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December is a strange month for
Christians. We long to celebrate Jesus’
birth, but we’re over the Christmas
decorations that have been up since
the day after Halloween. We love the
sacred music of the Advent and
Christmas seasons, but we’re not so
sure if Mariah Carey songs count as
Christmas music. We would love noth-
ing more than to sit down and rest be-
side the fire with family or friends, but
we often find ourselves running
around like a squirrel preparing for a
long winter.

And then along comes the season of
Advent. A season of waiting. Watch-
ing. Longing. Slowing down. Prepara-
tion. Repentance. Expectation. Hope.
And holy anticipation.

Advent is many things. And I pray that
this year you find Advent to be a time
of holy rest in God’s word and promis-
es. A time of quiet and prayer, your
ears and hearts and minds filled with
God’s good news in Jesus. A time to
pray and sing, come quickly, Lord Je-
sus.

With parties and presents, candles
and credit breathing down your neck
from the moment Thanksgiving ends,
it’s not always easy to have the proper
Advent frame of mind.

So, when your legs are still aching
from standing in line at zero-dark-
thirty, and you are all twisted like a
peppermint stick because you only
bought half of the stuff on your list for
25% of the price you

hoped. Pause. Take a deep

breath. Listen to the words of John,

the Advent man:

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world.”

With aching legs Jesus walked to Jeru-
salem bearing our cross to buy you
back from sin and death, not 25, 50 or
75% off, but 100% saved, forgiven, re-
deemed. When you need to step out-
side on the porch to escape the Christ-
mas madness remember, from Jesus’
very first breath in the manger to His
last breath on the cross — He lived and
died and lives for you.

When your legs are still aching and
your boss is a total Grinch and you
won’t be receiving that bonus check
you're expecting despite the increased
workloads this holiday season leaving
your knuckles as white as snow with
tension...and those TPS reports need
cover sheets and you have meetings
coming out your tinsel toes and you'd
rather deck your fellow employees
than the halls. Pause. Take a deep
breath. And listen to the prophet Isai-
ah

For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government will be
upon His shoulder, and His Name
shall be called, Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

Jesus is Immanuel the God who is one
of us, God for us, God with us. Our
Savior and Lord. He was born to carry
your burdens. He became flesh to take
away your sin. When you find yourself
burning the Yule-log at both ends, re-
member, Jesus is the beating heart of
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Christmas and He is also the pulsating life of Advent.

When your legs are still aching and your boss is a total Grinch and your children deserve nothing but a
lump of coal in their stocking because they've been naughty cotton headed ninny muggings, your fingers
look like a pin cushion from sowing the ears last minute on the polar bear costume for the “winter sol-
stice pageant”, and you’d rather be putting those kids up on the roof-top than the blow-up-Santa that
they shot with the BB-gun (I told you, you’d shoot someone’s eye out, kid)! Pause. Take a deep

breath. And listen to the Words the angel said to Joseph:

“She will bear a Son and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”

After the egg-nog has worn off and you are feeling ho-ho-horrible and you’re just about fa-la-la-la-la-ed
out remember that Jesus’ manger is the paradise at which our souls reclineth, for there, in the Word
made flesh, is the One whose voice the wind and waves obey, the One who rested in Mary’s bosom is the
One who goes to the cross that you might rest in His almighty arms.

When your legs are still aching and your boss is a total Grinch and your children deserve nothing but a
lump of coal and the only ones coming to town are your relatives and your head won’t stop spinning
what with all the TSA pat downs, presents to wrap, Christmas hams to get in the oven, parties to attend,
cards to write, concerts to sing, children to dress and get out the door and in the pew 7:31 on Christmas
Eve. Pause. Take a deep breath. Exhale. And listen to the angels sing:

Fear not, behold, I bring you Good News of a great joy that will be for all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

When your schedule is piled higher than a Minnesota snow drift and you're starting to feel like a
scrooge (BAAH, Humbug!) and you'd love nothing more than to tell that guy who cut you off in line to
kiss something else under the mistletoe and your head is spinning and your legs are aching and your
boss is a Grinch and your kids deserve nothing but lumps of coal and the only ones coming to town are
the relatives and your Christmas is quickly turning into an Oh Holy Nightmare...and you haven’t had a
silent night in weeks and you need relief from a season that has buried you up to your nose so bright in
a pile of guilt and worry. Pause. Breath. And remember the Words of our Lord:

“Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”

This is Jesus, your Savior, born in swaddling clothes, crucified, dead and buried in swaddling clothes,
for you. This is the Christ, our God Most High, who hears your sad and bitter cry; He will Himself your
Savior be, from all your sins to set you free.

