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“A Thanksgiving Dialogue”
by Pastor Schuldheisz

Several years ago I wrote this sermon for a
Thanksgiving Day service. It’s written with a nar-
rative style in mind. The rhetorical device used
here is an imaginary conversation between two
Christians. As the discussion unfolds, it explores
various aspects of and themes of thanksgiving,
the Gospel reading for today, and, above all,
Christ's work for us. It’s based on Luke 17:11-19,
one of the appointed readings for national day of
thanksgiving, although it includes other Scriptur-
al references as well. Enjoy!

In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“What do you give to the guy who has every-
thing?"

“I dunno?"

“Hmm, what about a custom designer, fancy
name-engraved Starbucks mug, a stunning cup
fit for a kingly size venti, Arabica bean...wait,
what's that?"

“He says He's already got one."

“What do you mean, He's already got one?"

“Yea, and He says it's better too."

“Ok, time to up the ante...how about a brand
new Apple Watch— and not one of those cheap
knock-offs from the flee market?"

“No that won't do, He's always going on about
the fullness of time and such; guess he just
doesn't like watches."

“Well, let's see. Time to think big. A custom,
luxury Tesla..., Australian leather seats, his and
hers climate control, satellite radio, GPS — all the
bells and whistles. Wait, what's that? He still says
no? What, He's got one of those too?"

“Well, no, but he prefers walking and some-
thing about four legged domesticated animals of
the humble variety...and he really got a good
chuckle out of the climate control and the GPS."

“Seriously, who does this guy think He is?
What can I possibly give Him? I can't think of
anything. There's nothing I can do to please this
guy."

“He says that'll do perfectly."

“What'll do perfectly? I haven't even given him
anything yet."

“Exactly.”

“What do you mean exactly? That makes no
sense. I'd better do something or else. Isn't there
anything I can do?"

“No. Nothing at all."

“He wants nothing from me? Zero? Zip?
Zilch?"

L__J

“O wait, there is one thing..."

“Ah, finally. What is it? This guy is really trying
my patience. Tell me already, what must I do?"

“Well, He says you can give him your disease."

“My what? You're kidding right? I'm not even
sick. I feel fine. Now those 10 lepers. They had it
bad. Skin falling off. Outcasts. What losers. Cry-
ing out for mercy, looking all sickly and pathetic.
And only one of them - the double Loser Samari-
tan - even bothered to go back to Jesus and say
thank you. Come on? What's up with those other
9?u

“He says don't worry about them. You're the
one with the problem."

“Whoa, wait a minute. First of all, why not?
Those lepers were pretty bad; the least those skin
-shedding leeches could've done was go back and
say thank you. Is it really that hard? I would've at
least scribbled a quick "thank you" card or a sent
a text...thx J! And what's this about me being the
problem? Those other guys are the problem. Re-
member? I feel fine, great in fact, as long as din-
ner is on time. Is that turkey ready yet?"

"Well, He said something about missing the
point. And the only words I could make out were:
unconditional, outrageous, free."

" “hat are you trying to say, huh? I know how
the story goes...Lepers cry for mercy. Jesus heals
the lepers. One returns to give thanks. His faith
is commended. Now, you go and do likewise.
Isn't that it?"

“No, not at all. He said try reading Luke again:
"As Jesus entered a village He was met by 10
lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their
voices saying, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
And when He saw them, He said to them, "Go
and show yourselves to the priests...and as they
went they were healed along the way." ...So, did
those lepers heal themselves?"

“No."

“Did they do anything to deserve their heal-
ing?"

“Well, no. But the one returned to give
thanks...that's gotta count for something, right?"

“Hold on a second; you're getting ahead of
yourself. You don't start by giving thanks, that's
putting the turkey inside the stuffing."

