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A Liturgical Imagination 
   By Pastor Schuldheisz 

If you found yourself traveling in the 
time of the patriarchs and had to find an 
Airbnb somewhere between Beersheba 
and Haran, Jacob is the last guy you 
would want to book your lodging for the 
night. No one’s scheduling a day spa or 
massage appointment. No one is order-
ing room service. No cozy bed draped in 
high-thread count sheets, memory foam 
mattress, or fluffy pillows covered in 
Egyptian cotton. Instead, Jacob bunks 
in the brush and dreams in the dust all 
while resting his weary head on an extra
-firm stone pillow.  
 
And yet, what this certain place (later 
called Bethel) lacks in amenities, God 
makes up for with awe and amazing 
grace. This lowly, humble, and ordinary 
wilderness camp quickly becomes a 
sanctuary. Jacob sees a stairway with 
angels ascending and descending.  And 
then the host of Jacob’s bedouin bed 
and breakfast appears. Suddenly, the 
Redeemer fills this rustic campground 
with his awesome presence and an awe-
some promise.  
 
“I am the Lord, the God of your father 
Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land 
on which you lie I will give to you and to 
your descendants. Your descendants 
will also be like the dust of the earth, 
and you will spread out to the west and 
to the east, and to the north and to the 
south; and in you and in your descend-
ants shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. Behold, I am with you and will 
keep you wherever you go, and will 
bring you back to this land; for I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.” 
 
Despite Jacob’s primitive sleeping ar-

rangements, he realizes something won-
derful and wild has happened. He has 
been visited by the untamed God of un-
conditional love.  
 
Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 
“The Lord is certainly in this place, and 
I did not know it!” And he was afraid 
and said, “How awesome is this place! 
This is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven!” 
 
Jacob is given a glimpse of what you and 
I are given whenever we enter the Lord’s 
house. The Lord of heaven invades earth 
with his promises. The Creator of all 
comes to his creatures bearing gifts like 
Father Christmas in Narnia: mirth and 
merriment and joy abound. God gives 
Jacob, and all who enter his holy places 
we call churches a liturgical imagina-
tion. Eyes of faith to see the holy in the 
humble, the sacred in the simple, the 
extraordinary grace of God in ordinary 
words, plain water, bread and wine.  
 
You walk into the front doors of your 
church, and you could very well paint 
Jacob’s words over the doorposts and 
entryway. “How awesome is this place!” 
You pick up your bulletin, shake a few 
hands, make your way to your seat, and 
say, “This is none other than the house 
of God.” Later on you walk down the 
aisle to a rail and kneel before the altar. 
“This is the gate of heaven!” And then 
the pastor places a quarter-sized piece 
of bread in your mouth, pours a cup of 
wine onto your lips. “The Lord is cer-
tainly in this place.” And once again 
heaven invades earth. The holy comes to 
the unholy. The untamed God hides 
himself in the ordinary to feed and for-
give you in his extraordinary grace.  
 
“Lord, I love the habitation of your 
house and the place where your glory 
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dwells.” The Glory of the Lord is Jesus. And the glory of Jesus is to forgive sinners. No wonder Jacob called that place 
Bethel, house of God. Your church might look a little more comfortable than the dirt and rocks of Jacob’s hallowed 
nighttime chapel, or it might be an old clapboard building, but it is no less holy. For the same God who was with Jacob 
is with you whenever you come into his house and receive his gifts. 
 
This is what the liturgy does, from the beginning Invocation in the Triune name of God to his trinity of blessings in the 
closing Benediction, Jesus is giving his gifts, proclaiming his promises, and forgiving sinners. In the liturgy, our Lord is 
doing what he did for Jacob at Bethel, he is delivering his promises to you. Jesus is present with you and for you the 
same way he was for Jacob, in his word.  
 
