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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church is a traditional Lutheran
Melina Mantey Church, faithful to God’s Word and His Sacraments. We
Office Manager equip God’s people to serve, love, and encourage one

mmantey@mybslc.com another as we grow in our personal relationship with Christ.
(253) 922-6977 We reach out to the community as beacons of light, sharing

the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Savior.
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
DECEMBER 17, 2023

The Coming of the Christ Brings True Rejoicing in His Forgiveness

When he preaches repentance, John the Baptist points us to Christ Jesus. John
was sent by God “as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might
believe through him” (John 1:7). He baptizes with water in order to “make
straight the way of the Lord,” who shall redeem His people from their sins
(John 1:23). That Lord Jesus “who comes after” John now stands among us and
makes Himself known to us (John 1:26-27). He has been anointed by the Holy
Spirit “to bring good news to the poor” and “to bind up the brokenhearted”
(Is. 61:1). By the washing of the water with His Word and Spirit, He clothes His
Church with “the garments of salvation” and adorns her with His own
righteousness “as a bride adorns herself with her jewels” (Is. 61:10).
Therefore, we “rejoice always” in the Lord, “pray without ceasing” and “give
thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thess. 5:16-18). For “the God of peace,” who
has called you by the Gospel, will surely “sanctify you completely,” so that
“your whole spirit and soul and body” will “be kept blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23-24).

PLEASE NOTE - Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church offers assisted listening
devices for our members and guests this morning. If you would like to use one,
please speak with an usher.

Guest Book: If you are a visitor, welcome! Please sign our guest book on the
cabinet below the tract display in the entryway. Thank you!

Flowers are placed this morning to the Glory of God by Paul Wolf in
celebration of Thelma’s birthday on December 15t.

SERVING AMONG US TODAY
The Organist: LeEtta Luce
The Elder: Matt Perkovich
The Ushers: Steve Loy, John Schulz, Dave Vetter
The Acolyte: Daniel Vetter
Altar Guild: Natasha & Trina
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If you are unable to, or have trouble standing, please feel free to remain seated at the times we stand.

GREETINGS
OPENINGHYMN . ................... “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB #349

SERVICE OF THE WORD

(Please stand)

INTROIT - Ps. 85:8-9, 12-13; antiphon: Ps. 85:7
I * —

re— ] ]

i#ﬂjjj:‘:n:‘i—.tﬂ

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*

and grant us your sal- | vation.

Let me hear what God the | Lorp will speak,*

for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn
back to | folly.

Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.

Yes, the LorD will give | what is good,*

and our land will yield its | increase.

Righteousness will go be- | fore him*

and make his foot- | steps a way.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*

and grant us your sal- | vation.

(Please stand)
KYRIE . .. & ittt it ittt ii ittt eesonsanennnenns page 152



COLLECT OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to
lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

"The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of
our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to
give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be
called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be
glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations. 8For | the LORD love justice; | hate robbery and wrong; | will
faithfully give them their recompense, and | will make an everlasting covenant
with them. °Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their
descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge
them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. "0 will greatly rejoice in
the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. "'For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will
cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL - Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt.
n * —
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Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*

Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*

righteous and having sal- | vation.

Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless you.

EPISTLE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

5Rejoice always, '"pray without ceasing, '®give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. '®Do not quench the Spirit. 2°Do
not despise prophecies, ?'but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain
from every form of evil.

ZNow may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 2*He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

ALLELUIAAND VERSE . . . . . . oo i e i i page 156

HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15t chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 2°He confessed, and did not deny,
but confessed, “l am not the Christ.” 2'And they asked him, “What then? Are
you Elijah?” He said, “l am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered,
“No.” 2250 they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 22He said, “l am the voice of one
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crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the
prophet Isaiah said.”

24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 2°They asked him, “Then why
are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do
not know, Z’even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal | am not
worthy to untie.” ZThese things took place in Bethany across the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMONHYMN.......... “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” LSB #345
SERMON.................. “Can | Get a Witness?” (John 1:6-8, 19-28)
NICENE CREED . . . ...ttt ittt eeeeennnnnnnnnns page 160

(Please stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P: Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer

(Please be seated)

OFFERING

(Please stand)

OFFERTORY . & v o e et et et e e e e e e e e e e et page 159
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

This morning we celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar, a feast of forgiveness in which we
partake of the true body and blood of Christ along with the visible elements of bread and
wine. The Bible gives specific instructions about the Lord’s Supper. As it can be received to
one’s spiritual blessing or to one’s spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), the Lord’s Table
must be approached with sincere faith and a Biblical understanding. That’s why all who are
new to the Lutheran faith are instructed about this sacred meal before attending the Lord’s
Supper. Moreover, this Sacrament is also a testimony of our oneness in what we believe (1
Corinthians 10:17). All guests who wish to receive the Sacrament are asked to speak with
Pastor Schuldheisz or the Elder of the Day before the service.
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(If unable to kneel, please remain standing. If you take the individual cup please wait for the
pastor with the common cup to say, “Take, drink,” before drinking.)

