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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Ushers

5th & 12th Ron
Schill, Chuck
Morehead, Ben

Breum

19th & 26th An-
drew Lund, Mark
Reetz, Joel Car-
bone

Elders

5th Matt Perkovich
12th Brien
Lindstrom

19th Ron Schill
26th Dave Vetter

Fellowship

5th Walta
12th Jannsen
19th Mendes
26th Open

1
12:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

6:00pm—Soup &
Bread Supper

7:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

2

3

Pastor Off

Office Closed

4

8:00am—Men’s
Breakfast and
Bible Study

5

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

6
6:30pm—

Confirmation

7

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

6:30pm—Elders’
Meeting

7:30pm—Trustees
Meeting

8

12:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

7:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

10

Pastor Off

Office Closed

11

Spring Forward—
Daylight Savings

12

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

13

6:30pm—

Confirmation

14

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

15

12:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

7:00pm—Mid-
‘Week Lent Service

17

Pastor Off

Office Closed

19

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

12:00pm—-St.
Patty’s Potluck

20

6:30pm—

Confirmation

21

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

22

12:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

7:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

23

6:30pm—
Stewardship
Meeting

24

Pastor Off

Office Closed

26

9:30am—D.S. 1

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

27

6:30pm—

Confirmation

28

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

29
12:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

6:00pm—Chili
Cook-Off

7:00pm—Mid-
Week Lent Service

31

Pastor Off

Office Closed

Altar
Guild

Linda Howard &
Salina Young

Beautiful Savior
Lutheran Church

2306 Milton Way
Milton, WA 98354

Ofhce: 253.922.6977
Fax: 253.922.6977
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Rev. Sam Schuldheisz
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sschuldheisz@mybslc.com
253.218.4916 (office)

Melina Mantey
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Monday—Thursday
8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
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Lent and Repentance by Pastor Schuldheisz

"Repentance is no fun at all," observes
Lewis (Mere Christianity). It's like pray-
ing the third petition of the Lord's Prayer
- Thy will be done. Every time you pray
it you're praying against yourself. Repent-
ance works the same way. "Killing a part
of yourself, undergoing a kind of death,"
says Lewis. This is what Martin Luther
called the daily drowning of your old Ad-
am in your Baptism. The cross of Christ is
the most important one during Lent, and
yet, our Lord also places his cross on those
who follow him.

In Lent we hear Nathan's pronouncement
to David who had sinned: "You are the
man." Is this fun? No, not really. But
that's what we need. It's a bit like clean-
ing your house or your garage. It's not
fun. No one really wants to do it. But
once it's done you're glad you did it. It's
cathartic. Confession and Absolution, like
the other means of grace, is the workshop
of the Holy Spirit. Through repentance
and forgiveness of sins you are cleansed
daily. This is part of the Christian life.
C.S. Lewis observed this well in Mere
Christianity.

Christianity simply does not make sense
until you have faced the sort of facts |
have been describing. Christianity tells
people to repent and promises them for-
giveness. It therefore has nothing (as far as
I know) to say to people who do not
know they have done anything to repent
of and who do not feel that they need any
forgiveness. It is after you have realized
that there is a real Moral Law, and a Pow-
er behind the law, and that you have bro-

ken that law and put yourself wrong with
that Power - it is after all this, and not a
moment sooner, that Christianity begins
to talk. When you are sick, you will listen
to the doctor. When you have realized
that our position is nearly desperate you
will begin to understand what the Chris-
tians are talking about. They offer an ex-
planation of how we got into our present
state of both hating goodness and loving
it. They offer an explanation of how God
can be this Person. They tell you how the
demands of this law, which you and I
cannot meet, have been met on our be-
half; how God Himself becomes a man to

save man from the disapproval of
God. (Mere Christianity, Book I, ch. 5)

That is what causes angels in heaven to
rejoice: sinners being brought to repent-
ance. And yet repentance is never alone,
something Luke and Acts consistently
professes: repentance and the forgiveness
of sins. They go together. God’s work of
repentance leads to God’s work of for-
giveness. You can't have one without the
other. Just as you can't have Ash Wednes-
day without Good Friday and Easter Sun-
day...or Christ's death without his resur-
rection. In Christ we are brought back
from the dead - that's why Confession is
also known as a return to our Baptism.
Thus, in repentance...

