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Pentecost with C.S. Lewis by Pastor Schuldheisz

Several years ago, while reviewing the
third article of the Apostles’ Creed with
my confirmation class, I asked the cate-
chumens, “How would you describe the
Holy Spirit?” One young man thought
for a moment and replied, “He’s like the
bat-signal.”

I’ll admit at first I was a bit confused, but
curious. So I smiled, and asked him the
famous catechism question, “What do
you mean?”

“Well,” he explained, “The bat-signal is a
sign for help, to send help, and it points
to the one who comes to save the day.”

To be sure, all analogies break down at
some point, but as far as analogies go, this
young man was on the right track. The
Holy Spirit is indeed the Helper as Jesus
promised he would be. “I will ask the Fa-
ther, and he will give you another Helper,
to be with you forever, even the Spirit of
truth.” (John 14:16-17). The Holy Spirit
is another advocate, as some translations
put it. Not only that, the Holy Spirit is
sent to point the way to the one who
comes to save the day. The Holy Spirit
points us to Jesus who came, not as a
comic book superhero, but as Savior of
the cosmos, as your Savior from sin,

death, and the devil.

As the season of Easter comes to a close,
the church looks forward to celebrating
the Day of Pentecost, the day when the
Holy Spirit was poured out upon the dis-
ciples in Acts 2. Looking forward to Pen-
tecost Sunday, I thought back to that cat-
echism review on the Holy Spirit from

several years ago. That young man under-
stood something important about the
Scripture’s teaching on the person and
work of the Holy Spirit, that to approach
the mystery of what is unknown we can
begin with what is known. And thankful-
ly, our Lord makes himself known
throughout the Scriptures, not leaving us
guessing or groping in the dark.

In John 3, Jesus uses the imagery of hear-
ing the wind blow and knowing the wind
is present by its sound, just as the Spirit is
known by Jesus’ word and those who con-
fess and believe his word. In John 7, Jesus
spoke about the work of the Spirit with
the imagery of water, “Whoever believes
in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of
his heart will flow rivers of living water.””
Now this he said about the Spirit, whom
those who believed in him were to re-
ceive, for as yet the Spirit had not been
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
(John 7:38-39). In John 14, Jesus promis-
es the Holy Spirit using the language of a
courtroom defender, advocate, or counse-
lor - the Paraclete - or Helper, as it is of-
ten translated.

C.S. Lewis understood the language of
imagery and the gift of God’s imagination
in communicating Scripture’s teachings,
oftentimes some of the more mysterious
and challenging parts of Scripture, in
memorable and vivid ways.

A few highlights of Lewis’s work come to
mind as good examples. First, in the sec-
ond book of his Space Trilogy, Pere-

landra, Lewis’s main character Elwin Ran-
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som is on the planet Venus (Perelandra) and is engaged in a conversation with his nemesis from the previous
book, Dr. Weston. Weston spends a great deal of time trying to convince Ransom that he has changed for the
better by discovering a vague and shallow spirituality, which resembles something more like “the force” in Star
Wars than it does anything of real spiritual substance in the Christian faith. Indeed, as the conversation moves
along, the reader quickly discovers that what Dr. Weston takes for spirituality is nothing more than disguised
self-righteousness and veiled wickedness. Towards the beginning of their conversation, Ransom has this to say
about the Holy Spirit:

“You see, 'm a Christian. And what we mean by the Holy Ghost is not a blind inarticulate purposiveness...We
worship him because he is wise and good.” (C.S. Lewis, Perelandra. New York: MacMillan Publishing Co. Inc.,
1965. p. 91, 93).

According to Lewis, through his character Ransom, the Holy Spirit is not some kind of “force” which can be
manipulated or conjured by men, much less originating in man. Rather, the Holy Spirit is a person, to use the
language of the Creeds. The Holy Spirit is also personal, that is it leads, guides, and directs believers to wisdom
and goodness in Christ, not haphazardly, but with intent and purpose. The Holy Spirit leads and guides in truth
to Jesus who is the way, the truth, and the life. Ransom also confesses that the Holy Spirit is worshiped, which
reflects what Scripture teaches that we worship one God in three persons.

In more technical language, this is what Christians confess in the Athanasian Creed when we say, “And the cath-
olic faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the Persons,
nor dividing the Substance. For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy
Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one, the Glory equal, the Maj-

esty co-eternal. Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost.”

