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J.R.R. Tolkien was a man of many words. 
Out of words he created worlds. And out of 
words he also formed new words. Out of all 
the words Tolkien wrote, my favorite word 
he wrote is a word he invented. Eucatastro-
phe. 
 
It derives from the Greek words, ‘eu’ for 
‘good’, and ‘katastrophe’ for destruction. 
Eucatastrophe is the collision of grief and 
joy. It is the sudden and joyous turn of the 
story. That moment just when it looks like all 
is lost, hope is gone, and suddenly there is 
rescue. It is a good catastrophe, the sudden 
turn of events that you never saw coming, 
never would have expected, and never de-
served. In a word, grace. 
 
Not surprising, Tolkien’s eucatastrophe is 
found all over his writings. And according to 
Tolkien, it was one of the necessary ele-
ments in good faerie stories. In a world full 
of doubt, despair, hopelessness, guilt, 
shame, sin, and death, Tolkien recognized 
that we long for, and need, a true happy 
ending. We need a Eucatastrophe which 
swallows up all catastrophes that fill our 
eyes, ears, and minds. To be sure, Tolkien 
found an answer to this in the Eucatastro-
phe of a good story. But above all, he found 
it in the greatest story of all: the one true 
story of Eucatastrophe, the good news of 
Jesus crucified and risen.  
 
In his essay On Fairy Stories, Tolkien 
writes, “The Birth of Christ is the eucatastro-
phe of Man's history. The Resurrection is 
the eucatastrophe of the story of the Incar-
nation. This story begins and ends in joy. It 
has pre-eminently the “inner consistency of 
reality.” There is no tale ever told that men 
would rather find was true, and none which 
so many skeptical men have accepted as 
true on its own merits.” (J.R.R. Tolkien, On 
Fairy Stories) 
 
Following Tolkien’s hermeneutic of eucatas-
trophe we see this sudden joyous turn, this 
undoing of wrong, and restoration, consola-
tion, and unexpected salvation all over the 
place in God’s Word. The Scripture is full of 

God’s great work of Eucatastrophe.  
 
Zacchaeus witnessed a eucatastrophe 
when Jesus said, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, since he also is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:9-10) 
Paul preached the eucatastrophe when he 
wrote, “For there is no distinction: for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Je-
sus (Romans 3:23-24). 
 
Noah and his family were on board a float-
ing eucatastrophe while it rained 40 days 
and 40 nights. Abraham and Isaac wit-
nessed a eucatastrophe when the Lord pro-
vided a ram in the thicket. Jonah found him-
self engulfed and expelled in a eucatastro-
phe as he journeyed in and out of the belly 
of the fish.  
 
One of the other places in Scripture where 
we see God’s gracious work of Eucatastro-
phe appear time and again is in the Psalms. 
As I read and reread the Psalms, I notice 
this constant theme: in our catastrophes - 
whatever they may be, however large or 
small they are - we cry out for rescue, deliv-
erance, and save us. And then God works 
his great deliverance, rescue, and salvation. 
When all is hopeless, dark, and we’re lost in 
catastrophe, the Lord works a eucatastro-
phe.  
 
Save me, O God! 
    For the waters have come up to my 
neck. 
I sink in deep mire, 
    where there is no foothold; 
I have come into deep waters, 
    and the flood sweeps over me. 
I am weary with my crying out; 
    my throat is parched. 
My eyes grow dim 
    with waiting for my God. (Psalm 69:1-
3) 
                                                   (Continued on page 2) 
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Make haste, O God, to deliver me! 
    O Lord, make haste to help me! (Psalm 70:1) 
 
In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame!  
In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
    incline your ear to me, and save me! (Psalm 71:1-2) 
 
These are just a few psalms of the Eucatastrophe. There are many, many more. After all, our Lord Jesus says that all 
the Psalms, Prophets, and books of Moses are about the great Eucatastrophe of his dying and rising for you.  
 