Don’t let the busyness of life steal your Advent. Don’t let the world Grinch you of the joy that is yours in
Christ. Advent is a season of repentance, waiting, lowliness and preparation — it is here, in the midst of
these things, in Advent, where our Lord meets us with all His forgiving, fulfilling and exulting joy. In a
season that is often full of stress and chaos, Advent never fails to give you the peace of God in the for-
giveness of Christ whose birth, life and death we celebrate. We need a little Advent, right this very mi-
nute. And in Jesus, that’s exactly what we have.

Hear again the good news of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter:

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to
be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage
of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while
they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.

Here are a few pictures from the
dedication of our new kitchen on
October 19th
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It has been raining a lot at my house lately and It’s been just me and my toddler the last few weeks. My hus-
band is on a military training work trip. To say there have been challenges being cooped up in the house all day with a
little guy who has loads of energy is about right. In order to help distract myself from the absence of my partner in
crime, | have been filling my days working on homemade Christmas presents, reading books to my son, swapping the
carseat between two cars a couple times a week, mowing the lawn, managing my household chores (barely), and try-
ing to get out of the house when the sun comes out. Single parenting, even temporarily, is not for the faint of heart!
However, the main thing that has helped keep me somewhat stable and sane is my church. Praise eve to God! Attend-
ing the divine service, going to church luncheons (getting to skip out on the cooking is a win), meeting up with ladies
for quilting or lunch, and knowing | can call any of them if | need help is such a blessing in a season like this. I’'m not
always swift to ask for help, but there is a layer of comfort knowing the help if there anyway. | can let my guard down
when | am with church family knowing they are helping to keep an eye on my boy, they can help him with his plate of
food or read him a story. Do you have people you can rely on for prayer or tangible needs? | hope you have some
from your congregation. Maybe you are that person to someone else. A vital part of the church’s purpose is meeting
tangible needs and most importantly meeting spiritual ones. LWML is a huge part of that mission. It is in fact those
women whom | have called upon and spent time with the most while my husband has been away. Not only can they
encourage me as a mother or wife but they can relate to me as a child of God and remind me of His promises to me in
my trials and temptations in this season. One of the reasons | have been writing these little letters to you is just that. |
want you to know you have someone you can call upon in times of need whether spiritual or physical. | want you to
know you are seen and not just the young one. You are important and have work the Lord has set out for you to do.
Maybe there are few women around you who are also in your season of life and you just wish you could call upon a
friend who has that same worldview and believes in the hope you do. There are trust me, it just may take a little
“digging” as they say. | also would like to see if we can encourage each other to grow our circles of christian women.
This month | am starting a book club for the young women in my zone. It will be an outlet to rest body and soul, learn
new facts or get lost in the imagination of a novel. There will also be fellowship. I’'m looking to grow the circle of
young women | can call upon or be help too in my area. area. In closing | hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving full
of love and family and enjoy the Advent season ahead. God’s blessings on you.

Young women at the Rainier Zone Fall Gathering
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the Social Hall and by the church of-

fice.
Toys will be picked up on December

4th.
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And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a man-
ger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. ~ Pastor Schuldheisz

In the Library...

The Battle for the Bible, Part 3

Rev. Dr. Gregory P. Schulz makes a bold statement:

| submit to you that the heresy of Seminex has become the philosophical foundation for LCMS institutions such as our Con-
cordia universities, and for our synod’s administrators...."

Who is this guy? Dr. Schulz is Academic Dean and Professor of Theology at the Lutheran School of Theology in Kenya (which was established
by Lutherans in Africa). Previously, he was Professor of Philosophy at Concordia University Wisconsin. In that position, for two decades he
witnessed the campus fall prey to the ideas of Church Growth Theory (CGT), in which norms and standards from the social and behavioral
sciences took precedence over biblical and confessional norms and standards, and took precedence over the means of grace. And that set Con-

cordia up for something even worse—Woke Marxism and Critical Race Theory (which is the militant version of CGT).