“Well, ok, that doesn't make any sense, now
does it? Come to think of it...neither does Jesus
healing those 10 men. The first mistake He made
was going to hang out with those nasty sick peo-
ple; who does that anyway? Didn't His mom
teach him to stay away from lepers? And then He
goes and just up and heals them willy-nilly. And
look at all He got in return...only one loser Sa-
maritan said thanks. You can't go around reck-
lessly, freely giving out gifts and healing every-
one who has diseases. There's gotta be some kind
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of limit on this madness. Standards! Criteria! This is an outrage! Why, if He keeps this up all the sick people are going to be healed
and all those guilty — oh I can't even bear to say it — sinners will get off scot-free."
"Now, you're beginning to understand.”
"But that makes no sense. Who would give a gift — like healing or salvation - and not expect anything in return?"
"Jesus."
"Come on. There's gotta be a catch. There's no such thing as a free lunch."
"That's where you're wrong. He said to tell you everything is given by Him and this is the only free lunch, and it's more like a big fat
heavenly wedding feast than a subway sandwich — a feast of rich foods and fine wine...cups brimming with salvation...come, eat and
drink without price. Feast on my forgiveness."

"Sounds like gluttony to me."

"That's right. Gluttonous forgiveness."
"This giving sounds like risky business."
"It is, Jesus' gifts often go unappreciated. Even abused and sadly, rejected."”
"Sounds like He'd be better off not giving at all. Safer that way. At least He wouldn't be disappointed by people's lack of thanks."
"Perhaps, but Jesus takes the risk. He sets no conditions. No pre-op interviews to see who deserves healing. No surveys to see who is
worth dying for. He heals all 10 and then He's off to Jerusalem to forgives the whole world."
"Wow, that sounds great. But that'll lead to chaos...no one will do anything. There must be rules. Can't he just give me a to-do list?"
"But don't you see, that's not love, that's not even freedom; it's a new slavery."
"So, I can sin that grace may abound, right?"
"By no means. But let me ask you this: if you do sin more, will Jesus forgive you?"
"I sure hope so."
"Don't worry. He does."
"It sure sounds like you're trying to tell me that Thanksgiving is not about my thanksgiving at all."
"Right."
"And I can't do anything to earn God's love? No gifts I can give Him? No life I can live for Him?"
"Right. And stop making yourself the subject of the sentence.”
"Sure, whatever, but you're absolutely sure? There's nothing...not even a little bit?"
"That's right; He's given you everything...take it from Him; He's the expert on giving."
"But this is Thanksgiving! I thought the least I could do was go to church (and I went twice btw just to show how thankful I am), tell
God how I thank Him for my clothes that impress all my friends and my impressive book shelf full of books and my iPhone 15 Pro,
and how I thank Him and how I praise Him and how I give everything I have to Him."
"But you haven't told me anything about God yet."
"Sure I have...I just told you all the things I'm thankful for."
"He says that's part of your problem."
"So, I shouldn't give thanks?"
"No. Giving thanks is good...but that's the wrong place to start, remember? He also says your grammar problem hasn't gone away.
Too many personal pronouns. Cut it out.”
"Boy, this guy has a lot of nerve! I don't use too many personal pronouns in my sent...o wait. I see now. Oops, did it again!"
"He says that's a common problem with us."
"What, is?"
"Talking about ourselves."
"It kind of sounds like you're saying I'm more like those 9 losers than I am the Samaritan. Are you trying to tell me that when I give
gifts I'm only thinking about myself, what I'll get in return, how good it will make me look before my neighbors and God of course?"
"Yes, now you're hearing clearly."
"But how else will He know I love Him?"
"He said to say, I don't need your thanks and praise; that's your problem. You think you have something within you or something
you can do to please Me. You can't please me. I'm not impressed with your good works. You have a disease, you are sick, you are
dead."
"Ouch. That hurt."
"He says it was supposed to. That's the point. Think about it...Jesus doesn't need your thanksgiving. Jesus doesn't love you because
you say thank you or because you praise Him."
"Wow, I guess I really am sick. So sick in fact, I don't know how — ooh, I hate to say it — sinful I am."”
"Yes, and God gave you that too."
"Gave me what?"
"The proper diagnosis of your sin. You are dead in trespasses. You are worse than those lepers. Those who are well have no need of a
physician."
"Well, it sounds like I need more than a physician."
"You're right about that! You need a Savior."
"I feel like a beggar, like a scum of the earth, like a double loser Samaritan."
"Now, you've got it."
"Got what?"
"The whole point of thanksgiving."
"How do you figure? Why on earth should I be thankful for my sin?"
"Because that's all you have to give to Jesus."
"But who would want that kind of person, a poor miserable sinner?"
"Jesus does."
"Really?"
"Yes. He loves sinners, especially the dead ones. That's where He does His best work."
"I don't follow."
"Listen to the words of St. Paul: "The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord," and, "All
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus
whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood to be received by faith."