When you step into the Lord’s house he gives you a liturgical imagination to see with eyes of faith all of his goodness 
and grace. What you see is a stained glass window donated by the patriarch of the congregation, and yet it’s a preacher 
who with a kaleidoscope of colors and pictures proclaims Christ for you. What you see is a pew or a chair, and yet it’s a 
place of rest for the weary, a place where you stand and sit and kneel while the Lord of all continues to be the servant of 
all. What you see is another fellow sinner standing before you, and yet what you hear is a promise and proclamation of 
good news; the absolutely awesome God declares his absolution to you: you are forgiven all your sins.  
 
The same thing happens as you stand, sit, kneel, pray, praise, sing, listen, and meditate on God’s word. Someone lights 
the candles and suddenly you see the Son of Man standing in the midst of the golden lampstands clothed in priestly 
robes of righteousness and a crown of victory and a banner bearing the cross. A psalm is sung and you are standing next 
to the pilgrims entering the temple for the holy feast at Mt. Zion, with Christ the Cornerstone leading the procession. 
You sing “Glory to God in the highest” and you’re in the fields with the shepherds watching their flocks by night. You’re 
standing on wood or concrete or tile yet worshipping with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven. You 
hear the words of Jesus from Genesis to Revelation, from the prophets to the apostles and evangelists, and all the while, 
the words you hear are a mighty rushing wind, a roaring cataract of water, flowing forth from the mouth of Him whose 
tongue is a sharp-two edged sword, a sword that both kills and makes alive. You hear a sermon and all the while the 
living and active word of God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is speaking his promises to you.  
 
Before long, Bethel becomes Bethlehem, the house of God becomes a house of bread and wine, body and blood. You cry 
out, like the centurion, Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. And yet the Lord says the word and you 
are healed. You sing with Isaiah and the Seraphim, “holy, holy, holy,” while the throne of God comes down to earth and 
Christ the friend of sinners eats and drinks with sinners once again. Unclean lips are cleansed.  
 
You sing the words Simeon sang. Lord, let your servant depart in peace. You have received Christ. The infant priest in 
his infinite mercy inhabits the finite things of his creation to save you: the bread is his body. The wine is his blood. It’s 
all gift and promise for you as it was for Jacob. 
 
Finally, you hear the benediction. You return home. But you are not alone. You are surrounded by a great cloud of wit-
nesses. And more. You are Christ’s and Christ is yours. The God who promised to be with and bless Jacob, also promis-
es you, “I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you 
until I have done what I have promised you.” 
 
As we stand, kneel, sit, pray, sing, listen, and receive God’s gifts, the liturgy imprints and impresses the stamp of Christ 
crucified on our hearts, minds, ears, eyes, and imaginations. The liturgy is a sacred and safe harbor, a holy haven, rest 
for the weary, blessing for the broken and burdened, joy for the downtrodden, hope for the despairing. It is a divine 
drama soaked in the promises of Jesus, your savior. It is a tapestry of God’s gifts of goodness, truth, and beauty. From 
beginning to end, and every word in between, the liturgy is a preacher, proclaiming Christ crucified for you. It is like a 
potter, shaping and forming all who enter the Spirit’s workshop of word and sacrament. It is a land full of mystery, 
wonder, and wildness where everything is covered in the blood of the Lamb. It is strange, yet sacred. Humble yet holy. 
Living in the liturgy is like the Pevensie children walking through the wardrobe into Narnia, you are brought into a new 
country, one where Jesus the Lion of Judah rules by his grace, and where everything is bigger on the inside.  
 
Like Jacob, the Lord is in the humble, ordinary church you call home. Like undeserving Jacob, the Lord is the God who 
never tires of giving you his steadfast love. Like Jacob, once you enter the house of the Lord you are changed forever by 
his promises. And, like Jacob, you need not fear. For the same Lord who spoke to Jacob and John also declares to you, 
“Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of Hades.” 
 

Milton Days ~ Saturday, August 16th ~ Milton is celebrating the incor-

poration of their city in 1907. BSLC will host a table at the Milton 

Community Park, and we need your help! This event is held from 

11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. There’s a sign up sheet above the drinking 

fountain for those who are willing to help out. 