Concordia nestles against a bluff overlooking the azure waters of Lake Michigan. Who would have thought that such a peaceful Lutheran campus
would be attacked by Wokeism? But not only did it happen, it was done purposely by the campus Administration and some of those on the
Board of Regents. Predictably, when Dr. Schulz spoke against their woke takeover in a 2022 essay titled "Woke Dysphoria at Concordia,"” the
administration responded by suspending him. His book, Anatomy of an Implosion: One Pastor—Professor’s Diagnosis & Lament at the Mission Drift to
Woke Marxism in Lutheran Higher Education, and his essay in booklet form, "Seminex 2.0: The Foundational Heresy that Has Propelled the LCMS
from Explosion to Implosion," are both in the library. They document his abuse at the hands of LCMS administrators, and more importantly,
serve as a theological warning for the rest of us. His story is another chapter in the Battle for the Bible. (Note: This discussion is a topsy-turvy

digest of Dr. Schulz' writings, with a wee bit of my own spice thrown in for extra taste.)

The title of Schulz' book is a hat tip to Dr. Kurt Marquart's book Anatomy of an Explosion, which we saw two months back, where he explored
the first chapter of the Battle for the Bible, at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. Dr. Marquart astutely pointed out

It is important to see that the uncompromising supremacy of "scientific" human reason in the historical-critical method
[used at Concordia Seminary (CSL) in the 60s and 70s] is not an excess or an abuse which can somehow be tempered. On
the contrary, it is of the essence of the method; indeed it is its basic point. Science has neither use nor room for privileged

authorities or sacrosanct texts.}?

Dr. Schulz summarizes: "So, the heretical hermeneutics [rules of interpretation] of the Seminex professors [who walked out of CSL], in which
they played with the written text of Holy Scripture by means of a scientific methodology, were based on modernism—a methodology that put
science and a scientific epistemology [the study of knowledge] between the efficacious Word of God and the reader."* [Brackets added.] But it

got worse from there.

To explain all of this, let's transport back to Ephesus in 500 B.C. The Greek philosopher Heraclitus nudges his friend, who's been distracted by a




shapely passerby in a blue toga. He's telling his friend about one of his first principles called Logos, the Greek word for "language.” Says Heracli-
tus, "Logos is both the source and fundamental order of the cosmos."* Now let's transport to 90 A.D. You might remember someone else in
Ephesus with a first principle related to Logos, and he takes this idea to a whole new level: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God" (John I:1). The Word in this passage, as you know, is Jesus Christ—God incarnate. Jesus takes on our own
nature! Of that nature, Schulz says "The human being is, at the core of his being, a language being fitted by the Creator for the verba [words] of
the Redeemer by the work of the Sanctifier."® It is through language that we have fellowship with each other and with God. Language is a divine
gift, without which there would be no salvific revelation of God. Satan knows this, and if he can disrupt language, he hopes we will become his

subjects for eternity.

Moving on to the 20" century, we come across French philosopher Jean-Frangois Lyotard, who's vacationing in Seattle. He and his friend are at
the Starbucks across from Pike Place Market, as he tries to explain postmodernism to his friend—who's annoyingly drumming the table to the
soothing tones of Jimi's All Along the Watchtower. Foamy waves crash against the side of Lyotard's Grande. This is when his Lutheran friend
coughs up a big chunk of his bagel as Lyotard says “| define postmodernism as incredulity towards metanarratives.” "...Postmodernism is a phi-
losophy of incessant doubt regarding any authoritative text.”” This is when Lyotard coughs up his bagel as his friend astutely retorts "Jean, what
you're laying down is nothing more than a ridiculous anti-intellectual mindset that opposes both Heraclitus’s logos—the essential orderly feature
of the cosmos and of our human being—and John’s Logos, God incarnate."® Lyotard's friend is obviously a well-catechized Lutheran! He takes
seriously Paul's warning to the Ephesians: "Let no one deceive you with empty words" (Eph. 5:6a).

Now let's transport to present time. The post-modern satanic rebellion against language has reached a fearsome dystopian climax.
"Woke ideology insists that people will find meaning and purpose, not in praising God for universal justification, but in constant revolution, class
against class, everyone in unending violent rebellion against the sacrosanct texts and the God of creation and order. But Marxism is a lie."
"Beneath our feet and beneath our notice, Woke Marxism (the Hydra headed monster of LGBTQ-ism, Social and Racial Justice, Marxist identi-
ty, and DIE-ing ideologies of education) is waging war against the essence of our human being. That is, the war is against flesh and blood and
what Aristotle identifies as the formal characteristic of our human being—an understanding with which readers of Luther and Lutheran doc-
trine, for example, are remarkably familiar—namely, language."'® "An attack on language is, therefore, a crime against humanity, an abolition of