Meal Train Update for

Bre & Zane Carey and Roemer Family

The Fellowship Board is coordinating a Meal Train to lend a helping hand to the Carey and Roemer fami-
lies while they adjust to welcoming their babies in November and December. Babies arrive on their own
schedule, so no specific dates are known at this time yet. However, we want to be prepared when that
time comes! There will be two ways to schedule a date to take a meal:

0 Add your name to the lists on the bulletin board by the water fountain in the hall.

Bonnie Hartman will call to let you know when dates for meals will be available.

0 A Meal Train page has been set up online for the Carey’s and Roemer’s. You will be able to scan the
bar code below or on the signup sheet in the hall. After scanning, use the email addresses below when
filling out the Meal Train gift card option . Or you could enter the designated link below on your com-
puter to access their Meal Train page including the calendar for scheduling a meal. For those who pre-
fer not to work with the computer, Bonnie will be happy to take your info via a phone call and enter it
into the calendar on the web page for you.

Valerie.roemer7@gmail.com

® Meal Train’ © Meal Train’
for: for:

Bre Carey Valerie Roemer Family

Visit this link or scan the QR Code:
mealtrain.com/edgn9e

Visit this link or scan the QR Code:
mealtrain.com/kdk77v

Women’s Bible Study

doin us on Tuesdays at 10:00
in the conference room

@ m )
Men’s Bible Study Saturday, o © @M

November 2nd, 8:00 a.m. Look for the donation boxes in the Social Hall and by
Note: date changed this month only the Church office

( ﬂeterﬁn‘s,Day;\
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The church office will be closed on Novem-
ber 11th in observance of Veterans Day




Martin Luther

Despite his “holy” life as a monk, Luther constantly doubted his
salvation. Relief came in his study of Paul’s letter to the Ro-
mans, which revealed to him the pure Gospel. But this also
sparked concerns about the church’s practice of selling indul-
gences, which contradict the Gospel. Feeling a need to protect
his flock and start a scholarly debate, Luther posted his 95 Theses in Wittenberg. His writ-
ings were distributed throughout the land, sparking the events that began the Reformation.
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Martin Luther (Last Days)

In his later years, Martin Luther returned to Wittenberg, inter-
nationally known and sought after for guidance. His role later
in life to encourage and instruct, Luther translated the Bible
into German, and wrote his Small and Large Catechisms dur-
ing this period.

November Birthdayy

1st—Kathi Boyer
1st—Jan Whittig
1st—Jacob Gehrmann
4th—John Lee
4th—Bonnie Blinsmon
5th—David DeWitt
7th—Kimberlee Loy
10th—Joanne Lund
10th—Taila Lund
10th—Terry Young
13th—Mary Mills
14th—Marlene Carol
14th—Maverick Lueck

November Anniversarvies
8th—Ron & Karen Schlaht ******** 22nd—Matt & Lynette Perkovich

15th—Madeline House
15th—Carol Raphael
18th—Jerry Nettnin
19TH—Evan Crady
19th—Shelby Davis
20th—Austin Lueck
20th—Michael Frost
22nd—Charles Morehead
23rd—Elizabeth Cook
28th—John Schulz
29th—Julie Christensen
29th—Vicki Pfeiffer

"He did that for me?"

"Yes, for you and for the whole world, 10 lepers and all."

"That's amazing."

"Not just amazing, that's love. You see, God gives on the basis of who He is. And He does not stop giving. That's who He is; that's
what He does, for you. He gives. He forgives. He saves. In fact, He doesn't benefit from our thanking Him."