   PARKING LOT PRAYER DAY 
  

We will be having a 2 hour “Parking Lot Prayer Day” on Saturday 
the 13th of September. It will begin at 10:00am and end at 12:00pm. 
     Pastor and the elders will be at 2 10X10 coverings and we will 

hope someone will need prayers. We will need some volunteers to hold- up signs 
at our entrances to advertise the Parking Lot Prayers. The signs will guide people 
who need prayers into our parking lot. 
     We will have info pamphlets at each covering to give out to those asking 
for them. 
 A sign-up sheet will be posted at the drinking fountain between the sanc-
tuary and fellowship. Please think and pray about helping. 
     This is a new ministry we are looking at to reach out to those needing 
prayer.         David Gordon, Evangelism 

                   

Sunday Adult Bible Study“ 
11:00 a.m. 

 

 Join us in the Social Hall  
for a new study on the  

Prophet Jonah. 

KITCHEN PROJECT COMING ALONG! 
No doubt most of you have peeked into the kitch-

en area to see how the remodeling project is go-

ing.  (And our dedicated church workers have cer-

tainly been listening to the sounds of progress).  

At this time all demolition activity has been done, 

the new walls are framed up, and electrical work 

and plumbing wrapping up. The new cabinets that 

you see sitting around will soon be installed. We 

are excited to see the new kitchen taking shape 

and will look forward to a “grand opening” as sum-

mer ends and before the new school year begins!  

Lori Schill, Kitchen Committee 



  

  

 

 

 

 

2nd ~ Paul Wolf     13th ~ Lynn Clemans  
 9th ~ Joan DeLaPaz    15th ~ Bonnie LaMonte 

12th ~ Brien Lindstrom    3rd ~ Ben Breum 
12th ~ Catherine Notestine    24th ~ Natasha Schuldheisz 
       31st ~ Dave Gordon 

Anniversaries 
8th ~ Ron & Trina Foreman    17th ~ Rev. William & Pat Potthoff 
12th ~ Steve & Nancy Loy    22nd ~ Chris & Kathy Finnegan 
16th ~ Jerry & Bonnie Nettnin   24th ~ Alex & Michaela Perkovich 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 1st ~ Brien Lindstrom    13th ~ Vivian Hohnstein 
 6th ~ Hannah Duncan    13th ~ Mark Reetz 
 6th ~ Nolan Jannsen 

Dash Point State Park . . . Let’s hike!!! 

Saturday, August 9th at 10:00 a.m. 
Summer Hike . . . mark your calendar for Saturday, August 9th! Our 
hike is at Dash Point State Park (Note: location was changed) It is a 

moderate to easy hike. Please bring a sack lunch and we will gather to-
gether after the hike for a picnic lunch. The parking at Dash Point is 
$15.00. If you’d like to carpool, meet up at the church at 9:30. The 

hike will begin at 10:00 a.m. We’ll meet in the parking lot at the park. 
Questions can be directed to Cheryl Diekmann. 

 

 In the Library… 
 
For years I’ve looked for the perfect book on evolution and I’ve only found one–the Bible. It teach-

es, and the LCMS officially confesses, that God created the universe out of nothing–He spoke it 

into existence–in six literal, consecutive, contiguous, 24-hour, days. He formed Adam and Eve in 

His own image on the sixth day. Not long thereafter Satan tempted Adam and Eve and they fell–

thus sin and death entered the world. If you then shoehorn some form of explanation into the 

creation account to line it up with the current naturalistic scientific paradigm you’re fashioning a 

golden calf and putting your trust in something other than the Triune God, which is a sin–a sin for which Jesus died. As the apostle whom Jesus 

loved spoke through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, “Your word is truth,” John 17:17 (a topic we’ll explore next month). As Luther says in 

his explanation to the First Commandment: “We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.” Michael Denton points out: 

Despite the attempt by liberal theology to disguise the point, the fact is that no biblically derived religion can really be com-

promised with the fundamental assertion of Darwinian theory. Chance and design are antithetical concepts, and the decline 

in religious belief can probably be attributed more to the propagation and advocacy by the intellectual and scientific com-

munity of the Darwinian version of evolution than to any other single factor. 