(Please stand)

ORDEROF HOLY COMMUNION . . . .. .. ittt ittt ettt e e page 160
(Please be seated)

DISTRIBUTIONHYMNS . . . ... ... it i i e e LSB #’s 357, 619, 620
(Please stand)

THANKTHELORD ... ... ... ittt et e e eenennnn page 164
POST COMMUNION COLLECT & BENEDICTION . . . ... .......... page 166
CLOSINGHYMN................ “Once He Came in Blessing” LSB #333

Acknowledgments - Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture
quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia
Publishing House.



THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 17, 2023

9:30 a.m. - D.S. |

SUNDAY 10:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study & Children’s Sunday School
MONDAY
TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. - Women'’s Bible Study

12:00 p.m. - Advent Service
WEDNESDAY 7:00 p.m. - Advent Service
THURSDAY

Office Closed
FRIDAY 11:00 a.m. - Youth Christmas Party
SATURDAY

12/24 Christmas Eve Services at 7pm & 11pm
UPCOMING 12/25 Chrlstmgs Day Service at 10am
EVENTS 12/25-1/1 Office Closed

1/9 Trustees Meeting @6:30pm

1/20 Melina Mantey Baby Shower @2pm

OFFERING AND ATTENDANCE FOR:
December 10, 2023

OFFERING: $ ATTENDANCE CHURCH SERVICE: 129
SPECIAL: $ ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: 49

PRESCHOOL: $

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL: 19

SUNDAY SCHOOL: $

TOTAL DEPOSIT: $

ELDER ASSIGNMENTS

ELDER ASSIGNMENTS
Ron Schill (253-293-8176) Allison - Davis
Brien Lindstrom (206-300-8955) DelLaPaz - Hunsberger
Matt Perkovich (253-840-1863) Ireland - Lund
John Lee (253-653-0388) Lundin - Riveness
David Vetter (253-240-7289) Roland - Young




EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY - JOIN US!
e Women’s Bible Study - Join us on Tuesday at 10:00am! Our current study is on
Resurrection.
e Men’s Bible Study - First Saturday of the month, 8-9am in the fellowship hall. We will
be studying Proverbs. We are on hiatus through Advent, but will resume in January.
e Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class - “Jesus Said What?” Difficult sayings of Jesus.

CONGREGATIONAL

¢ New address directories for 2024 have been put in your boxes in the Narthex.

e The Altar Guild ladies are looking for a few more helpers for 2024. Please
prayerfully consider joining us in serving BSLC in this role. The commitment is only
2 months a year with some extra help needed during Holy Week. We would love to
have you join us!! Please reach out to Trina Foreman (253-380-8221) if you would
like to join or just have further questions. Thank you.

¢ Advent Devotionals are available out in the Narthex.

FELLOWSHIP

e We will be having a baby shower for our Office Manager, Melina Mantey, and her
husband on January 20t at 2:00pm here at the church. Everyone is welcome to
come! Please sign-up if you know you are coming, but feel free to come even if you
don’t sign-up.

YOUTH

e The Higher Things youth conference is coming back to the NW next summer, July
23-26 at Lewis and Clark college just south of Portland. Higher Things is a RSO
(registered service organization) in the LCMS and they provide Lutheran teaching,
content and conferences for Lutheran youth. We are excited to be taking a group of
youth and adults from our congregation to the conference this next summer. We have a
number of families already interested and planning on registering. If you are
interested or know someone who is interested in going to the higher things
Lutheran youth conference next summer please let pastor Schuldheisz or Brien
Lindstrom know. We hope to be registering everyone before Christmas. If you are
interested in going please let pastor or Brien know before Monday December 18th.
Thank you!

¢ A youth Christmas Party is being planned for Friday December 22" from 11am -
1pm. Lunch will be provided, and the youth will have craft activities for them to
keep and card making to do for the residents at The Cottage in Edgewood. Parents
are welcome to drop off their children to have a few hours for last minute shopping.
Please sign up to give us an idea to know how many to prepare for. Questions?
Please contact Linda Howard.

e The youth will once again be collecting toys for children ages Birth to 5 years old
for Christmas. These donations will be going to Care-Net. Last year was a great
success and they were so appreciative of our congregation helping them out with
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gifts. There will be a box in the narthex to put them. We will be collecting through
Sunday, December 17th. If you have any questions, please contact Linda Howard.