"Now you're talking crazy again!"

"Nope, just Biblically. The more we thank God the Father through Jesus Christ His dear Son, the more we realize how generously
and abundantly He deals with us."

"So, we do give thanks!"

"Yes, we do. But in its proper place. Thanksgiving begins and ends with the cross. First the gift, then the thanks. After all, what else
can we say but Amen?"

"I never thought about it like that. But what about our thanksgiving? What do we do?"

"There you go again! Remember, God doesn't need your thanksgiving, or your good works, but your neighbor does."

"So where do I give thanks and help my neighbor?"

"In your vocation?"

"My vacation?"

"No, vo-cation. Wherever God has called you: husband or wife; son or daughter, father or mother, pastor or congregation, employ-
ee or employer - the list goes on. In fact we have dozens of vocations."

"Yea, thank God for the plumber!"

"Indeed, thank God for toilet paper."

"Ok, now you're getting gross."

"Seriously. Thank God for toilet paper and all the other ordinary things in life: fresh squeezed orange juice, running water and tur-
key and canned-cranberry and football, well, maybe not the Lions, but you get the point, right?"

"Yes, I think I do... it's our vocation to receive from Jesus every good gift He has to give us?"

"Exactly. Couldn't have said it better myself."

"Well, I should get going...I think I just heard the timer go off."

"Sounds good...Oh, one more thing...before you fall asleep this afternoon, pull out your catechism..."

"That dusty old thing? I haven't looked at it since confirmation."

"Well, it's good for you...so, turn to Luther's explanation of the 15t article of the Apostle's Creed. And remember, thanksgiving be-
gins and ends with the cross."

"Thanks, it was great talking with you."

"The pleasure was all His... happy thanksgiving; enjoy the turkey; it's gotta be done by now. Oh wait...the static has cleared up on
the other line. He has one more message for you. Here, listen, "Rise and go your way; your faith has saved you."

Ideas for Celebrating Advent as a Family by Lisa Lindstrom
It’s hard to believe that Advent, the season of preparing and waiting for the coming of Christ, is right around the

corner. The I** Sunday in Advent will be on December |*. There are many ways for families to celebrate this
meaningful time of year in order to instill in their children the significance of Christ’s advent. It’s not too early to
come up with a plan! Here are a few ways you can help keep the focus on Christ, even as the world around your

children works to distract them with all the secular trappings of the lead-up to Christmas.
I. Go through a devotional or Bible reading plan that focuses on the topic of preparing for Christ.

2. Make an advent wreath
The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister working at a mission for children created a wreath out

of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red candles and four large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on
weekdays and the four white candles were lit on Sundays. Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symboliz-
ing everlasting life in the midst of winter and death as the evergreen is continuously green. The circle reminds us of God’s unending
love and the eternal life He makes possible. Advent candles are often nestled in the evergreen wreath. Families begin lighting a

candle on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and they light another candle each subsequent Sunday.

3.Complete a family service project

Here are a few ideas of service projects for families:

Serve a meal at a local soup kitchen or homeless shelter . .
Visit a nursing home to sm% carols with the residents or simply to spend time with them
Donate cannéd goods or other supplies to a food bank or ministry that fights hunger

4. Sing Advent hymns together as a family and discuss how the lyrics of the hymns share the Gospel message. Advent hymns are
full of rich theology and point us to the joy of the fulfillment of God’s promise to send a Savior, which sweetly lingers over us

during this time of year. Here are a few to get you started:

Savior of the Nations, Come

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come

Hark the Glad Sound ) . .

Come, O Come, Emmanuel (with a special focus on the Great “O” Antiphons for December 17-23)

5. Join us for the three midweek Advent services at church, or lead a simple service for your family at home with a devotion, Bi-

ble reading, and a hymn.

While these are all wonderful ways to acknowledge and celebrate this season, the importance of taking the time to reflect upon
and point your family to the good news of Christ cannot be overstated. VWhat will you do to prepare your heart and the hearts of

your family in the days leading up to Christmas?




