMS Stewardship—Don’t Replace “And” with “Or” (lcms.org)
We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving to the church of our time, talents and treasure. This alliterative

;\ ‘

P trinity helps us see that giving is not just about money, but about our whole
’l :) lives. As we confess in the Small Catechism’s explanation of the First Article of
the Apostle’s Creed, God gives us everything we have and enjoy. First we con-
e fess that God gives us “our body and soul, our eyes, ears, and all our members,
our reason and all our senses” (SC II). Then we confess that He gives us materi-
St()VV;Y{'(lSlli]f ) al things. The ti.me, talents., and treasure trinity plac?s before our eyes t.hf.: fact
that we are to give something of all three of these things toward the mission of

the church in thanksgiving for what God has provided. For everything we have, and indeed, everything we are,
comes from God’s fatherly, divine goodness and mercy.

The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we replace one little word with another little word —
when we replace the word and with the word or. It is always written with the and, but when we read it, we read
it with the or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolls that everything that we have and are is a gift from
God, to be given back in service of His church, turns into a trinity that we can pick and choose from when we
serve God. The giving of our time, talents and treasure turns into the giving of our time, talents or treasure.

Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and talents instead of our treasure? Or perhaps it is the other
way round: Can we give of our treasure and not of our time and talents? But these are the wrong questions. The
right question is, can we give of our time and talents in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to
give of all three. The things that God gives us are not to be pitted against one another. Rather, they are given to
us, and we are to press them all into God’s service for benefit of His church and our neighbors in need.

Thus, we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of a generous, first-fruits proportion of our income.
We give of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy church. We give of our talents in the same
manner. Since God gave us all these things, we are called to give generously of all these things in faith toward
Him and in fervent love to our neighbors.

For God has provided all these things for us. Out of His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He gives us each
time, talents AND treasure as a means to bless those around us. We serve our neighbors with these things,
blessing them with the blessings with which God has blessed us. We give of our time, talents and treasure to
our families, our society, our church and our local congregations. And we do this because we know that we are
not our own. Rather, we belong to God. We have been bought with a price: the holy, precious blood and inno-
cent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He gave everything — His time, His talents and His treasure
— to have us as His own and to live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence and blessedness. We have these things as gifts and blessings from God. Let us then press them all
into service for the sake of His love — time, talents and treasure together.

Cathy’s Positive Thought
Cathy was a faithful contributor to the BSLC Newsletter, with great reminders for us in our faith walk. So, we

thought we might include some of her “Positive Thoughts” on occasion. The below excerpt was taken from the
April 2022 Newsletter.

We have a great God, who sent His only Son to suffer, die, and has risen so we may have forgiveness and live

with Him forever. Can this be said enough!? I don’t think so! There is no heartache, no problem, no medical

procedure that God can’t cure, solve, or give comfort. We have a great, almighty God! Rejoice! Every day may
not be good...but there’s something good in every day. Thank you, Jesus!

For Lewis, this aspect of love, friendship, was seen in humility towards one another, in compassion, in interests
shared, and in a magnetic sort of way, drawing out each other’s good qualities. “It is the instrument by which
God reveals to each the beauties of all the others...by Friendship, God opens our eyes to them.”

Eros, or Romantic Love

Next, comes Eros, or romantic love. It is passionate, head over heels falling in love. It’s intimate, and romantic,
but not exclusive to physical romance. It is the love described in the Song of Solomon. Lewis has this to say
about eros; “Sexual desire, without Eros, wants it, the thing in itself; Eros wants the Beloved.” Eros, says Lewis,
is about the Beloved. Properly shown, this aspect of love looks with eyes fixed on the beloved, think of Adam

when he first beholds Eve. “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.” (Genesis 2:23)

Like affection and friendship, eros too can descend into chaos and sin taking the form of lust and sexual immo-
rality. And yet, Lewis reminds readers that eros is also a gift from God, when shown in its proper context of
God’s gift of marriage between a man and a woman. Lewis also draws out of eros the reality of the Christian
Church as the bride of Christ, and it is in love that Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it (Ephesians
5:25).

Agape, or Charity

Lastly, Lewis writes about agape, or as he translates it charity. Agape is sacrificial love. Laying down one’s life for

another love. Unconditional love. Love to the loveless and unlovable. Divine love. Quoting John again, Lewis

identifies God as agape. God is love.

The Father gives all He is and has to the Son. The Son gives Himself back to the Father, and gives Himself to
the world, and for the world to the Father, and thus gives the world (in Himself) back to the Father too.

Take 1 Corinthians 13, for example. The famous love chapter. Next time you read that chapter, insert Christ
wherever St. Paul writes the word love, then you will see what agape-love is all about. Lewis describes God’s love
in beauty, comfort, and assurance.

“God...creates the universe...already seeing the buzzing cloud of flies about the cross, the flayed back pressed
against the uneven stake, the nails driven through the mesial nerves, the repeated suffocation as the body droops,
the repeated torture of back and arms as it is hoisted up time after time, for breath’s sake. If we may dare the
biological image, God is a ‘host’ who deliberately creates his own parasites; causes us to be that we may exploit
and take advantage of him. Herein is love.”

What is love? Love is praying: “Lord, make me a better father, mother, spouse, son, or daughter; make me a
faithful servant in all the places you call me.” Love is praying for your enemies. Love is looking not to your own
good, but the good of your neighbor. Love is asking your brother or sister in Christ how they’re doing and tak-
ing the time to listen. Love is comforting someone who’s grieving with good news of Jesus who bore our griefs
and carried our sorrows. Love is pointing to Jesus who said, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay

down his life for his friends.”
What is love?

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins. (1 John 4:9-10).

Discover Our Church’s History
A group of members have been working on putting together a book on the history of Beautiful Savior. We are
trying to determine how many copies we need to print on the first run of the book. There is a sign-up sheet
above the water fountain. If you are interested, please put your name, phone number and how many copies you
want on the sheet. The cost looks to be in the range of $20 to $25, but we are hoping it will be less. The current
schedule is to try and go to print in the February time frame. If you have any questions contact Terry Howard

on 253-495-8332.




“This” Is Never Forever by Steve Gruenwald (concordiaplans.org)

If I've learned anything after living 60 years on this earth it’s the certainty in the statement: “This, too, shall
pass.” Unfortunately, living that mantra peacefully doesn’t always happen. Few people can remain calm during
life’s “this” moments to take a step back and see the bigger picture.

For example, it’s difficult to imagine that as a new parent caught up in the frenzy of constant diaper changes
and feedings, that “this”