He puts a little of His own love into us
and that is how we love one another.
When you teach a child writing, you hold
its hand while it forms the letters: that is,
it forms letters because you are forming
them, We love and reason because God
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loves and reasons and holds our hands while we do it. (Mere Christianity, Book II, ch. 4)

For as much as we need repentance, we need forgiveness even more. This is God's love for us in Lent (and all
year round). God's love in working repentance in you. God's love for you in the forgiveness of sins. Oh won-
drous Love, what have you done! The Father offers up His Son (Paul Gerhardt, LSB 438).

Christ our Lord brings us through death to life by His own life and death and resurrection. And as much as the
angels in heaven delight in repentant sinners, how much more then, does our heavenly Father rejoice in welcom-
ing forgiven sinners back into his arms. For it was the delight and joy of the Son to reconcile the world to the
Father through his blood shed on the cross.

What Is Christianity? By Pastor Schuldheisz

What is Christianity? There are as many answers to this question as there are people who ask. For some, Christi-
anity is about behavior: “Oh, that wasn’t a very Christian thing of me to say, was it?” Still for others it’s tied to
tradition or emotion: “I grew up in a Christian home but I still feel like I'm a spiritual person.” Finally, many
people view Christianity either as an intellectual force for good or a juvenile way of viewing the world.

To be sure, morals, emotions, and the intellect are important in Christianity. However, Christianity is-

n’t primarily about behavior, feelings, or the mind, but the God who suffered, bled, and died upon the cross for
my sins and the sins of the whole world. This is what the Christian author C.S. Lewis famously called “mere
Christianity.”

It’s like when people ask you what a recent movie you saw or book you read is about. You could likely sum up
your thoughts for them in a few sentences. And though the Bible may seem like a large collection of books, its
main point and overall theme can be summarized the same way.

1. ’m a sinner.
2. Sin results in death.

3. Jesus paid the penalty for my sin by his death on the cross and destroyed the power of death
by his resurrection.

4. Jesus gives me salvation as a pure gift, promising that by his death and resurrection he also has power over my

death.

5. I can be certain that I'm forgiven all sins — past, present, and future — because of Jesus” death and resurrection
on my behalf.

What is basic Christianity? I wouldn’t consult public opinion polls or Christianity for Dummies. Go to the
source, the Bible, which can be summarized in the five following verses.

1. Romans 3:23 - “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
2. Romans 6:23 — “The wages of sin is death.”
3. Romans 5:8 — “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

4. Ephesians 2:8-9 — “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

5.1 John 5:12-13 — “Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal

life.”

**It is about that time to be thinking about VBS again. We are looking at two different weeks in July
but first we would like to survey and see who is willing and available to help for which week. This will
determine which week we ultimately choose. We are considering the week of July 10 - 14 or the week of
July 17-21.Please find the sign-up sheets above the drinking fountain and sign up for which week works
best for you. Thank you in advance.**
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LCMS Stewardship—Lenten Discipline: Denying Thyself (lcms.org)

We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls to our attention the sufficiency of
A what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of God’s grace in the atoning work

le)t of Jesus. It shows us the sufficiency of faith in Jesus’ work for us. It makes
known the sufficiency of God’s Word in faith and life.
e But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts — the
gifts that pertain to our redemption and salvation. Lent also reminds us of the
~ OF 7 7 - sufficiency of the physical, temporal gifts of God which pertain to this body
Stewardship :

‘A1 and life. In other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly contentment
and of outward discipline and training of the body.

This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire of our flesh, but to learn to say no to
them. And it does this in such a way that if you fail, it is no sin. It is a way to practice without putting yourself
into a compromising situation.

Fasting is a good example of this outward training. When you fast, you are practicing saying no to the desires of
your body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you have not sinned. But you have learned something
about how your flesh works, how difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need help from above to disci-
pline the desires of your body.

Another example is almsgiving. An increase in giving to the church and its mission during Lent is also a form of
outward training. We all know that our flesh finds security in money and stuff. By committing to give more to
the church, you are training your flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training yourself to be content with
what God gives. You are practicing saying “no” to your desires. Again, if you fail, you have not sinned. But
you've learned just how powerful your flesh is — it leads you instead of you leading it. You've learned how you
need help from above in being content with what God gives.

This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way:

But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot
take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be con

tent. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.
It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with
many pangs. (1 Tim. 6:6-10)

Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this without sin by training our flesh this Lenten
season.
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While peanut butter isn’t specifically mentioned in the Bi-
ble, it clearly falls into Luther’s small catechism explanation
of what is meant by “Give us this day our daily bread.”