The following is the first session in a series of Stewardship bible studies from the National Office of Missions for
the LCMS on the theme of Biblical stewardship. You can find more stewardship resources at the following web-
site:

Understanding stewardship
1. Whatis a steward?

Stewardship is really nothing other than managing some- thing that belongs to someone else. The steward is the one who does
the managing. To be a steward is like being the foreman on a ranch. The foreman isn’t the owner. The rancher is the owner. The
foreman is responsible for the ranch and is accountable to the rancher.

2. Have you ever considered your role as a steward of God’s creation in this way? Why or why not?

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod defines Christian stewardship as “the free and joyous activity of the child of God and
God’s family, the Church in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.”:

1 “Stewardship Ministry,” The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 2003, accessed Sept. 12, 2016, lcms.org/stewardship-ministry.

3. In what way does this working definition move beyond considering stewardship ONLY from a financial perspective?

4. How does this definition match with your personal attitude and understanding of stewardship in your life?

Stewardship standards
A steward manages the possessions and affairs of someone else. But this stewardship is not without standards.
Read 1 Cor. 4:1-2.

5. What is the standard that the Lord, through His servant Paul sets for the work of a steward?

6. What might the faithful steward look like in the 21st century?

There are rewards and consequences that are attached to the work of the steward. Read Luke 12:41-48.

7. What is the mark of the faithful manager in the words of Jesus?

8. What happens when the master finds the servant doing what he or she was supposed to be doing when he returns?

9. What are the marks of the unfaithful servant?

10. What consequences befall the steward who is caught by surprise when his master returns?

11. What are modern day rewards and consequences for faithful and unfaithful stewards today?

12. To whom are we ultimately accountable as stewards today?

Biblical examples of faithful and unfaithful stewards Read Gen. 39:1-6 and Gen. 39:11-20.

13. Who is the faithful steward in this text?

14. How did he show this faithfulness?

15. What were some of the rewards for his faithfulness?

6. Were there ALWAYS rewards for his faithfulness?

Skim Genesis 41.

17. In what way was the faithfulness of Joseph’s stewardship rewarded here?

18. How does this stewardship eventually end up saving the very people who put Joseph into slavery?

PRESCHOOL NEwWS

November is right around the corner, and the days are getting shorter and shorter.
Before long, some of us will be driving back and forth to work in the dark, which is some-
thing I’'m not looking forward to.

The preschool will be closed on Monday November | I™ in observance of Veterans
Day. For those of you who have served or are currently serving, we extend our gratitude
not only to you, but also to your families, spouses and children alike, for their support of
that effort. A heartfelt and sincere “thank you” for all the sacrifices you make to ensure that

Ith

we can live in a free country! May God continue to bless America!
In our Bible stories this month, we’ll be learning about when the walls of Jericho

came tumbling down, Samuel as a boy, David and Goliath, and what happened with Daniel
when he was put in the lion’s den.The children will learn some fun facts about turkeys, the
first Thanksgiving and how important it is to be thankful for everything God has given us.
In keeping with the theme of gratitude for all we have, we’ll be collecting non-perishable
food items for the Food Bank again this year, and talking with the children about the im-
portance of sharing and caring for others who are less fortunate than we are.

We're planning our Thanksgiving Family Feast for Monday, November 25%. Preschool
families will join us in the social hall for food and fellowship at the end of the school day,
and the preschool will be closed on Wednesday November 27" to kick off a long Thanksgiv-
ing weekend.

We have so much to be thankful for! As we gather together with family and friends
this year, we thank God for all the blessings in our lives, and all that He provides for us daily.

We at the preschool wish all of you a very blessed Thanksgiving!

o Sl Kathy Heddlesten, Director
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- > © Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his
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: &= ® love endures forever’....
o a Chronicles 16:34 NIV

Matthew 19:14

Reminder: set
your clocks back
on Saturday
night! ~

November 2nd

DON'T FORGET TO

CBack

NOVEMBER 3, 2024

Thanksgiving Day Divine Service ~~~
November 28th at 10:00 a.m.



https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry

