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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

12:00pm—
Christmas Decorat-
ing & Potluck

4
6:30pm—

Confirmation

5

6:30pm—Elders’
Meeting

7:00pm—Trustees
Meeting

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

6

12:00pm—Advent
Service

6:00pm—Youth
Sponsored Soup &
Bread Potluck

7:00pm—Advent
Service

7

8

Pastor Off

Office Closed

9

10 Quilt Display
9:30am—D.S. |
Children’s
Christmas Program
Christmas Cookie
Fest
10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s S.S.

11

6:30pm—
Confirmation

12

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

13
12:00pm—Advent
Service
1:00pm—Senior
Saints Luncheon
6:00pm—Soup &
Bread Potluck
7:00pm—Advent
Service

15

Pastor Off

Office Closed

17

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Adult
Bible Study &
Children’s Sunday
School

19

10:00am—Women’s
Bible Study

20

10:00am—
Preschool Christmas
Program

12:00pm—Advent

Service

7:00pm—Advent
Service

22

Pastor Off

Office Closed

24

9:30am—D.S. I

7:00pm—Lessons
and Carols

11:00pm—Divine
Service

25

10:00am—Divine
Service

27

Office Closed

31

9:30am—D.S. I

10:45am—Bible
Study & Children’s
Sunday School

Ushers

3rd Andrew L,
Mark R, Joel C
10th & 17 Steve
L, John S, Dave V
24th & 31st Ed
H, Bob K

Altar Guild

Trina & Natasha

Flowers
3rd Open
10th Christmas
Cookie Fest
17th Open
24th Open
31st Open

Elders

3rd Ron Schill
10th Brien
Lindstrom

17th Matt Perko-
vich

24th Ron Schill,
Dave Vetter

25th John Lee
31st Dave Vetter

Fellowship
3rd Open

10th Howard
17th Potthoff
24th Miller

31st Hartman

Acolytes
3rd Amelia V.
10th Andrew V.
17th Daniel V.
24th Emil &
Osteen A.
25th Jacob D.
31st Isaac L.
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Christmas with Creation by Pastor Schuldheisz

In this holy season of Advent, as Christ-
mas approaches, our hearts, minds, ears,
and eyes are drawn to the main characters
of the Christmas story: Zechariah and
Elizabeth, Joseph and Mary, the angel
Gabriel and the angel hosts; the shepherds
and the magi. And this is good. For each
of these people, in their own way, point
us to the holy child, Jesus, born for us.
But what of the rest of creation? After all,
St. Paul reminds us in Romans 8 that all
creation groans in eager expectation of
Christ’s second advent, even as we cele-
brate his first advent.

The famous Christmas hymn Joy to the
World declares that “heav’n and nature
sing” with joy at Jesus’ birth. What would
that sound like? Can you imagine Christ-
mas from creation’s point of view? If
heaven and nature sing, what is their song
at Advent and Christmas? If Christmas
trees could talk or sing like Ents in The
Lord of the Rings what would they have
to say?

Turns out, that God’s word gives us a few
sample tracks on creation’s Christmas
playlist. Psalm 98 invites the rivers to clap
their hands and the seas to roar with joy
before the Lord. Likewise, the prophet
Isaiah (55) announces that the mountains
and hills break forth in song while trees
and fields clap their hands before the Ho-
ly One of Israel. And what better way to
say all of this, than in a hymn of praise to
the Creator who became a creature to save
us and all creation.

In the spirit of the psalms and the proph-

ets, [ wrote this Christmas hymn with
creation and Christ’s incarnation in mind.
As we lament what sin has wrought in this
creation, we rejoice that in Bethlehem, in
the manger, in Jesus’ birth, the new crea-
tion has come.

The words are set to the tune known as
FOREST GREEN, an alternate tune for
O Little Town of Bethlehem, and another
Christmas hymn in Lutheran Service
Book, O Sing of Christ (hymn 362). In
addition to the Scripture passages men-
tioned above, consider reading and medi-
tating on the following passages: Genesis
3; Psalm 42; Psalm 98:4, 7-9; Isaiah 7:14;
Isaiah 9:2; Isaiah 55:12-13; Isaiah 60:1;
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2; John 1; Ro-
mans 8:22

O Heav'n and Earth Unite in Song
Tune: FOREST GREEN

O heav’n and earth unite in song, To hail
our Savior’s birth.

Let all creation join the throng Of endless
joy and mirth.

For Christ the Lord of earth and heav’n
Was born to set us free;

And unto us God’s Son is giv'n To end
our misery.

Creation groans under the weight Of sin,
and death, and hell.

Yet to His world consumed with hate
God sent Emmanuel.

As creature our Creator goes through

pains of childbirth,
True God of God, yet flesh He chose To

save His fallen earth.
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O heav’nly stars with glory bright Behold, your Light is here.
On those who dwelt in deepest night The glorious Son appears.
Begotten of the Father’s love Robed in humanity.

While sun and moon and stars above Gaze at the mystery.

The waters of the deep abyss That raged are now restored

All rivers clap their hands in bliss To greet the incarnate Lord
The seas He gathered into place Splash with exultant joy
Before the Lord, our King of grace This holy infant boy

The ground was cursed, and unto death, from dust to dust we go,
Until Christ gave his dying breath To crush our ancient foe.
Upon the mount of Calvary, God’s saving work is found.

The mountains echo joyfully with holy praise resound.

All creatures of the earth and skies Behold, the Lord of lords,
Their Master in a manger lies By heav’n and earth adored.
The Lamb of God in human frame Is born of Virgin mild.
The Lion of Judah none can tame Becomes a little child.

Upon a tree came Adam’s fall And Paradise was lost

Yet on a greater tree, for all, Christ Jesus paid the cost.

Today the forests and the field, Rejoicing, clap their palms;
And we with fruitful voices yield Our joyous Christmas psalms.

Lord, we with all creation yearn To see You face to face;
As deer for living water burn, So we long for Your grace.
Lord Jesus, quickly come, we pray, To rescue us who roam
As pilgrims waiting endless day In our eternal home.

With heav’n and earth today we sing Of gladsome tidings true
In Bethlehem a newborn King Is given unto you.

Praise to the Father, Spirit, Son, O blessed Trinity,

Your new creation now begun In Christ’s nativity.
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December 10th | Join us at the start of service

Advent Devotionals—What Child is This? : +

In Jesus’ birth, God came down to earth for us. In What Child Is This? we
see how Jesus, foretold by the prophets and confirmed by God as His own hat
Beloved Son, is the Father’s ancient promise fulfilled. Born to save us from

our sins, this lowly Child triumphed over sin and death to become our Sav- ‘”\h—{% -
. | 5 N
1or Ay & 8

Daily Devotions from LHM will help strengthen and encourage your faith as
you do the same for others. Have them delivered right to your inbox, podcast
the audio devotional, access them on your mobile device through the FREE app, or listen with Spotify, iHeart
Radio, Alexa, or Google Home. Seasonal Devotions for Advent and Lent are available here in

both English and Spanish. Perfect for personal reflection or to share with family, friends and congregations,

Learn more at LHM.ORG/ADVENT. \¥ ?_EY‘OI]ONS

these seasonal meditations will help prepare you to celebrate the true meaning of these seasons.

BRING YOUR SWEETTOOTI™ANDAYOURSAPPETITE!

THERE IS A SIGN-UP SHELT OUT BY THE DRINKING FOUNTAIN,

Youth Toy Drive

The youth will once again be collecting toys for chil-
dren ages birth to 5 years old for Christmas. These
donations will be going to Care-Net. Last year was a
great success and they were so appreciative of our
congregation helping them out with gifts. There will
be a box in the narthex to put them. We will be col-
lecting through Sunday, December 17th. If you have

any questions, please contact Linda Howard.

(Lessons & Carols), 11:00pm (Divine Service)
Christmas Day | 10:00am

MID-WEEK
SErVICES

December 6th
Genesis 3:1-21

December 13th
Genesis 37:1-11

December 20th
Jonah 3:1-10

12PM & TPM

Youth Sponsored Soup & Bread

Potluck

The youth is hosting a soup supper be-
fore Advent services on Wednesday,
December 6th. We will start serving at
6pm. There will be a free-will offering
to go towards their trip to Higher
Things Conference this summer in
Portland.

hristmas Service Scl

Christmas Eve | 9:30am




cross offers deliverance to the faithful.

The Gospel panel on the right contains an angel. He is sometimes coming to Mary to announce the birth of her
child Jesus and sometimes descending to the shepherds, also to announce the Savior’s birth. The dramatic resur-
rection of Christ towers over His hanging on the cross as the commanding conclusion of the eye’s moving
across the illustration. The lamb has devil and death underfoot, and the condemnation of the Law has disap-
peared. John the Baptist stands in for contemporary preachers of the Gospel, pointing the sinner to the crucified
and risen Lord.

The texts of Cranach’s “Law and Gospel” panels

Pictures are, of course, not worth a thousand words, for interpreting what we see depends on what we have
stored away in our mental programming. In the case of God’s engagement with His human creatures through-
out history, the Creator addresses us with words. What He has said lays the basis for how we understand and
interpret what we see. Depictions have the potential of conveying multiple and sometimes contradictory im-
pressions. Therefore, Cranach accompanied his portrayal of sinners and their deliverance from sin and death
with Bible verses.

In some renderings of the motif, the words of Romans 1:18 proclaim, “the wrath of God is revealed from heav-
en against all ungodliness and human wickedness” above the left panel. The Gospel panel’s message is summa-
rized with the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14, “the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive
and bear a son.”

In three frames under the left panel, Bible verses explain or apply elements in the panel. The first, on God’s
judgment, cites Romans 1:18: “God’s wrath is revealed from heaven over all those who live godlessly and un-
righteously,” and Romans 3:23 and 27, “we are all sinners and fall short of the standing that they are to have
before God, so that we are not able to boast before God.” The second frame explains “the devil and death” with
1 Corinthians 15:56: “sin is the spear of death, the power of sin is the law,” and Romans 4:15, “the law delivers
wrath.” “On Moses and the Prophets,” the third frame, reminds viewers, with Romans 3:20, that “through the
law comes the knowledge of sin,” and Matthew 11:13, “the law and the prophets are valid up to the time of

John.”

The explanation of the right panel begins with comment on the human being: “the righteous live by his

faith” (Rom. 1:17) and “We hold that a person is righteous through without the works of the law” (Rom. 3:28).
“On the Baptizer” reminded readers of John’s proclamation, “Behold, that is God’s Lamb that takes away the
sin of the world,” (John 1:29). Also quoted is 1 Peter 1:2, which addresses those who are elect “in the sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.”

The final frame on “Death and the Lamb” reminds readers that “death is swallowed up in victory. Death, where
is your spear? Hell, where is your victory?” (1 Cor. 15:54-55).

The Wittenberg reformers created and composed the many tools for spreading the Gospel of justification by
faith alone. Cranach’s illustration of the central concepts that bring people of all ages to repentance and to faith
in the crucified and risen Christ, Jesus the Savior, stands as a monument to his theological insight and aptitude.
His witness joins the proclamation we find in the writings of Luther, Melanchthon and their theologian col-
leagues, calling sinners still in the twenty-first century to the cross and empty tomb of our Lord and Deliverer,
Jesus Christ.

[1] Many conversations on Scripture and on daily life formed a firm friendship between Cranach and Luther. When Cranach and his
wife received word of the death of their oldest son while he was studying artistic technique in Italy, Luther sped to their home to give
them comfort.

[2] In addition to creating altar pieces and woodcuts for Luther’s catechisms and Bible translation, Cranach’s business savvy aided
other printers in developing Luther’s “brand.” Cranach designed a title page with several innovations — attractive frames or illustra-
tions alongside the name of the author and the place of publication, Wittenberg — that caught the eye and thus the customer, increas-
ing the sales of Luther’s printed works. (See Andrew Pettigree, Brand Luther: 1517, Printing, and the Making of the Refor-

mation [New York: Penguin, 2015]).

Sunday School Superintendent Update by Lisa Lindstrom
\ The Sunday School children and youth have been busy preparing for their annual
Christmas program, which will take place this year on Sunday, December 10 at
the beginning of our service time at 9:30am. We hope that you will join us as we
consider the theme “What Child is This?” through Bible readings and poems and
% the singing of the beloved hymn. The Sunday School Christmas program is always
o/ a wonderful way for the children and youth to participate in our worship during
the Advent season as we prepare our hearts for the coming of the Christ Child.

BAPTIZED , . .
INTO In Sunday School this fall, we have renewed a tradition of recognizing and cele-
CHRIST brating each child’s baptism birthday during the Sunday School opening. A spe-
cial banner was made by Bonnie Hartman to help us with this, and we are able to
Jack personalize the banner with each child’s name on the Sunday nearest the date of
_________ their baptism. We sing a song to remind us all of the wonderful benefits of bap-

i tism:
“I was baptized, happy day! All my sins were washed away. God looked down on me and smiled. I became His
own dear child.”

It has been a joy to have this small remembrance of the BIG blessings we’ve been given through our baptisms.

FCllOWShip News by Cheryl Diekmann

On September 8th we kicked off our annual Rally Day event, which ushers in the new Sunday School year. We
served ham and swiss cheese sliders, and many side dishes to go along with them. Close to 75 members attend-
ed. Thank you to all of the cooks.

In October we hosted our annual Pumpkin Pie Fest, and also welcomed our newest members. We had an abun-
dance of delicious homemade whipped cream to go along with all of those amazing desserts. A big thank you to
all you who baked those yummy desserts!!!

On November 19th, we had our annual Thanksgiving Potluck with almost 75 members attending. Geno pro-
vided two 22-pound turkeys. A big thank you to Geno and Lynn for providing the turkeys and a big thank you
to Ron Schill and Todd Waetzig for cooking them. Thank you to all the many bakers and cooks that contribut-
ed the wonderful side dishes that made this an amazing Thanksgiving potluck.

Mark your calendar for December 3rd. After Sunday School we will have a soup and bread fellowship meal,
followed by decorating the church for Advent and Christmas. Everyone is welcomed and encouraged to come
and be a part of this—it takes many helpers to get this done.

December 10th the children will have their Christmas program during the Divine Service. Fellowship will have
their annual Christmas Cookie Fest on that day as we celebrate the coming of Our Lord and Savior.

We will also be doing a Soup & Bread Potluck before the Advent Service on December 13th. There is a sign-up
sheet in the hallway by the drinking fountain.

Fellowship is planning a baby shower for Melina Mantey, our church administrator, for some time in January.

The date is TBA.

Senior Saints Prepare for Christmas!

BSLC seniors and friends are invited to join us on December 13th for the Christmas gather-
ing! Our afternoon will begin with the 12:00 Advent service. Immediately following the service,
we will enjoy a holiday meal; ham will be provided. Please bring a side dish of your choice; no
sign-up is needed. Fun and fellowship will follow! Please bring a wrapped gift ($5.00 or less)

for a special activity.
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LCMS Stewardship—The Measure of our Generosity (lcms.org)

If you open up the Small Catechism, you’ll find a shortened version of the Third Commandment: “Remember
the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” But if you look up the list of the Ten Commandments in Exodus, you’ll
find the full version:

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day

is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your
male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. (Ex. 20:8-11)

Why did Luther shorten this commandment for the Small Catechism? Was it so that the kids wouldn’t have so
much to memorize? No, it was because Luther knew that all the details of the Third Commandment were part
of the “shadow” of the Old Testament (Col. 2:16). Or as St. Paul puts it, there is “letter” in the Old Testament
law and “spirit” (2 Cor. 3:6). The details of not working on Saturday were fulfilled by Christ. That part of the
Sabbath regulation no longer applies. But the spirit of the law does remain: We need to dedicate sufficient time
each week to hearing God’s Word and giving it honor and respect. Or as Luther sums it up in the Small Cate-
chism’s explanation to the Third Commandment: “We should fear and love God so that we do not despise
preaching and His Word but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.”

The same sort of analysis applies to our giving. In the Old Testament, God commanded the Israelites to give a
tenth of their income to the Levites so that those men could dedicate their lives to serving in God’s house,
teaching the people, conducting worship, etc. In the New Testament, there is a rigid requirement listed about
handing in your tax forms to church to make sure you've given enough. But the mandate to have a full-time
ministry, which is the spirit of that law concerning tithing to the Levites, is right there in 1 Corinthians 9:14:
“The Lord has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should make their living from the Gospel.”

The New Testament church’s job is significantly larger than the job of Old Testament Israel. We are command-
ed to preach the Gospel to all nations. There was only the temple to maintain in the Old Testament, but we
have churches, schools, universities and seminaries, plus missionaries everywhere. So you tell me: Can we really
undertake the work of the ministry if our giving doesn’t even measure up to Old Testament levels of generosity?

Preschool News by Kathy Heddlesten
Blessings to you all during this holiday season! Now that Thanksgiving is behind us, our minds turn quickly to
Christmas. Is it just me, or do Christmas items seem to show up on store shelves earlier and earlier each year?

It's an exciting time for the preschool children, and their imaginations will be filled with Santa Claus, bright
lights, and beautifully wrapped gifts under a twinkling Christmas tree. Despite all the excitement, we still have
some things to accomplish in the next few weeks. Our regular December curriculum and winter-related topics
will continue, but more importantly, the children will be learning about the very first Christmas, when God
sent His only Son, Jesus, into the world to stand in our stead as the ultimate sacrifice, so we can spend eternity

with Him in Heaven.

We're praying that any inclement weather will hold off until after our Christmas program, which is scheduled
for Wedncsey, Decernber 20

God’