The work of the Holy Spirit can also be seen in Lewis’s other fictional work, the Chronicles of Narnia. Through-
out the series the parallels between Aslan and Jesus are far more clear and abundant than that of Lewis’s imagi-

nary world of Narnia and the person and work of the Holy Spirit. And yet there is one image that he uses several
times throughout the books that bears a striking similarity to the work of Jesus giving the Holy Spirit in John
20.

In John 20, you recall, Jesus meets his disciples in an upper room. It is one of several physical appearances of his
bodily resurrection from the dead. He shows them his hands, his side. He eats and drinks in their presence. He
speaks words of comfort, “Peace be with you.”

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” (John 20:21-23)

Lewis picks up on this connection between Jesus’ breath and the sending and giving of the Holy Spirit. In The
Lion, Witch, and the Wardrobe, Aslan meets Lucy and Susan after his resurrection. “Aslan stooped his golden
head and licked her forehead. The warmth of his breath and a rich sort of smell that seemed to hang about his
hair came all over her.” (C.S. Lewis The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe. New York: Harper Trophy,
2000, p. 162)

Not long after he appears to the girls, Aslan goes to the White Witch’s castle and approaches the statues of talk-
ing animals that she had turned to stone. In a scene reminiscent of Jesus’ breathing out the Holy Spirit to give
life and forgiveness to his disciples and his church, Aslan breathes on the statues and brings them back to life. In
The Magician’s Nephew, Aslan creates Narnia and gives the gift of speech to the talking animals by sending
forth his breath in word and song, just as the Holy Spirit is so often depicted in Scriptures as the breath or wind
of God that goes forth to give life.

Lastly, one of Lewis’s more detailed explanations of the Holy Spirit is found in Mere Christianity. One of the
great strengths of Mere Christianity is that it was originally written for 10-15 minute radio talks broadcasted on

2023 Graduates

Tyler Jeffrey Lueck
High School: Sumner High School
Date of Graduations: June 12th, 2023
Plans for fall: Attend Pierce Community College with plans to go on to University and pursue a degree
in education and become a teacher/coach and eventually Athletic Director.

Madisyn Young
Grand Canyon University
Degree In: BS Government Emphasis in Legal Studies
Parents: Terry & Selina Young

Rebekah Herrington
High School (Homeschooled) and has also just finished her freshman year at Green River Community

College.
Parents Mike & Deb Herrington .

Please keep in your prayers our College Students;

David Hedge attending Boise State University
Jackson Young attending Grand Canyon University

Both young men have just completed their freshman year.
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en given among men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:10-12)

The crucifixion was a blood atonement that was made for the sins of the world. “The blood of Jesus [God’s]
Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). It was a sacrifice “once for all,” says the writer of Hebrews. “He en-
tered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption” (Heb. 9:12). Jesus calls His death a “ransom” (Mark 10:45). The
New Testament often calls it a “redemption,” a purchase price, a buying back, the price of a slave’s freedom.
“The Crucified One” is a special grammatical construction. “Crucified” is in the perfect tense. It conveys that
an action in the past is accomplished but the results of that action continue. Christ was crucified once, but He
remains ever “the Crucified One.” Indeed, no resurrection, no Christianity. But note that after the resurrec-
tion, Christ presents Thomas His wounds and tells him to see and touch. Thomas responds: “My Lord and my
God!” (John 20:28; emphasis added). The Crucified One is alive.

The deed is done. “It is finished!” said Jesus before He died. Paul taught that this crucifixion, like Christ who
remains the Crucified One, puts this crucified reality right into believers’ lives. In Baptism, “I am crucified with
Christ.” I daily return to my baptismal crucifixion via repentance. Like Jesus, I live daily with the cross. “We
know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so
that we would no longer be enslaved to sin” (Rom. 6:6).

God answers our prayers, but He often answers them like He answered Paul: “My power is made perfect in
weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). Like Paul, we must learn to boast in weakness: “But far be it from me to boast except
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal.
6:14).

The very crosses I suffer in this life drive me to Jesus. I may look weak, but ’'m Christ’s. I shall follow Him into
death. Because I'm baptized, I shall follow Him into life eternal to await a blessed physical resurrection just like
His. Meanwhile, I live under the cross by faith and in joy. “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). That’s divine power and divine wisdom under the cross.

We preach Christ crucified, the power and wisdom of God.
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the BBC. Lewis was called upon to give these talks for his great ability to translate deep, mysterious, and com-
plicated theological topics in everyday language for the people to better understand the Christian faith, a task
which he excelled at.

In Book Four of Mere Christianity, Lewis begins to lay out some foundational thoughts on the doctrine of the
Trinity.