In this article we’ll review the majority of the books on evolution that are in the church library. All the books reviewed are 

written from an intelligent design or Creationist perspective, all rejecting the idea that life evolved from primordial slime, or 

that you came from a chimpanzee. Familiarity with them will add another arrow to your apologetics quiver. 
 

The first book is the best, and the shortest. In the Beginning, GOD, by Joel D. Heck, properly explains Holy Scripture, demonstrating 

how the Old and New Testaments refute Darwin’s view of our origins, including theistic evolution, the framework theory, the day-age theory, 

and old earth creationism. 
 
The remaining books also reject Darwin’s theory of macroevolution–that life evolved by chance from a single-celled organism. They all affirm 

microevolution–that animal characteristics can change over time, but not to the extent of new organ formation or of new families–what the 

Bible refers to as “kinds.” A list of some of the areas where Darwinism is under attack include mathematics, information theory, epigenetics, 

molecular biology, vestigial organs, abiogenesis, geological evidence, carbon dating, the Big Bang, cladism, and the fine-tuning of the universe. 
 

Michael Denton’s groundbreaking 1985 book Evolution: A Theory in Crisis, was the equivalent of a bunker-buster bomb sliding down Charles Dar-

win’s chimney. Ironically, though the oldest book mentioned, it’s still one of the best. Denton attacks the major weaknesses of Darwinism, 

which he calls “severe” and “intractable,” and explains how Darwinism’s “highly theoretical and metaphysical nature” has become “such an 

overwhelming social consensus.” He states that the successive classes such as reptiles and mammals “provide no evidence whatsoever for be-

lieving that one type of organism was ever converted gradually into another through a series of intermediate forms.” 
 

Darwin on Trial, written by Phillip E. Johnson in 1991, is another classic. Johnson was an attorney, and thus his book is a little more of a thought 

experiment, although he has a command of the science as well. A couple of quotes: Regarding the circular reasoning of evolutionists, 

“Naturalistic evolution is the only conceivable explanation for life, and so the fact that life exists proves it to be true.” Plus a little scientific hu-

mor: “Descriptions of fossils from people who yearn to cradle their ancestors in their hands ought to be scrutinized as carefully as a letter of 

recommendation from a job applicant’s mother.” 
 

Stephen C. Meyer’s two books, Signature in the Cell: DNA and the Evidence for Intelligent Design, and Darwin's Doubt: The Explosive Origin of Animal 

Life and the Case for Intelligent Design are two of the most widely read books of the genre, written in 2009 and 2013. They’re both written at a 

layman’s level and do a great job of showing the weaknesses of the Darwinian argument. 
 
Our last book, Creation Basics and Beyond: An In-Depth Look at Science, Origins, and Evolution, was published by the Institute for Creation Research 

in 2020. It is an anthology of essays written by various authors. If you’re annoyed by the “just so” stories often found in popular media regarding 

evolutionary topics, this book goes a long way in addressing them. Some of the essay titles include “Why Does Genesis Matter So Much,” “Is 

the Evolutionary Tree of Life Real?,” “Human-Chimp DNA Monkey Business,” “The Flood Is the Key,” “The Real Nature of the Fossil Record,” 

“Did Feathered Dinosaurs Exist?,” “Busting the Big Bang Bubble,” and “The Universe: Billions of Years Old–or Just Thousands?”   
 

Michael Denton suggests that “today all biological phenomena are interpreted in Darwinian terms and every professional biologist is subject 

throughout his working life to continued affirmation of the truth of Darwinian theory,” and that its status has become  “an impregnable axiom 

which could not even conceivably be wrong.” All one need do to verify his claim is read the none-too-friendly Wikipedia page on his book, 

which makes statements like “[r]eviews by parties within the scientific community were vehemently negative, with several attacking flaws in 
Denton's arguments,” and that "much of the book reads like creationist prattle.” Yet Christians need not be intimidated by such talk. The more 

scientific discoveries are made, the more they back up what Holy Scripture teaches. “Your word is truth,” which is why, of course, it’s great to be a 

Lutheran! 
 

One well-written book not in the library, a free download, is Faith, Reason, & Earth History: A Paradigm of Earth and Biological Origins by Intelligent 

Design by Leonard Brand and Arthur Chadwick. It’s written from a Creationist perspective, is comprehensive, posits new hypotheses, is beauti-

fully illustrated, and takes 1 Peter 3:15 seriously. Find it here: 
https://cdn.ministerialassociation.org/cdn/eldersdigest.org/files/Faith,%20Reason,%20and%20Earth%20History%20by%20Leonard%20Brand%

20and%20Arthur%20Chadwick.pdf  
            Scott Diekmann 

https://cdn.ministerialassociation.org/cdn/eldersdigest.org/files/Faith,%20Reason,%20and%20Earth%20History%20by%20Leonard%20Brand%20and%20Arthur%20Chadwick.pdf
https://cdn.ministerialassociation.org/cdn/eldersdigest.org/files/Faith,%20Reason,%20and%20Earth%20History%20by%20Leonard%20Brand%20and%20Arthur%20Chadwick.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 

    Here we are, approaching the end of summer . . .  
     By mid-August the preschool staff will be back, and preparing for the new school year, which 
begins right after Labor Day. I’m happy to announce that all of our staff members are returning 
again this year, and we’re looking forward to hearing the happy chatter of children’s voices and 
laughter in and around the preschool again.  
     I’d like to extend thanks and appreciation to Vivian Hohnstein and Cristal Waetzig for volun-
teering their time over the summer months to begin purging and reorganizing our preschool sup-
ply room. It’s amazing how much has been accumulated over the years.  
     We are blessed to have our 3 year old class at full capacity with 10 students, but sadly, we 
still have quite a few openings available in our Pre-K class. Please join us in praying that our en-
rollment for 4 and 5 year olds will increase over the remainder of the summer.  
     Please consider volunteering in our Beautiful Savior booth at Milton Days in Triangle Park on 
Saturday, August 16th, even if only for an hour or two. There will be preschool flyers to hand out 
and conversations to be had to raise awareness about our church and preschool. The sign-up 
sheet is above the water fountain. 
     here are occasions when an extra pair of hands in one of the classrooms would be most ap-
preciated. If you are interested in being on our list of volunteers this year, please reach out to 
me via Email: preschool@mybslc.com, or phone: #253.218.4918 (preschool office). 
           Blessings on the remainder of your summer! 

       Kathy Heddlesten, Preschool Director 
 

 
Sunday School Update 

 
Summer is still in full swing, but planning for the start of 
next year's Sunday School has begun! Mark your calen-
dars for Rally Day, which will take place on September 7th. 
Rally Day is the official start of the Sunday School year 
when we get back into the rhythm of meeting together to 
learn more about God's Word and His gifts for us. This 
year, we are going to try out a new parents and young chil-
dren class. This class will meet in the preschool room, and 
parents are invited to attend with their babies, toddlers, 
and preschoolers. The details are still being worked out, 
but we hope it will be a time of learning and fun fellowship 
for parents and our youngest members. We are in need of 
a teacher for the early elementary class, grades 1-3. If you 
are interested in teaching this Sunday School class for the 
coming year, please speak with Lisa Lindstrom. A part-
time commitment could be considered if you are not want-
ing to commit to a full year of teaching. This class in-
cludes several delightful, thoughtful, and curious young 
learners who are a joy to teach. John Lee will continue to 

teach our 4th-6th grade class, and Zane and Bre Carey will be teaching the middle/high school class again 
this year. The elementary classes will be wrapping back around to the Old Testament with the Enduring Faith 
curriculum, starting "in the beginning" with God's creation of the world. The topic/curriculum for this year's 
youth class is yet to be determined...but stay tuned! Please continue to pray for the children and youth of our 
congregation, that they would grow in grace and in the knowledge of God's Word, assured of the gifts won 
for us by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus our Savior. 

Lisa Lindstrom, Sunday School Superintendent  

 

 

       

Children’s Coloring Page 

Children’s Sunday School 

11:00—12:00  Every Sunday after Church Service 

August 20th is Family Sunday School Day !! 
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