man
"Woke Marxism depends upon breaking our human fellowship, the human fellowship that we have because of, and only within lan-
guage (logos in Greek) by breaking language."'> "The Woke Marxism taking root in our Lutheran and Christian universities is not just an incur-
sion of Newspeak and Wokespeak. In fact, it is a full-scale war against the foundation of Christian and Lutheran churches and schools every-
where. It is a war against the Word incarnate—a campaign against the small-l logos of Western civilization as clearly as it is war against the in-
carnate Logos revealed in the Gospel according to Saint John.""> This phase of the war, like the Battle for the Bible in the early days of Seminex
and the more recent hermeneutics of thoroughgoing eclecticism (see last month's In the Library), is one we cannot afford to lose, because it is ulti-

mately an attack on justification. Yet we need not fear, for the battle is Christ's, and He prevails.

“Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a
name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is

The Word of God” (Revelation 19:11-13, ESV).

Through the powerful Word of the Logos, in Baptism, astoundingly, we too are clothed in Christ's blood—and that teaching is why it's
great to be a Lutheran!

Both Dr. Schulz' book and essay will reward you and arm you for this latest Battle for the Bible, putting on the full armor of God. A
blessed Advent to you all as we prepare to celebrate the nativity of the Word made flesh.

Endnotes
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Join us in the Social Hall
We ave studying the Book of Acts
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The Women's Bible Study

Class meets at10:00 AM on Tues-
day mornings September through
May in the conference

room. Please join our group as
we study the Book of Ephesians.

Seafarer Gift Boxes can be brought in

until December 7th.
Thank you so

much for sharing Christmas joy in the
name of Jesus!
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NW District Pastor’s Conference
was hosted by Beautiful Savior.

Thank you to the ladies that pro-
vided breakfast and lunch.
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Senior Saints

The next gathering of Senior Saints will be on Wednesday, December 10, at approximate-

ly 12:45 following the noon Advent service. Karen Riveness and Bonnie LaMonte will be our
hosts this month. This will be a holiday “social’ gathering, and there will be the usual potluck, a
few games (with door prizes), and a gift exchange. Please bring a small, wrapped gift to ex-
change. The suggested cost of the gift is $10. A sign-up sheet for food items is posted in the
usual location by the water fountains. All adults are welcome to attend; the more the merrier! We
look forward to seeing you there.

FELLOWSHIP

December 14 is our annual Cookie Fest.
Thereis a sigh up sheet near the dv‘inking' Fountain.

Happy Birthday ~

15C ~ Lios Fjone 20t~ Michaela Perkovich
2nd ~ Row Schill 22nd ~ Geno-Clemans
5th ~ Bre Cawvey 22nd ~ Pat Potthoff

8thv~ Linda Mckengie 24th ~ Dane Bergmonv
8thv~ Lady Catherine Adams  25th ~ Matt Perkovich
9th ~ Justin Agustine 27th ~ Kawrenw Riveness
9th ~ Thomas House 30thv~ LenaRoemer
15th ~ Thelma Wolf 30tiv~ Ezrav Roemer

19th ~ Lawwrie Mendesy 30t~ Ellis Roemer
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Happy Anniversary

3rd ~ Joel & Gerd Cawrbone 26th ~ Devwnis & Bovwnie Howtmownw
4th ~ Gawy & Sawav Carlingtov 18thv~ Zane & Bre Carey

17th ~ Dawvid & Christine Kreg 14t ~ Clay & Pauda Howard

19th ~ Joumes & Julie Christensen

ﬂc{vent S ervices

December 3rd
December 10th
December 17th

Service times ~ 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 pm.
SN

Christmas ‘Eve Services
7:00 p.m. and 11:00 pm.

10:00 a.m.
X¥KKK

New Years Eve Service
/.00 ym

—

South Sound Classical Choir
Friday, December 5, 1075 @ 1-00 pm
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PRESCHOOL NEWS

% Thanksgiving is now behind us, and the sights and sounds of the Christmas season have taken its
place. Christmas songs greet us as we enter stores, and their shelves are filled with all sorts of tempting
items. This is an exciting time of year for the children, and their thoughts are filled with visions of Santa
Claus, colorful decorations, and beautifully wrapped gifts under the twinkling lights on their Christmas
tree. Despite all the family gatherings and other celebrations, as Christians, we must take the time to
teach our children the true meaning of Christmas, and what we are celebrating. While Santa and pre-
sents are fun, Christmas is about the birth of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Our Bible stories this month will
focus on the very first Christmas, when on that night long ago, in the little town of Bethlehem, God
showed His love for us by sending His Son, Jesus, to be born into the world to save us from sin, and to

give the promise of eternal life to all who believe in Him.