This third Person is called, in technical language, the Holy Ghost or the “spirit” of God. Do not be worried or
surprised if you find it (or Him) rather vague or more shadowy in your mind than the other two. I think there is
a reason why that must be so. In the Christian life you are not usually looking at Him. he is always acting
through you. If you think of the Father as something ‘out there’, in front of you, and of the Son as someone
standing at your side, helping you to pray, trying to turn you into another son, then you have to think of the
third Person as something inside you, or behind you. Perhaps some people might find it easier to begin with the
third Person and work backwards. God is love, and that love works through men - especially through the whole
community of Christians. But this spirit of love is, from all eternity, a love going on between the Father and the
Son. (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity. San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 2001, p. 175).

I remember a seminary professor once describing the Holy Spirit as the ‘shy’ member of the Holy Trinity. He
meant what Lewis meant in this quote from Mere Christianity. The Holy Spirit isn’t so much the one you look
at, as he is the one who turns you from looking at yourself and your sin to your Savior, Jesus. We see how this
works in the way the Holy Trinity works for us and our salvation. God the Father sends God the Son. God the
Son lives in perfect obedience to God the Father, takes on our sin and death, dies in our place, rises again. God
the Son promises to send God the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father and the Son. And God the Holy
Spirit returns justified sinners back to the Father through the Son.

That young catechumen had it right. The Holy Spirit is God and is sent by God to point you to the one who
comes to save the day. The Holy Spirit, the Helper, points you to Jesus, your advocate, who has come to save
the day for you and for all in his death and resurrection.

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with

you and will be in you.” (John 14:16-17)

Cathy’s Positive Thought (September 2022)
Do you believe that we have an almighty, awesome, all-knowing, omnipresent, compassionate God who loves
you? Who then do you fear? Man, or God? How is it that so many believers are afraid? Why is trusting God so
hard to do? It is not easy to trust and thank God in all circumstances. 1Thess5:18. Pray Continually! When Paul
wrote this he was in prison and surrounded by filth, rats running around, had little food and water, had been
beaten; and he said, “be joyful.” So then, don’t be afraid...” The saying, “My Faith is Stronger than my Fear,”
is something to ponder. Our Faith comes from the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus sent so we could know the Power of
God, the Awesomeness, the Glory, the Wisdom and share what Jesus has done for everyone. No, we will never
understand totally what God’s attributes entail until we see our Savior face to face, but do not take the faith
God has given you lightly. The power is Christ in you! Fear not, you’ve got Jesus! Amen!

o The Preschool Needs Staff
The preschool has a part-time position available for a teacher in our 3-
year-old class for the 2023-24 school year (8:30am-12pm Monday/
Wednesday), as well as an assistant for our Pre-K class (8:30am-12:30pm

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday). If interested, please contact Kathy
Heddlesten or Natasha Schuldheisz.




Sunday School News by Lisa Lindstrom

I¢’s hard to believe we are nearing the end of another Sunday School year. But as families find themselves

wrapped up in the busyness of year-end activities at school, we are also planning for the wrap-up of this year’s
regular Sunday School programming, which will end on June 11th. As the teachers have been preparing for the
final few lessons, I have been learning about the roles and responsibilities of the Sunday School Superintendent
position and settling into the rhythm of the Sunday School happenings each Sunday morning. Though I have
some very big shoes to fill, I am excited to take this active role in the administrative tasks of Sunday School and
look forward to working closely with the teachers as we plan for and develop the curriculum of the Sunday
School to provide effective teaching to our congregation’s children as they grow and mature in their faith. At
our former church, Messiah Lutheran Church in Seattle, WA I was a Sunday School teacher for a few different
grade levels and the Sunday School Superintendent for several years. I bring those years of experience into this
position and look forward to now supporting the work of the Sunday School at Beautiful Savior. We’ll continue
special traditions of years past and develop new ones, all with the goal of teaching the Good News of Jesus
Christ so that our children can be strengthened in their faith. Please include the Sunday School — me, the teach-
ers, and the students - in your prayers. We will continue to meet for Sunday School through the summer with
a different routine that meets the needs of varying attendance as many families are out of town throughout the
summer. We’'ll kick things off on June 18th as we dive into the Lutheran Hour Ministries Gospel Adventures
program “Celebrate India.” The children will be introduced to kids just like them living in India who carry
their faith with them through day-to-day life. We will reflect on the work of the Gospel in our lives and around
the world.

LCMS Stewardship—What Do You Want? (lcms.org)
One of the best-known and most-beloved psalms is Psalm 23, the “_
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