With the psalmist and the psalms on our lips, we cry out for eucatastrophe. We pray to the Lord for rescue, deliverance, 
and salvation. And he does. Undeservedly. Unexpectedly. Graciously. Abundantly. The Lord, the Lord, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. The Lord, the Lord abounding and excelling in eucatastrophe.  
 
He sent from on high, he took me; 
    he drew me out of many waters. 
He rescued me from my strong enemy 
    and from those who hated me, 
    for they were too mighty for me. 
They confronted me in the day of my calamity, 
    but the Lord was my support. 
He brought me out into a broad place; 
    he rescued me, because he delighted in me. (Psalm 17-19 
 
When we sing, pray, and read the psalms, the same Lord Jesus who gave us these words to pray, promises to hear 
and answers our prayer in his good and gracious will. In his word and by his promise he delivers us by the eucatastro-
phe of his death and resurrection. When our constant refrain is help, save, rescue, deliver, our Lord sings a blessed 
chorus of rescuing, redeeming love.  
 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
    to my God I cried for help. 
From his temple he heard my voice, 
    and my cry to him reached his ears. (Psalm 18:6) 
 
In the midst of our own catastrophes, Jesus fills you with the eucatastrophe of his dying and rising. Like Noah, Jesus 
saves us through the water and brings us into his new creation. Like Isaac, the Lamb of God is caught in the thicket of 
our iniquity to save us from death. And like David prays in Psalm 23, Jesus the Good Shepherd prepares a table, where 
the fruit of his eucatastrophe on the cross is given to us in the Eucharist.  
 
In the Psalms we are reminded again and again, not only that we need eucatastrophe, but that our Lord works his gra-
cious eucatastrophe to us in Jesus, who delivers, rescues, and saves again and again.  
 
Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    prisoners in affliction and in irons, 
for they had rebelled against the words of God, 
    and spurned the counsel of the Most High. 
So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor; 
    they fell down, with none to help. 
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
    and he delivered them from their distress. 
He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 
    and burst their bonds apart. 
Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 
    for his wondrous works to the children of man! (Psalm 107:11-15) 

                                June Birthdays  
  1   Kyle Finnegan  17   Amelia Vetter                   

  5   Carter DeWitt   17   Andrew Vetter 

  7   Peggie Lundin  18   Bill Zolzow 

  10   Joel Hibbard  18   Jim Mendez 

  11   Pat Allison   19   David Vetter 

  11   Colton Lueck   20   Louis Dunn 

  11   Theodore Perkovich 21   Tracy Meland 

  12   Karen Kramp  26   Rev. Arnold Walta 

  12   Jennifer McQuilken 26   Jim Blokzyl 

  12   Zoe Schuldheisz  26   Penelope Hepola 

  14   Marshall Pelissier  27   Michael Davis 

  15   Catie Ramsey  28   Hannah Duncan  

  16   Jennifer Marten 

          Anniversaries 
           6/2   David & Nodira Vetter        6/3   Terry & Sue Lueck 

                      Baptismal Birthdays 

  1   Loretta Gieck     14   Emily Roland 

  8   Matthew Lueck     19   Jackson Young 

  8   Randy Lueck     19   Madison Young 

  9   Sally Bartels     23   Kyle Finnegan 

  12   LeEtta Luce     25   Jim Mendez 

  12   Daniel Vetter     26   Zoe Schuldheisz 

  12   Michael Gulbranson    27 Abigal Duncan 

  13   Ed Hohnstein     29  Alex Finnegan 

  13   Katherine Last 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Men's Bible Study 

SENIOR SAINTS 
A reminder that we are taking the summer months off and look forward to seeing 

you in the fall. 

 

*FELLOWSHIP EVENT* 
 

Lets go Hiking 
 

How about a nice morning hike at Point Defiance?  

Save the date for Saturday,  June 29th!! 
We’ll meet at the Rhododendron Garden at 9:30 a.m. Hikers are to bring a snack 

lunch to enjoy after the hike. Beverages will be provided. 

 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church has one senior graduating from High School this year. 

Meet —Bella Ward Loralei—daughter of Erica & Greg Adams 

Graduating Friday, June 7 from Curtis High School.  Her many accomplishments are:   
University Place GPA Honor Graduate, Distinguished AP Scholar, National Honor Society member, 

Current Events club member, Viking of the Week Ambassador, High School and USA Swimming State, Re-
gional, and Zone Qualifier, Committed to Roanoke College, Salem, VA as an Honors Program Scholar, 

where she plans to study towards a degree in political science, Bella is also committed as a roster NCAA 
athlete for Roanoke's Women's Swim Team. 

 Roanoke College is a private, liberal arts Lutheran college founded in 1842, the second-oldest Lutheran-
affiliated college in the United States. 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 It’s hard to believe that we now find ourselves in the month of June. The 
days are getting longer and the temperatures are getting warmer…and that means 
we are nearing the end of our Sunday School year. The final Sunday of this Sunday 
School year will be on June 9th. Thank you to our teachers and opening leaders for 
this year: Cheryl and Scott Diekmann, Melissa and John Lee, Joanne Lund, and 
LeEtta Luce.   
  
 We are going to try something different for summer Sunday School this year. 
In order to give you regular teachers a break, families, couples, or singles are in-
vited to sign up for covering one or more Sunday School sessions during the sum-
mer (June 16th through September 1st). There is no need to put a lot of effort into 
an in-depth lesson, as the number of children in attendance for Sunday School 
each Sunday in the summer is HIGHLY variable. We have plenty of lessons left over 
from our school year curriculum that could be used as a starting point, or you can 
come up with your own ideas.  I am happy to provide helpful resources or ideas, if 
needed.  This can be more of a simple devotion or short lesson, perhaps a simple 
craft if you’re crafty, maybe singing a few songs and/or playing some games indoor 
or outdoor.  Maybe you want to help the children make cards for our shut-in mem-
bers or do a simple service project for CareNet or some other service organization.  
  
 This is meant to be a break from the regular Sunday School routine and will 
allow for the children to spend time together in a mixed age class (preschool 
through 4th/5th grade). The older youth can be asked to help out as teacher assis-
tants, if needed.  This will be a wonderful opportunity for congregation members 
to have some meaningful interaction with our younger members.  The goal will be 
to have one support person available each Sunday in case that Sunday’s volunteer
(s) are in need of any help or guidance. A sign-up sheet will be posted by the water 
fountain. So look at your summer schedule and pick your Sunday for covering Sum-
mer Sunday School. We need your help!  If you have any questions before signing 
up, speak with Lisa Lindstrom or email lisa.lindstrom78@gmail.com. 
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Family Game Day — June 9th  
 

  Join us after Sunday School for  Bunco! 
 

Families and children 8 years and up. 
Hot dogs, beverages and chips will be  

provided. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sign up on the sheet located by the 

drinking fountain 

 

 

Church office hours are:  

Monday through Thursday—8:30 to 3:30 

 

If you’re in the area, stop by and say hello! 

 

 

Lutheran Witness Renewal  
Are you receiving the Lutheran Witness? The subscription renewal date is July 8th. If you 

would like to add your name or delete your name, there is a sheet located on the bulletin 
board by the drinking fountain. If you are already receiving the Lutheran Witness and 

wish to continue to do so, no action is needed! 

 

 

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  

Washington-Alaska District  

34th Biennial Convention  

June 21–23, 2024  

Delta Hotels by Marriott — Seattle/Everett  
3105 Pine Street  

Everett, Washington  

Convention Theme  

Strong in the Lord  
 

The convention theme is based on the following Scripture passage:  

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might (Ephesians 6:10).  

Convention Goal Statement  
The strength provided from the Lord Jesus  
empowers us to serve Him in word and deed.  

Convention Objectives  
Convention attendees are given opportunities for and motivated to:  
 Focus on Christ's presence and be strong through the Word, Sacrament, prayer, and praise.  

 Share the strength of the Lord in service to Him.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness as we serve others.  
 