When you talk to food bank operators, peanut butter is one
of their most sought items, so once again this year the Stew-

ardship Team will be sponsoring a Peanut Butter Drive

through Lent.

We will have a bin in the Narthex starting on Ash Wednes-

day, and we ask you to join with us to remember those
' more needy than we are. All the food gathered will be tak-
~ # en to the Edgewood Nourish Food Bank at the end of Lent.

“i Blessings, The Stewardship Team

Preschool News by Kathy Heddlesten

March has snuck up on us while we weren’t paying attention, and it’s hard to wrap my mind around the fact
that there are only 3 more months of preschool. There never seems to be an end to what we still have to accom-
plish before the end of the school year.

During our weekly time with Pastor in God’s House this month, he will be teaching the children Bible stories
that will lead up to the Easter story with Jesus riding into Jerusalem, His crucifixion and death on the cross, and
ultimately His glorious Resurrection on Easter Sunday! Their Bible verse for this month is: “We love because
God first loved us” from 1 John 4:19.

There are some fun activities scheduled this month, and our focus will be on Spring things—weather, rainbows,
baby animals and life cycles. In keeping with this theme, the Tacoma Nature Center will be visiting our pre-
school, and the topic will be backyard birds. We were hoping to have more Spring-like weather for this topic,
but it doesn’t look like that’s going to happen. We also have an off-site field trip to the Milton library, where the
children will get a tour, have story time, possibly a scavenger hunt, and the opportunity to get their very own
library card if they don’t already have one. We'll be celebrating Dr. Seuss’ birthday early in the month. The kids
will wear red and white to honor Dr. Seuss and his contribution to the literary world with his unique stories and
storytelling. He has a fascinating history for anyone who is interested in reading about him. Later in the month
we'll celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, and wear our green. Rumor has it there will be a “Leprechaun Trap” some-
where in the building, and some green snacks to add to the festivities.

I’'m happy to report that in February, enrollment opened to our existing preschool families, and several have
signed up for next year! This month, we’ll open enrollment to the community at large. Now that Covid is most-
ly in the rear-view mirror, we’re prayerfully optimistic that we’ll once again meet our student quotas in both
classes next year. If you know someone who has preschool-aged children, and is considering placing them in a
preschool, please point them in our direction, and as always, please keep the preschool in your prayers.

Changing gears, we have a preschool family with a 4 year old and a 1.5 year old, looking for childcare. They
need someone for 16-20 hours per week on Tuesdays and Thursdays in their Edgewood home. Pay is negotia-
ble, and hours can be flexible. If you know someone who may be interested, please reach out to me.

Cathy’s Positive Thought
When you feel alone, and hope seems far away, remember Jesus Christ is holding you in the palm of His hand.
You may not feel Him, but if you call on Him, talk to Him, read His word, and with sincerity - trust Him; you
will know He’s got you! The Lord does not leave us, we leave him! Read John 10:27-30, Jesus said, “My Sheep
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no
one (did you read that) can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” Do you believe
what Jesus says? Trust God and let go of your worries, your hopelessness, and think only of Jesus. No matter

what happens, we are in good hands and He is good!

Bring Some Flowers!
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A Review of "God's Word: A Guide to Holy Scripture” by John Kleinig
by Chad Bird (Article excerpted from 1517.0rg)

When I finished this book, I loved the Bible, and the Bible’s author, even more. And I can’t imagine a better
endorsement than that.

About 30 years ago, when I was a young seminary student, an Old Testament professor from Australia visited
our campus to deliver a series of lectures. His theme? The connections between our worship today and that of
Israel, especially the worship described in Leviticus.

While there are many (far too many!) lectures from my seminary training that I have long since forgotten, these
remain fresh on my mind yet today. Indeed, like many experiences, I had no idea at the time that much of my
life’s work and study were being shaped by what was happening.

Unbeknownst to me, during those lectures, seeds were being sown that have since grown into trees that still
populate the intellectual orchard of my mind and soul, the fruits of which are seen in my own writing and
teaching.

That Australian professor was Dr. John Kleinig. And today, three decades later, I continue to be his student,
most recently by reading his delightful new book, God’s Word: A Guide to Holy Scripture (Lexham Press,
2022).

Like all the volumes in the Christian Essentials series, this one opens “up the meaning of the foundations of our
faith” (XII) by drawing upon the wisdom and insights of the communion of saints. The goal is not to say some-
thing novel, much less provocative, but rather to introduce (or, in some cases, reintroduce) readers to the gold-
en wisdom of the past—




