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ENTRANCE 
 
GREETINGS 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER 

P:   Let us pray. . . Lord Jesus, You wept at the grave of Your 

friend Lazarus, and You consoled Mary and Martha in their 
distress. Draw near to us who mourn for our husband & father 
and dry the tears of all who sorrow. Calm our troubled hearts, 
dispel our doubts and fears, and lead us to praise You for 
having brought him to faith. In Your rising from the dead, You 
conquered death and opened the gates to eternal life. 
Strengthen us with Your Word, and lead us through this 
earthly life until at last we are united with You and all the 
saints in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 
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REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 

 
P: In Holy Baptism William was clothed with the robe of 

Christ’s righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul 
says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

C: We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in 
a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him 
in a resurrection like His. 

 
 

Psalm 103:1-5, 11-12, 17-18, 20-22 

1 Praise the LORD, my soul; 
    all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 
2 Praise the LORD, my soul, 
    and forget not all his benefits— 
3 who forgives all your sins 
    and heals all your diseases, 
4 who redeems your life from the pit 
    and crowns you with love and compassion, 
5 who satisfies your desires with good things 
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
    so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
 
17 But from everlasting to everlasting 
    the LORD’s love is with those who fear him, 
    and his righteousness with their children’s children— 
18 with those who keep his covenant 
    and remember to obey his precepts. 
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20 Praise the LORD, you his angels, 
    you mighty ones who do his bidding, 
    who obey his word. 
21 Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, 
    you his servants who do his will. 
22 Praise the LORD, all his works 
    everywhere in his dominion. 
Praise the LORD, my soul. 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
793 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Scripture Readings 
 
Isaiah 40:28-31 
 

28 Do you not know? 
    Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 
    and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29 He gives strength to the weary 
    and increases the power of the weak. 
30 Even youths grow tired and weary, 
    and young men stumble and fall; 
31 but those who hope in the LORD 
    will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not grow weary, 
    they will walk and not be faint. 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe 
that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in 
him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who 
are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the 
Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. And so we will be with the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040&version=NIV
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Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these 
words. 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“A Shepherd’s Shepherd”  
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
P: Lord in Your Mercy. 
C: Hear Our Prayer. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold 

to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 
P: “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He 

who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

  
C: Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
     which You have prepared in the sight of every 
people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
     and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

  
P: “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He 

who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
 

BENEDICTION 
20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the 

eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
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that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything 

good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing 

to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 

ever. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(Hebrews 13:20-21) 

 
C: Amen 

 

FAMILY REMEMBRANCE 

677 For All the Saints 
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5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of Glory passes on His way. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
^ 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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William Rudolph Gieck, 93, of Federal Way, 
Washington, passed away in the comfort of his home on 
Sunday, February 2, 2025.  

Bill was born in Beiseker, Alberta, Canada, to John 
and Maria (Kafer) Gieck, of Beiseker, both originally from 
Odessa, Russia. Bill attended and graduated from 
Concordia High School and Senior College in Edmonton, 
Alberta in 1951. In the fall of 1951, he moved to the 
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United States where he went on to study for the ministry 
in the Lutheran Church at Concordia Theological 
Seminary in Springfield, Illinois.  
In August of 1953, he married Loretta Rosnau, of 
Bruderheim, Alberta, who he met during his high school 
years at Concordia.  

After graduating with a Master of Divinity from the 
seminary in 1956, Bill, with Loretta and their oldest son, 
Michael, was called to his first parish in a small town 
West of the Rocky Mountains, Delta, Colorado. There, 
three more children were born to complete the family, 
Linda, Lorie, and Timothy. During his 45-year ministry in 
Lutheran parishes throughout the Western United States 
and Canada he served congregations in Colorado, Utah, 
California, Washington, and Vancouver, British Columbia, 
always with a strong emphasis on mission work and 
educating young children in parishes where he and 
Loretta served.  

While living in Southern California in the mid-
1960’s, Bill completed his master’s degree in Marriage 
Counseling at San Diego’s United States International 
University. This service of working with couples in his 
congregations over the years was one of the many 
highlights of his ministry. Bill and Loretta served as 
mission ministers in Tijuana, Mexico. Bill was privileged 
to lecture to pastors in South Korea and was involved in 
workshops with the Lutheran Bible Translators in South 
Africa. Upon his retirement in 1996, Bill continued his 
ministry as interim vacancy pastor in local congregations.  
Throughout his long and joyful life, Bill has been a lover 
of the outdoors. He was delighted to travel, camp, hike, 
fish, (adventuring to the best fly-fishing sites in Montana 
and Wyoming with his brother-in-law), and share this 
love of nature with his children and grandchildren.  
Bill was creative, developing a woodworking craft that 
resulted in showering his grandchildren with many of his 
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creations. This inspired several of them to take up this 
artistic hobby. He was a collector and carver of fine and 
rare woods. He created nuanced beautiful pieces 
including numerous religious wall hangings and custom 
furniture, all of which his loved ones will continue to 
cherish.  

Bill and Loretta were blessed to spend more than 
71 years together as a married couple. Their family of 
four children has expanded now to 14 grandchildren and 
16 great grandchildren. Bill is predeceased by his 
parents, John and Maria, and his five siblings, Oscar, 
Albert, Elsie (Schmidt), Erna (Straub), and Violet 
(Ruskowsky). He is survived by his wife, Loretta 
(Rosnau), and children Michael (Joanne) of Adelaide, 
Australia, Linda O’Connor (George) of Falls Church, 
Virginia, Lorie Morgan of Valparaiso, Indiana, and 
Timothy (Teri) of Milton, Washington.  

Memorial donations may be made to “The Voice of 
Martyrs” a global ministry that serves persecuted 
Christians in the world’s most difficult and dangerous 
places 

 