Thank you for your November Mite Donations! The total was $45.16.
Mite change can be brought anytime and put into the Big Mite Box in the Narthex.

LUTHERAN RESOURCES

LOOKING FORWARD TO SUNDAY MORNING... You can listen to weekly studies of the
Biblical texts, prayers and hymns of the day. Pastor Sean Daenzer of LCMS Worship
leads us through the three-year lectionary. Pastor Will Weedon of “The Word of the
Lord Endures Forever” leads us through the one-year lectionary. You can listen at your
convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.
Thoughts on Stewardship - 2 Peter 3:11 - “Since all these things are thus to be
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness?” All
the things of the earth have an expiration date: “Good until the last day.” On that day,
all these things will be dissolved. The things that seem so important now will simply
cease to be. Peter issues this to us as a challenge: Since this is so, what kind of life
should we be living? What should your priorities be? On things? Or on the things of God?

IN OUR PRAYERS

CANCER

Jeff Horne (K. Kramp) - cancer has returned

Joe Kelly (K. Kramp brother-in-law) - cancer has returned

Kyra (L. Lindstrom) - diagnosed with brain tumor

John Porter (B. Nettnin brother) - recently diagnosed with cancer of the ear
Chuck Lundin (member) - now under hospice care

Tami Wyatt (K. Gulbranson) - battling ovarian cancer and infection; upcoming
treatments

Veronica (Mendes) - newly diagnosed with breast cancer

Doug Pittelko (M. Mantey uncle) - running out of treatment options after a 16-year
battle with prostate cancer; prayers also for his two young kids as he is the only
reliable parent

John (Westmark) - diagnosed with acute leukemia

Leniece R. (L. Howard cousin) - cancer has returned after 13 years, now in the spine
Shanna Davis (Young) - battling cancer

Brett Nirider (Schuldheisz) - recently diagnosed with B-cell lymphoma, and will be
starting treatment soon

Mike Ramsey (brother of C. Ramsey) - diagnosis of pancreatic cancer, which has spread
to other organs

Keela (M. Gulbranson) - recent breast cancer diagnosis

David Pittelko (M. Mantey uncle) - continuing treatment for pancreatic cancer
Angela Firman (Jannsen) - stage 4 breast cancer

Ron Schill (member) - prostate cancer
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¢ Bishop Bielec (Boyer son-in-law) - is home and continuing treatment for infections and
lymphoma leukemia
e Don Schill (R. Schill brother) - diagnosed with bladder cancer
e John Bratek (M. McNally brother) - diagnosed with liver cancer
SICK & HEALING
¢ Natalie Walta (member) - recovering from a stroke on 12/13
e Mike (Howard family friend) - recently diagnosed with ALS
e Sharon Royne (M. Remick daughter) - recovering from surgery
¢ Ronald Gulbranson (M. Gulbranson dad) - going on hospice with heart issues
e Virginia Lindstrom (B. Lindstrom mom) - recovering from spinal surgery on 11/28
STRENGTH & GUIDANCE
e Louise Dunn (member) - family matters
THANKSGIVING & PRAISE
o Diane Tiefel (member) - prayers of thanks for safe labor and delivery, and healthy
baby Iris Diane, born to Barbara and Logan Tiefel
e Emil Augustine (member) - safe return from Africa; brother still in hospital but doing
better
e Cindy Linnemann (wife of Pres. Paul Linnemann) - cancer is in remission
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
e David & Christine Kreg - December 17t
e James & Julie Christensen - December 19t
e Kevin & Michelle Allen - December 20t

SHUT-IN MEMBERS

Ken Giese Marilyn Bauer Judy Rittierodt
Carol Myers

MEN & WOMEN SERVING OUR COUNTRY
US ARMY US AIR FORCE

e Daniel Duncan e Curtis Sinewe, Pilot
e Gerad Nelson (Lee) Special Forces e Michael Broch, Major (Hunsberger)
e Jimmy Soto (De La Paz) e David Brumbaugh, 15t Lt.
e Ryan Struss o Robert Paz, Col. (DeLaPaz)
e Conor Curry e Casi Soto (DelLaPaz)
e Sean Sobus (Smith) e Sean Wilson, Captain (member)
» Douglas Smith, SSG US NAVY
e Aaron Spratt e Logan Tiefel (member)
US MARINES o Alex Klein (Schill)

e Chaplain Mario Ancira, Lt.

For prayer requests, please contact Linda Howard (253.927.9602) or Kathy Heddlesten
(253.691.8292), and the BSLC Prayer Chain will be activated.
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