:gﬁ Please join us for the children’s Christmas program on Wednesday, December 17% at |0am. Eve-
ryone is welcome! Pastor Schuldheisz will be sharing the Christmas story from the Gospel of Luke,
which will be accompanied by the sweet singing voices of the children. There will be refreshments in

the Fellowship Hall following the program.

:gﬁ The preschool will be closed from December 18" through January 4™ for Christmas vacation.
Both classes will resume on Monday January 5.

:gﬁ Have a blessed and Merry Christmas everyone! We wish you all the gift of Faith, the blessing of
Hope, and the peace of His Love during this Christmas season, and throughout the new year.

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:11

PRESCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED - Both of our teachers, and their teaching assistants will be

moving on at the end of our current school year. A teaching credential is not required but preferred.
The only requirement is that you have a love for children, and a desire to be part of our mission to
teach the little ones about how much God and His Son Jesus love them. The 3-year-old class is 2
mornings a week, and the Pre-K class is 3 mornings a week. Enrollment for next year begins in Febru-
ary, and we don’t want to have to close the preschool due to lack of teachers. Please prayerfully
consider this opportunity, and if you or someone you know might be interested, please contact Kathy
Heddlesten for further details.

Sunday School News

At a time when much of the world is frantically gift shopping, putting up Christmas lawn decorations and an-
ticipating the arrival of Santa Claus, Christians around the world are observing the liturgical season of Advent. From
the Latin word for “coming”, Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation for the coming of Christ both in the
past in His incarnation as the baby Jesus, but also in the future with His promised second coming as Christ Trium-
phant. Furthermore, Advent is a time to focus on His present coming to us in the Word and Sacraments| | . In the
Lutheran church there have been many traditions observed during Advent that help Christians to both prepare for
and anticipate His coming at this time. Martin Luther encouraged families to observe Advent as a time for them to

teach their children about the coming of Christ.

Advent marks the beginning of the church calendar. It traditionally starts on the Sunday closest to St. An-
drew’s Day (November 30™) and continues for four Sundays until Christmas. During this time the liturgical paraments
and vestments in many churches will change to violet to recognize Advent as a time of preparation and repentance as
well as a symbol of the royalty of the coming King. The color blue can also be used as a symbol of anticipation and
hope.

Chliistians in many countries have adopted various traditions of lighting candles during Advent to observe this as the
time of the coming of Christ who is the light of the world. One widespread tradition is the use of an Advent wreath
both in the church and the home to mark each Sunday in the Advent season. While the origin of this as an Advent
tradition dates back to the Lutheran church following the Reformation, the current form commonly used today was
developed more recently and is used in many other Christian churches throughout the world. The wreath is made
out of evergreens in the shape of a circle to represent eternal life. It consisted of four candles originally; three purple
or blue candles to match the liturgical colors and one pink candle lit on the 3™ Sunday in Advent. This 3™ Sunday is
known as Gaudete Sunday, meaning “rejoice” in Latin and comes from Philippians 4:4. Lighting this 3™ candle, Chris-
tians relax the fast to rejoice for the promised Messiah is coming soon. Many Advent wreaths also have a 5" candle,
the Christ candle, which is lit during the time of Christmas, symbolizing that Christ, the light of the world, has entered
the darkness. [...]

There is so much beauty and rich tradition during the season of Advent to prepare Christians for the coming
of Jesus, the babe of Bethlehem. When you see the altar draped in purple, remember your King who came to bring
you life and salvation. If you don’t have one already, consider getting an Advent wreath for your home as you prepare
for the coming of Christ, the light of the world. Give thanks to God for the confession of faith He gave to His people
to shine His light in dark places. Learn about the tradition of reciting the O Antiphons (found in Lutheran Service
Book along with hymn # 357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) and incorporate it into your Advent devotions. Finally,

anticipate with joy the coming of our Lord!

Written by Deaconness Betsy Karkan serving at Concordia University-Chicago (in 2016).
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. “LCMS: Frequently Asked Questions.” n.d. The Lutheran Church—Missouri

Synod. Document. 2016.
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